AMONG TILE MUGHS: 


oR 


MEMORIALS OF THE 


TAQV. J.-C. FINK; 
Missionary, 
IN 
rs 
ARRACAN. 
By wm 
REY. ROBERT ROBINSON. 
a ¢? 
etree memes 
Calruiin, 


. 
Privt_p by Dani Grosn, av wre Tar Pris. 


pet 
e > 


\ 
ne P.08, 
N 


beg 4? 
a. Sut 


’ 


frac, yy re 


“s “a 
seis 


* Mr. Pink’s family and many who were acquainted with the 
charg ee and extent of his labours, have long desived te sea some 
Oram vent record of his work, The present memorials are 
intended in meagutve to'meet this want. Mr. Fink left next to 
nothing ein the we TAO lettors and journals, and of the reports of 
Gi a ntibes Missitn there is only oye sel in India, that 
approximates fo comnletencss. I have glterefore been compelled 
9 voly,in a great degree on information “gleaned from time to 
‘tints in personal intereourso with him, Of course I have 
availed myaell of all tho publ ighed journals I could find; but 
Anstead ef gneumbering these memorials with voluminous 
catracts fom them, T have preferred to give their substance 
in my own wads, Ihave not atlempled any studied delinea- 
tion of Mr." Wink’s character, ,ILis life will spoak for him. 

Tam greatly indebtodto the Rov, C. B. Lowis of Caloutla 
fo the conrlesy with which ho placed his sot of the Seram- 
pore Revords‘nt my service, 


Cancurrat 
The 13th November 17. 
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bith Warly Lifye~Hilitary Servico—Conversion—Removal to 
(, eateatlln ™ 


“y oan Christopher Binks, or Vink, as the ngee would be ivritten 
in Duteh, was horn im, the island of Tygate on the [0th of 
wember 1796, Tornfte is the ehief ot! tho Moluccas, a group 
“Ot ismnds in {he Eastorn Archipelago, Tb is situated in 1? 
North Tatifnde and 129° Bust@uongitade, and is only twenty 
Tour miles Paemeuriference, In truth, iis nothing more than 
a huge voleino, the population of the island being: established 
avound the Base, ‘This’ voleano is still active, and when, as 
sometimes happens, tho ernption»wee of mneual violence, they 
ease great destiaction wmofig the frail tenements of Uhe natives 
Bak these rade his are so cheaply and easily rebuilt that the 
Febuat damage f is ineansidevahle, 
Ab tho time of which wo speak, Tefrula though nominally 
eunider the sovereignty of a Mahomedan Sultan, was in veality 
governed by certain Duteh fanetionny! Has Jovated there ostensibly 
for the protection of the trade of 4 Moluccas, Abont the yeut 
HS4, Dirk Vink, a native of Amsterdam, was appointed by tho 
Dutch Government to the offiee of Commandant of the down of 
‘Le ‘vrnaie. Tere ho beeame requainted with TLeuriek Jansen a 
mietghant, alya from Amaterdam, whose eldest daughter Wil 
hehoina Katharine he married in the followjng yim. . The fani- 
ly springing from Us union consisled of uur sons and two 


. 
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daughters, John Christopher the subject of this memutr, bet’ 
the youngest ehild but one. After a lenethened residenee th 
Yernate, Dirk Vink went as Dutch Resident to Gounongtela in 
the island of Celebes, Here he remained till the sticeceses of 
the revolutionary army in Tolland cotnpelled the cessiin of 
the Dutch possessions in the Archipelago to the French Govetu- 
ment. Ie then removed to Mindanao where he held the post 
of Assistant Resident till his death in 1808, ° er: 


After the death of her hutband, Mrs. Vink velunited gwil lt 
her family to Ternate, where. she lived ondhe profita derived! 
from the labour of ‘her slaves. ‘This Vis a common ments 
of support among tif tae families of those islands, Pekhnps 
it is due to the Dwt> Government to, blate, that whilst they 
used every means to foster the aiavaciendle carried on* in tate, 
Eastern possessions, they wisely and humanely provided for tho 
proteetion of the slave against many of ae astally 
associated with the system. ‘Their laws, unlike théof America, 
partially a mitted a human clement in fhe slave; he was not so 
altogether a chattel as, till recently, was his negrabrother, ‘he 
Dutch serupulously regarded Ttmily-ties among their slaves, and 
never forcibly parted husband and wife, ov deprived the mother of 
her onder offSpring, When two slaves livfhe von separate’ osg 

tates desired to marry, heir respective owners were required to 
arrange for the tre~lofenea by purchase of ono of them to the 
estate to which the other belonged, before tho marriage could 
take place. In like man ¥ 





no husband vould be bought ov 
sold without the wife, no We without the husband, and no 
mother without her infant child. A large proportion of these 
slaves were taught traks and trained 40 domestic service. 
The men went out as carpenters, blacksmiths, masons @r 
gardeners ; whilst the fomales sought employment as cooks and 
waiting-maidsr” ‘Thgy were someting, pred out under an ox. 
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press mrangemont between owner and employer; at other Limes - 
they were permilted to remove from the estate in quest of n 

livelihood ; but in cither case, they were required punetually to 
zimit-a part of the week’s wages to the. owner: what remained 
they inight keop for thyir personal wants. 

Tb was in some such way as this that Mrs. Vink maintained 
herself and her children until her death, which happened about 
sthree yews after hur return to Ternate, Sho had appointed 
‘hav chdest son lo be the guardian pf the two youngest children, 
John” and his sister, who neeordingly were taken to their 
brother’s home, Icving their nfother’s house in charge of the 
slaveg. Johnewas abt this time eleven yaus of age; but he 

* did wot vamain long in his new home. e An incident ocvarred 
pagn alter his removal ewhich, though “War trivial, changed 
*thu whole course of his subsequent history, 

One afternoon, accompanying: pis sister and sisler-in-luy, a 
woman of + Sywnish descent, in a walk along the sea-beach, 
they reachetl an enclosure extending some way into the sen, 
within which the Sultan of the island kept his salt-water fish, 
John who kifow thero was a prohibition against trespassing 
heve, songht to dissuade his brother's wife from entering the 
enclosure ; bub his romonstrancy roused 2 tomper of whose exis- 
tenco he had nok till then been aware. On their return home his 
condueb was so spilefally misrepresented to his brother that the 
_Jatter was induced to give him a severe floggiig, The lad’s high 
spirit refused Lo brook this injustive, yd that same night he es- 
evped to his mother’s house. Thgs)tves in charge of fhe plice, 
on hearing his story, concealed their young master, and that all 
dhe more readily for the experience they hiul themselves had of 
the tyranny of his brother’s wife. Tis brother cama in search of 
Mim the next morning, but could extract no information from 
them. After a week’s conecalment John ventured down to 
the sea-shore, where "Rll in with the bediswaitt of an Knglish 


4 


sship lying off the island, and arranged to go wilh Tim to 
Amboyna, That night, with the help of his sister to whom 
Ins plans were imparted, he removed his box of clothing from 
his brother’s house, and by the following day had left the island. 
Thus ended all personal intercourse withghis family, Tle hever 
re-visiled Ternate; and though he ocensionnlly corresponded 
with a brother, he nevor again sawany of his kindyed, i 
The engagement with tho boatswain having terminated, with , 
their arrival at Amboyna, Jahn left the ship and spent-tho’ 
first two diys ip wandering about the plave, hungry and $hel-, 
terless. On the morning of ‘the third day fe entered an apo- 
theeary’s shop to agk for employment, THe toll his yyhole 
story to Dr, Babingtohghe proprictor of the depdt, who found 
that he was the sont fin old and honoueed acquaintanes, Thy 
_reepmmendation was enough for the kind-hearted physician, * 
who received him into his own Qaily, fed and clothed him at 
his own expense, and apprenticed him to himselQ dere Joh 
yemained for iwo years until, ab the carnest sohottation of a 
friend of his benefavtor’s, he was perinitted to accompany him 
on a visil to Manilla, Whenat Manilla, he hapfloned one day 
to witness the Romanist procession of the host, a sight he had 
not seen before, Educated in Lutheran principles, and trained 
vo look upon all idolatrous worship with repughance, this first 
sight of a procession whose real character was disguised ander 
the garb of Christifinity, excited a feeling hoe never forgot, 
Ne referred to the civeumstanee in after life as having given 
him a lasting abhorrence oNegpery. 

Not long after his return to Amboyna in 1810, John altrnetod 
the notice of Dr. Tlodgson, an English physician from Batavia, 
who, won by the lad’s frankness and intelligence, persuaded his 
friend Dr. Babington to commit him to his guardianship. ‘Tuk 
arrang ‘ment made it necessary that he should remove to Ba- 
tavia where he ren®ined a little more. fhan a year, studying 
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modieine upder the superintendence of his new guardian. Le 
then, on Dr, Hodgson’s reecommendafion, obtamed the appoint - 
ment of Assistant Apotheeary in the, Duteh Tussin, a corps 
whieh bad been retained in the British service after the surren- 
dev af Jaya by the Hreneh, UC was uot lone before le saw 
active services. Searcely had Batavia been taken by the British, 
thon Cidings reached them of an mnprovoked and cold-blooded 
masgacré of the Dutch’ merchants at Palimhane. Palimbang, 
“with a chief town cot the same naane, was a nominally indepen- 
: dent kingdom on the South-east side of the island of Sumatera, 





whoee Sullan had tor years § been nothing, better than a vassal 
of die Dateh, Attached to his dominiens was the islind of 
Banon, separated from the mainland be ihe straila of Banca. 
Konsequent on the subjugation of Holland by Napoleon Bona. 
parle, the Datch possessions and authority in the Haste, 
Archipelago were ceeded to the Wrench and held in’ the name of 
the Hveneh dtovernment. But when the authority of the 
Froneh wat in its darn saperseded by British rule, all the Dutch 
factories and interests in these islinds naturally reverted to the 
lattor, Cho*Sullan of Palimbayy however, does not, appear to 
have understood the truce state of the relations between tho 
Byilish and Dnjeh merchants; ayd now iliet Batavia lad 
“fallen, supposing the Dutch residents within his (ervilory to be 
completely a& his mevey, he wrenk@ an them an astern 
yovenge for the wrongs he had suffered at the hands of their 
Government. Tho factory at Palimbane was burnt te the 





ground, and all the Dutch rgsjients with their families wero 
ruthlessly slain, 
When the tidings of this massacre reached Batavia, the Bri- 
Utish anthorities lost no time in fiting ont an expedition against 
Palimbang and Banea, The expedition was dirceted Lo proceed 
first to the Tatler, place, asa mission which had been sent to 
Palimbang some time Before with a view to lake charge of the, 
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factory there, had also been deputed to secure to the British 
a monopoly of the tin produced in Banca, the island being 
valuable in a commercial point of view. Aceordingly in March 
1812, Colonel Gillespie to whom the command was entrusted, 
set sail from Batavia with a small farce in which were the 
Dutch Ilussars, Afler being delayed some days by contrary 
winds, the force at length reached Banea and took it with- 
ont having occasion to fire a shot. They then crossed, ihe 
Straits and having got theirpboats ready, prepared to niove 
down the Paluabang viver towards the ‘capital, On the first 
intimation of their successful advance the Sultan fled, and after 
fifteen days of hardgfighting, during which his troops songht 
to hold their ground nghrithstanding the desertion of their rer, 
the object of the expedition was aceomplisked, The Sultgn hav, 
ing-been formally deposed Ly an order from the British Govern- 
ment, his brother was raised to ¢he throne, and a British Resi- 
dont was stationed at Palimbang, This arrangement continued 
till the year 18.6, when the place was restored to the’Dutch, 
Young Fink, then only sixteen years of ago, was  severcly 
wounded in one of the skirmishes thal took filace in the 
advance on Palimbang, and continuededisabled for a consider. 
able time, He had searegly recovered from, the ofleets of the 
wound before he was prostrated by sickness, caused hy the une 
healthy climate of the lace. All that medical skill could do 
was done, without any abatement of the complaint, until his 
physician declared that recovery was hopeless. fearing that 
his life was despaired of, and peing mad with thirst, he crept out 
of the hospital tent as wellas he was able, before dawn ore moru- 
ing, and going to a pure and beantiful stream which flowed 
past the encampment, sat up to his neck in it, and began to 
drink the water in cager and copious draughts. On relurning” 
to the hospital he, was surprised to Gd himself’ better; the next 
morning he stole out ¢ @gain and repeatel the experiment, gnd 
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Fo oh every, morning, until in litte more than a week he wad 
perfectly restored to health, 


Mr. Hink’s regiment returned to Batavia in the month of 
Jantyry 183; but it had not becn in quarters for six months 
before it was ordered to? join an expedition to suppress a rebellion 
ab'Djoojocarta, Djoejocarta commonly called Solocarta, had beew 
the capital of Tava before the Dutch took possession of the island, 
Batavia Younded by the Dutch, was ninde the Fnropean capital ; 
“Dab up to the period when the British ovenpied it, the Sultan, 
or properly speaking, the Emperor of Java, continued to reside 
ab Djovjocarta, ‘The velation in which -he stood to the Dutch, 
undesubsequontly to the British Govegment, was that of a 
pensioner saifered to reside in his owl gneient capital; and it 
cavecisely resembled tht till lately oceupied by the Emperor 
“al Dethi towards our Indian Government. At this distance. 
of time, and in the absonee ofeomplete offivial information, it 
i impossfhlo* to ‘spenk positively respecting the cause of the 
rebellion, “Whornton in his “ Uistory of the British Empire 
in Tndia,” spenks of a treaty by whieh the sovereignty of the 
British over” tho island of Jaya was acknowledged by the 
Sultan, and attributes thetrebellion to a desire on his part, in 

vighution of the treaty, to assert ay independent sovereignty. 
Another aecount slates, that the rebellion was not the w ork: of 
the Sullan but of one of his sons, who, 1 wisiug some hundreds 
of followers with a view to depose his father, found it nevessary 
fo encounter the British forees detached for his protection. 
Doubtless, in forming the schare for his father’s overthrow, 
he anticipated British opposition, for he sought to provide 
against it hy a proclamation requiring the people to arm for 
the expulsion of the foreigners from the island. But aid for 
“the aged Sultan was al hand. Brigadier Cencral Gillespie 
was despatched wih h the Dateh TTussars apd a few more Ware. 
peans to the help of tife sinall infantry free already at Djocjo- 
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eatla.« After some eveiling skirmishes with the enemy, the 
palace which had been seized by the Sultan’s rebol-son, wis 
entried by assanlt, the fgther was re-instated, and the son con 
veyed as a prisoner to Batavia. 

It was‘ not till Mr. Fink’s return to Batavia in the arly part 
of the year 1814, that he thought of leaming the English 
language. At Weltevreden, a couple of mules ont of town, 
there lived an English merchant wilh whom bo now® formed 
acquaintance, and with his help he managed to piek up a httle 
Enelish, Ue avas subsequently introduced “hy his euardian 
Dr. Hodgson, to the Rev, William Robinson of the Serampore 
Baptist Mission, thoy recently arrived in the island. G@ou- 
ceiving a regard for, be Missionary himself, and hoping to 
extend his knowledge on Bogtish, Mi. (ik resolved to attend 2 
Surday morning service conducted hy Mr, Rokinson for the 
benefit of the Luglish suldiers. ¢Bemg present ou one oceasion, 
his thoughts were arrested by a sermon off Hakiel swig 
With, “As T five saith the Lord God, [have n6- pleasure 
in the death of the wicked ; bat that the wicked tum from his 
way and live: turn ye, turn yg, from your evil ways; for why 
will ye die, O house of Tsracl??® After deseribing “the 
death of the wicked,” the preacher dwelt.on the graciqus 
declaration that God had “no pleasure” in’ if, and eon. 
eluded with a solemn and pressing exhortation to his 
hearers to “ttn” and live, His vory limited acqnaintanen 





with the language in which it was delivered, prevented 
Mr. Vink from gaining moyg than a general idea of the 
disconrse ; but the preacher’s frequent repetition! ol the 
question, Why will ye die,” in conrse of the closing appeal, 
rivetted those words of vemonstiance on his hind until, like 
‘a nail in a sure place,” no effort could remove them. — Th wad 
the first time solemn {honght had been awgkened in him, and 
as he afterwards sa vid, She felt as if he eld ‘have sacrificed any 
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thing 4o get rid of it. Not that his life had beon stained by 
vicious excess ; dat neither the associations in which ho had 
beon reared nor thoso he had formed since his employment in 
the army, had been of a nature to foster the fear of God ; and 
now for the firat time ho felt crushed beneath an overwhelming 
conviction of porsonal responsibility to his Maker, Ifo relurned 
to his quavtors at the conclusion of tho service, a most miserable 
_ man, Ke applied himself Lo one thing and then another, with 
+a view Lo escape the new thoughts thal crowded into his mind, 
but it was all in vain ; the words ‘would keop ringing in his ears, 
«Turn ye, turn ye, for why will ye die”? Leaving his room, 
ho sought the society of his comrades} jape talked, he laughed 
with them; but louder than their layghter still sounded tho 
words, “Murn yo, din ye, for why vWifl ye dic?” Urged to 
distraction and scarecly aware what he was doing, he ran to 
tho stables, saddled his horso, legpt on iis back, and plunging’ 
{ho spurs inig, its sides, gallopped with bveak-neck speed onco, 
twice, three times round the town; but the moment he stopped 
the voice again eviod, Turn ye, turn ye, for why will yo dio”? 
Sorely at a less whonee to seek relief, ho rushed onee more to 
his own room, and throying Rimself on his kness prayed for 
tho fivst Lime and in‘an agony of dosiro, that God would pardon 
shit sing and save him from the dedth of the wicked, Some 
little quiet followed this exercise; but though tho slrauge 
exviloment coased, it was succeeded By a flood-tide of anxious 
imaginings which knew neither abatement nov retreat. IIo 
knew of no ono from whom, unbosoming his secret trouble, 
ho might hope for the sympathy Pand counsel of a brother; and 
he Incked the courage to make his caso known to him from. 
whose lips he first heard the “ Why will ye dic.” And so day 
rafter day passed in a solitary wrolchedness whose irksome 
monotony was broken only by the passionate utterances of a 
soul wrung by stromg qonvietions of gin.e A week clapsed, and 
he could bear the suspense no longer. | Secking Mr. Robinson’s 
« 
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dwelling he narrated 10 him, as well as he could, the bitter 
experiences of the past week, and was directed in a few 
kind and simple words, to Jesus “the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth.” They then knelb 
together in prayer, and his ease was hid before God, ‘This 
visit, as may he supposed, led to numerous others, in the 
course of which Mr. Fink learnt the way of life move fullyy 
Tie learned to see “God in Christ reconciling the wérld unto , 
himself, not imputing their ¢respasses unto thom,” and to’ 
believe that there is “no condemnation to them thal are in , 
Christ Jesus.” It wag rest to his soul, as indeed it has been to 
that of every earnestfgecker alter God’s truth, to know tha. his 
salvation was “not of works.” Such was Mr. Fink’s introduc- 
tion toa knowledge of Jesus Christ, * e 
Godliness in a bavrack-room was in those dayg a rato exotic, * 
which needed to be defended with no common watchfulness 
against the noxious influences: prevailing around. Notsconcr det 
Mr. Tink, now seeking to obey the truth, give hiniseff to serions 
thought, than he became, as a matter of course, “a saint,” “0 
straitlaced Pharisce,” and ong,who thought himsdif too good for 
common socicly, It was no easy task, at first, to seb his favo 
steadily against pursuits swhich he himself hyd relished befyre, 
and the sneers of his comrades did not lessen’ thy diffienty? 
But as he grew stronger, he grew bolder in the Lord; his eon- 
fidence in the trath and in the power of Divine grace increased 5, 
he hegan 1o bear his trials with equanimity, an das a consequenee 
persecutions gradually ceased But he had conceived a dis- 
like fora soldier’s life, and now contemplated resigning his 
appointment in the Dutch Iussars, Willing as the military 
authorities of Batavia affected to be, that ihe soldiers should 
attend the religions services conducted hy the Baptist Mission= 
ary, they were opposed: to any of thoir yen heing baptized, 
This arbitrary interfSroneo with the Wwhts of consaience, to- 
gether with a desire ay, his own part for more congonial 
“ 
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oacupation, led Mr. Pink to seek diseharge front eae 
servicn, Tis appliewtion was the more readily granted a 
peace had been resloved in Europe, tad pogotiations were in pto- 
gress for the transfer of Java to the Dutch. 

About, this time, the Dutch Fiseal of Ternate addressed ny 
Jebter to the Wiseal of Batavia asking what arrangements 
Mr, Fink intended to make respecting his shives. ‘They were 
-fourteentin number, and constituted the estate left him by his 
“father, Sorely against the worldly-wise representations of the 
. Fiscal, who stigmatized the act as one of unmitigated folly, and 
without a moment’s hesitation, young Vink signed tho papers 
whigh gave them their freedom, We Boor this incident Lo 
illustrate the characteristic promptitadessvith which this servant 
af God made worldlyeinterests survender’ to the challenge of 
Christian pringiple. : 

Being now his own master, Wx. Fink began to reflect upon” 
what he sRoukl dotfor a livelihood. Tf he remained in Java, 
tho notorics intolerance of the Dutch Government and the near 
prospect of their re-oecupation of tho island, threatened to make 
his position is an carnesh Christian an embarrassing one, Ho 
therefore resolved, afler eonsultation with Mr. Robinson, to 
visfl Culonbla, and procuring a letter gf introduation to the Rev, 
“Dr. Carey of Serampora, ho ambarked in Novembor 1816 as 
medival assistant to Dr. Matthews, why was returing to Bengal 
in charge of a detachment of Lis Majesty’s 78th Regiment, 
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Employment in Caleutla—Hovangelistie labours—Alarriuge—Re# 
view of the Chittagong Mission—-Appointiment as Missionary 
to the Mughs. - 

Nothing of note happened durifg the voyage to Calenttn, 
The “Cyrus” anchored off Fort William on the 8rd of January 
1817, and Mr. Fink found hospitable entertainment at tho: 
house of a Christian gentleman whom he had known at Java,’ 
In the evening of the samo day, he accompanied his host to. 
the Lal Bazar Baptist, Chapel, where he was introduced to Dr. 
Carey and aceeptedgan invitation to Serampore, ey he 
received a kind and , Ghristian welcome from Dr, Marshman 
and the Rev. Mr. Ward; and hero, in “the society of the Mix 

_ siohary triumvirate, he felt the early awakening, of a desivo to 
. help in declaring the Gospel toyhe heathen. 

When the regiment with which he came to tive céuntry wis 
ordered to Sultanpore in the North Westorn Provinees, Dr. 
Matthews sought to regain his servicos; but he declined tho 
offer, fearing lest removal {oa place at that tinfe so fur from 
the reach of Christian influence, sheuld be prejudicial alike lo 
his personal character and {0 the prospect of missionary Inbgur. 
Taving through the friendly exertions of the genUeman witht 
whom he resided, obtaiyed employment ina moreantile house 
in Caleutta, he sought fellowship with the Baptist Church 
meeting in Lal Bazar, and was baptized by the Rev. J. Law- 
son in the month of January 1817. 

Mr, Fink’s secular engagements did not prevent his qualify- 
ing himself for religious usefulness among the heathen papu- 
lation of the city. Tlaving been accustomed from childhood 
to spenk only the Dutch and Malay languages, he had as yot™ 
acquired only the rudiments of English; byt now, in addition 
to the English, he wftlertook the study of the Bengali tongue. 
The manifold combinatioys of its letters and the peculiarities 
of its orthogpy were speedily master, With the occasional 
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help of Mr, Ward of Serampore and a resolute application to 
the grammar, Lhe confusion of signs and sounds subsided injo 
the principles of construction, and oar student was soon in 
a fairway of overcoming tho difficulties incidental to a strange 
languago. lis business too, bringing him into daily contact 
with Bengali trades-peoplo, helped him in no small degree to 
extend his vocabulary of words and express himself in their 
native tongue, ‘The steady perseverance of a year cunbled 
‘him to speak Bengali intelligibky though imperfectly, and he 
began to spend his leistre hours in privato andeumostentatious 
attempts to recommend the “ gveat salvation” to his neighbours. 
At Auxilinry Missionary Socicty was farmed at this time in 
confection with the Lal Bazar, Chuvok, ehoso object it was, 
gs well to promote inflividual effort in the cause of Christian 
drath ag to provide pecuniary aid for those who laboured wider 
their auspices, whether as supeytntendents'of vernacular schools 
& itineraht preaghors. It had, we believe, beon organized 
and sol, in motion by the Missionaries of Serampore who, true to 
tho one intense purpose of their lives, infused into all their 
churches the’ stedfast persuasions that every Christian onght to 
bo a missionary, andevery'chureh a missionary association. Tne 
deed, so prominent a place did thjs principle oecupy in tho 
Yoligious instruction of their converts, that frequent instances 
may be mat with ab the present dayyof unlottored people jn 
Bengal who, borrowing their nomonelature from the spirit of 
tho days of their fathors, have bul ono designation for every 
preacher of the Gospel, bo ho ga surpliced clergyman, a Pres. 
pylerian minister, or the pastor of a Dissenting Church :~ho 
isa missionary.” Would they were right ! 
My. Fink was one of sevon young men* who, on the forma- 
“Lion of this Scciety, offered to labour gratuitously under ils 





# Tho Rov. IT. Tiokys, ono of the soven, ix BUI vemembored with gratefal 
affection by the people of*Cnlcutla, ilo wus fo founder of tho Paroutal 
Academy for the eduontion of Indo.Brilish children, an institution whieh aftor 
a anecossfal earoor of thirty-seven yenrs, hgs, aided by the munificonco of 
Capinin Doyeton of the Madragy Army, 1sd® to ge ono of tho frst of its kind 
in the country, A 
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auspices, Tle continned to do so till the Committee finding 
how slender his income was, resolved of their own accord to 
supplement it by a meathly allowance out of their growing 
funds. This arrangement not only helped him to live more 
comfortably, but put the Serampore Missionaries whose counsel 
was always in requisition, in a position to methodize ani so 
give additional efficiency to his zealous labours, [le was ap- 
pointed to superintend a vernacular school reeently got up 
at Ramkristopore in the neighbourhood of Tlowrah, In this’ 
school and among the contiguous villages he worked with, 
diligence for about a, year, when it became desivable to resign 
Ramkvistopore into bye hands of tho Independent Missiong In 
the year 1818, the scheol was made over to the Rov. Messrs. 
Townley and Keith, and Mr, Fink coatined his labours to tly 
city. i 

Soon after his arrival in thy country, Mx, Fink had become 
acquainted with Miss Mary Cytano, a member ef the Tal 
Bazar Church, whomhe married on the 17th of September 
1817. She had heen coaverted under the solemn and earnest 
ministry of the Rev. William Ward, and had beén baptized at 
the carly age of twelve years. She had devoted much ofher time 
to the religious instruction of native Christian women, reading 
the Seviptures with them and eneouraging ‘them to nieces 
together for social praygr; and now the graces of nn attractive 
chavacler and the true, slrong principle of a renewed native 
were brought to the discharge of the duties, and adornment 
of the position, of a wife, JA woman of raro gentleness of 
manner, meekness of heart, and conscientious attachment to her 
Lord, Mrs, Fink cheerfully shaved her husband’s chequered expo~ 
riences, laboured with him in the Gospel, rejoived in his successes, 
curbed hy her quict influence the sometimes extravagaul tin” 
pulses of his ardent temperament, threw, the light of love 
around him in his gtasons of trial, and femuined his fhithtul 
help-meet for forty years, when, being parted from her, he entered 
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into vest, A numerons offspring blessed their union, of whont 
four sons and five, danghters survive, 

Three years after his marriage, Mr, Fink removed with his 
wifo and infant son to Ballyeunge in the suburbs of Caleutta, 
with a» view of farming land for the purpose of cultivation. 
By-this means ho hoped to add to his income whieh was only 
Rs. 100 a2 month. Bub he had not beon here four months 
ewhen histhouse wags burnt down and all his property destroyed. 
‘Tis loss was partially made up through the liberality of Chris- 
atian friends; but it effectually interrupted the project he had 
formed, and obliged him to return to the city. 

Mg. Fink having left no momovanda gespecting the four 
yeue of his residence in Calentta, the” information Wo can, 
glean respecting this poriod of his life is Small and fragmen- 
‘tary, We must be content to observe, that from the fime of 
hig marriage to the close of the year 1820, ho supported him« 
self hy keoping the books of a merchant's office, his unomployed 
honrs being’ devoted to the religions instruction of the heathen, 
We hasten to the period when he entered upon the chief work 
of his life. * eh 

Tho Serampore Mission had occnpied Chillagong, tho castern« 
mogt district of Bengal propor, so early ng the year IST2. 
Phis was dond in accordance with the well-known policy of 
diffusing missionary efforl over the tlargesb possible aren. 
VWenee that Mission sought to embrace tho whole of ITindostan, 
Burmuh, the Eastern Archipelago, and even China. We lool 
with moro than’ dowbtfulness ypon such a policy, even when 
mitigated by the inerensing freilities for intercommuniecation 
which in these days dispel much of the feeling of isolation 
which must have been the lot of the Inbourers of fifty yonrs 
‘ago. Yet we do not condemn tho priniple of diffusive effort 
as such, Apostoliqpractice may he quoted in its favour ; only, 
the Apostles saben isolated missidh. Setting out from 
one common contre, they scattered thepsel ves in separate bands 
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over the noighbouring countries, and formed Churenes whore. 
ever the Gospel took rool; bul they returned again, as in tho 
cise of Paul and his party, to Jorusalom, and did not perma. 
nently locate themselves, one in Asia Minor, anathor in Egypt, 
a third in Greece, a fourth in Italy, a fifth in Spain or Arabia, 
and so forth. After tours more or less oxlended, they appear 
to have come togethor agai for mutual sympathy and counsel, 
But while holding these views, we must not commit ourselves, 
to a wholesale condemnation of the plan adopted by the Seram- 
pore Missionayies, Indeed, when we come to understand tho cir, 
cumstances that influenced their judgment, we can only marvel 
at the measure of “success they actually attained. Puro- 
peavs may ngw travefapy where in India without tho inqui- 
silorial interference “of Governmont officials; bub ib was ng 
so-in the days of which we write. Then, the name of every, 
* European was recorded in a puplic register ; he ‘could nob put 
foot in India without the consent of the Cour} of, Directarg ; 
and even after he had settled in the country, he was obliged, on 
pain of deportation, to furnish a true statoment of the business 
he was engaged in, and might at any time be required to 
acconnt for his presence in a district, When to this disngreo- 
able surveillance is added the fact of tho persistont hostility of 
the Government to all Christianizing cfforta, we ean compreliongl 
at a glance the serious difficulty that lay in the way of extonsivo 
itinevacies after the apogtolic model. If a Missionary could not 
pass from the district in which he resided to another, without 
exposing himself to police-espionage and the risk of deportation, 
it became a grave question whether the adoption of some less npods 
tolic scheme of operations was not preferable to a total aban- 
donment of the Missionary enterprise. There wore two plans 
open to adoption. Either men might be permanently located- 
at considerable distances from one another go as lo embrace 
the largest practicable extent of coupiry“and compensate in 
mensure for the absence of protracted tours; or, being com- 
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felled to have more than one centre of operations, a few such 
contres might be established around Serampora, Tho first ph 
by mulliplying the number of stations, world admit of a very 
inadequate amount of agency being assigned to each ; but the 
Gospel would Gavel mto distant regions. Tho sevond plan 
would give moro Missionary strongth Lo cach station and 
inevenso the facililics for mutual counsel and co-operation ; 
«but the Gospel would bo confined within m lintiled aren, No 
‘one who hag read the eloquent wecord of their toils, can charge 
« tho directors of the Sertmpore Mission with a want of earnest 
and conscientious dcliberation on the matter. They would net 
havesnerificed their lives or spent the p@ncely accumulations 
* of years in any but what appeared loathom thes wisest, most 
aromising and most practicable appropriation of missionary 
*energy and resources. Nevertheless, the history of their times, 
shows that they selected tho gfirst of these plans. Isolated 
nrissions tvore established. They tried 10 cover too mueh 
ground, maid as a natural result missionary effort was not 
diffused as they had hoped ib would bo, but simply dissipated, 
Sarey overstepped the bounds of his own immorial maxim 
and atlemptot things /oo “great.” No cnterpriso so conduetod 
ean, asa whole, command any thing beyond a partial anccess, 
Vigour languishes, success lingers, and resul(y more disastrous 
aro apt to ensue, when a solitary man ig left for years together 
to proseoulo the most arduous and sell-denying of labours, 
without the present sympathy and co-operation whieh all men, 
need, and which tho Toad of the, Church dislinelly provided for, 
We mako these remarks nob becauso they apply with dis. 
tinelive Ioree to the selection of Chittagong, Indeed tho 
Chittagong Mission so far as it led to the sprend of the Gospel 
“among the Mughs, might almosl be quoted as an exception to 
tho general chargelor of the results that accompanied 
“the plan on whielt the’ Serampore Mifion was conducted, 
Bat tho question is not one of absolyo sueeess ox fvilure 3 it is 
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one of comparative success. Some of the Missions that covored 
so wide a region undoubtedly prospered; buf it seems to na 
that as a whole, the agount of success in the way of Chins« 
tianizing the heathen was nol go groal as it might have been 
had the strength and resources of the Mésion heen concentrated 
within a limited compass. : 

To return to our narrative. It is diffleult, at this distance of 
time, to say whether there were any special reasons for locating, 
a mission at Chittagong. The men wha plied the native eraft 
in the river [looghly, and served as lasears or seamen on hourd « 
aur merchant ships, ,came, as indeed they still do, from that 
populous district; o@1 intercourse with them may have signs 
ted the new mission, Besides the bond fide native population, 
Chittagong was inhabtted hy vast numbers of Portuguese, wha 
haye heen settled there since tho sixteenth century, and may to 
all intents and purposes be giewed as children of the soil, 
Though they retain the appellation of Chiis.iaas, tho neglort 
and degeneracy of centuries has reduced thom t& the abjert 
level of heathenism, In their style of living, theiy assaviations, 
their habits of thought, thar ignorance, their® gross supers 
stitions, they resemble the surrounding idolaters, and stand in, 
equal noed of the enlightening and elevating’ influences of the 
Gospel. Chittagang was also at that period a flourishing: sem 
port and attracted a lange population by its trade, though now 
it has lost some of its importance awing to competition with the 2 
more convenient harborage of Alcyah, 

In the year 1812 then, as alrgaily stated, Chittagong received 
its first Missionary, Mr. D’Bruyn was deputed hy tho Se. 
yampore directors to turn the first sod, and sow the first seed. 
Tis thorough acquaintance with the colloquial dinlect of the 
natives, gave power to the ardour with which ho threw himsel(~ 
into the work. Crowds gathered in the ghreets and bazary of 
the town and in the feighbouring marketplaces, and listenod 
with surprised pleasure tg the message of grace, Among thom 
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the proncher frequently observed strangers from the contiguond 
Mugh settlement, On seeking their aequaintunes he found, 
that beyond the few words needed for purposes of buying and, 
selling, Lhey had no knowledge of Bengali. While yet revol- 
ving the veadiegh micana of establishing an intercourse with 
theso interesting people, he was introduced to a young lad quid 
to be the sou of a skipper by the name of Broderick, who had 
-some yerrs ago made his home among the Mughe. ‘Tho door 
‘was opening, Mer. D? Bruyn persuaded the boy’s friends to 
/commit him to his guardianship and support. Dick Brodori¢k, 
for so he had been named by his father, soon picked up cnough 
of Tngali to onablo him to act as Inberpreger to his own people, 
ands the work began. Harly tokens eof’ success followed this 
eenlous allompt Lo visitethe Mughs with ihe “tidings of gtoab 
*joy 3? numeroys converts were made ; and prospects were daily 
growing brighter, when D’ Braye fell a victim to the ungovern~ 
ablo passidn of thé lad whom he had brought up as his vwi 
son, Dick? Broderick had latterly bocome impationt of his 
puardian’s control, ITLaving beon suffered to assume tho Turo- 
pean costume in place of the Mugh dross to which ho had been 
neendlomed, he beeunta vain, and sought to pass off as a phas 
loupga, or foreignor, The tell-tale holes, large otough for the 
‘tusertion of an ordinary sized thumb, which Mughs bore into their 
cur-lobus and which adorned him, hg sought to eoneenl by 
shrageing his shoulders and turning up Ins oat collar, This 
and similar vidiculous conevils, added to moro serious itrogn. 
lavities of conduct, could not, but be noticed; and they 
ealled for vepreof, Accordingly one day, 1” Brayn attempted 
to rebuke him when, true to the impulsive character of his 
mother’s people, Divk Broderick sprang forward, and seizing a 
Knife that was at hand, plunged it into his bencfhefer, My, 1? 
Bruyn oxpired within two hours of receiving the fatal wound ; 
but he gpent the last strength of ebbin$ life in pleading with 
the authoritios for the-unhappy murderer. 
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Mr D’Brnyn was sucoceded in the year 1818 by Mr. Pencouk, 
who retaining the general superintendence of the stations that 
had been formed, was reljeved of the pastoral care of tho M ugh 
Chureh by the appointment of a Mr. Domingo D’ Cruz, one of 
the fruits of the labours of the Rev. ©. Leonard of Dagon. 
But this arrangement was early disturbed by Mr. D’ Cruv’s 
yelingnishment of the pastoral office, and Mx. Peacock was 
left alone to cope, as well as he could, with the united claims 
of the Native and Mugh populations, Towards tho close of 
the year 1820) he came round to Caleutta with a view ofe 
furnishing himself with Bengali and Burman Seriptuves, in- 
tending to return Pithout delay to the work he loved. @But 
God had ordamed otherwise. Ilo had not been moro than ” 
a few days in Caleutta when he wat prostrated by a fover 

brought on by exposure to the malaia of the Sundorbuns,’ 
. to which he sueeumbed and“ f&) on sleep.” 

Darkness now appeared to close over the dawhin# prospects 
of the Mugh mission, ‘Two men had died within threo years. 
The churches were again destitute, and the Serampore Mis~ 
sionaries to whom they turngl, looked around in ‘vain for soma 
one to ocenpy the breach. A funerabsermon was preached for 
the departed Missionary, ayd the anxious thoughts that filledtho 
minds of the Fathers of the Mission found thrilling utterance off 
the oceasion from the pulpit of the Lal Bazar Chapel. They were 
not spoken in vain, God had brought thither tho vessel Te had. 
chosen to carry on the Mugh Mission. As the disconrso pro- 
ceeded, My. Fink listened withexcited interest to tho story of 
Chnist’s triumphs among the exiled Mughs, the description of 
the field white for the harvest, and the strong ery to tho har~ 
vest-King to thrust forth [lis labourers ; and as he heard, his 
soul was stirred within him. There as he sat, and before ever 
the servico was ended, he had formed his resglve. In a moment 
he saw and accepted fhe mission of his4ife; and before the lash | 
Jamentations for the fallen had ceased their echoing, he had 
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stopped forth to fll the place of the dead. Swift to act when a 
purpose was once formed, Mr. Fink met Dy. Marshman at tho 
foot of the pulpit-siairs, and offered, to go to Chittagong. 
* TIore am I,” said he, “send me.” 

The acceptance wagas prompt as tho offer, The honoured 
Fathers whose souls had been yearning in painful solivitude 
over the destitute condition of tho Mugh Churches, were quick 
to culch <od’s answer to their prayers. Arrangements were 
‘made to enable the young Missionary to hasten to his chosen 
work. IIo resigned his ‘secular employment, andeon the 10th of 
January 1821, was publicly ordained to the ministerial office, 
Tho gprdination prayer was uttered by Dr. —Marey, and the charge 
wag, delivered by the Rev. IT, Townley a dhe Independent Mis- 
sion, from the words, “Make full proof oe" thy ministry.” 

+ Tne few days, Mr. and Mrs. Fink weve on their way to Chit- 
lagong. 
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_ Chittagong—its hisloiy—origin of the Mugh selllement—Alr, 
Buil’s first visil lo the Mugh stations—Schools—The Arracanese 
language. i 
Leaving the young Missionary and fis wife to pursue their 
journey through the Sunderbuns, down the mighty Megna, and 
ner ss the Bay of Bengal to its eastern shore, let us take wt 
bird’s-eye view of the scene of their future lnbouts.* Chitta-’ 
gong, situated on the east of the Bay, is the capital of the pros 
vinee of Chittfgong which forms the ‘eastern limit of Bengal: 
proper. It stands on the river Karnafali, and is still w cons 
siderable sea-port. & entering the river, we got sight of tho 
town studded* with logy,hills, cach surmounted by a white hduse, 
the residence of some European, to whi&h a winding path-wif 
- ascends through an avenue of fits, whose cone-shaped herds’ 
+ ise in solemn greatness aboyo® the other leafy oeenpants of thy 
hill-side. From the tops of these hills, woking sbutlfward, mily 
he seen the tumbling waters of the Bay, only separmted from 
the river by a narrow neek of land; whilst the enstern view ts 
bounded by a long line of blag hills, peopled hy savage bribes, 
and clad, from base to summit, in tmpenctrable jungle, ‘Tho 
tiver-epproach to the town, as we adyanee, presents a iva 
turesque view of ships of various sizes riding ab anchor, its 
ferspersed among num@'ous small craft; and of native boats, 
some plying up and down the stream Jaden with passengers 
or goods for neighbouring markets, others crowding around 
the distant pier waiting for eargo, Passing into the district, 
we find the fuce of the country diversified hy numerous 
ranges of hills reaching an average hoight of from 150 to 
200 feet, built up of sandy strala which appear to have been 
but recently recovered from the sea. They ara supposed, hows 
ever, to he connected with the voleanic bulivthat has been ascers 
tained to extend from the island of Java, and aro, for the most, 
part, covered with a thick low jungle, whose monotony is somo« 
. 
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times broken by a tall forest treo overshadowing tholesser 
growth, The exlens.ve traots of Hat country lying between the 
mnges, Ave liberally dotted with populous villages, and ave 
nider cultivation, ‘They ave watered by no less than ton rivers 
of varying importaney besides imumerablo hill-streams; so 
» that thongh tho soil is sandy and fav from uniformly pro- 
dugtive, ib is in no placo wholly unculturable. The staple 
produce of the provinge, as indeed of all Bengal, is rice ; but 
‘thy cullivation of hemp and sygar-cane is also considerable. 
nw If ils agricultural products are few, ils artizgn population, 
with tho exception of the elasses whose gkill is needed in ship- 
building, is likewise limited ; and it possessgs no mineral wealth, 
* Tts chief importance centres in its pare whichgstill aturacts 
eapilatists and merchaats from all parts “of Tlindostun. 
+ ‘Pho population, which is chiolly Mahomedan, has been 
estimated ab 94,900, and is ggnerally more enterprising and 
salf-helpfad thay tral of some other provinces of Bengal, ‘The 
Iindoos form bub one-thivd of the population, a proportion 
which can only be accounted for hy the trequent alternate 
annexations af’ tho provinee by the Rajahs of Avracan and 
Tipperah in early Limes, and the Rajah of Arracan and the 
Moghul Government ab a moro recent period, Chittagong 
wieuilly formed part af’ tho independent and once-llourishing 
Kingdom af Tipperah; but being situated on the borders 
of Arracan, it was more than once taken hy the Rajah of this 
Inter country. Tb was in hia possession when the Afehan 
kings of Bengal were attracted to it, in the carly part of the 
{6th ventury, hey incorporated the province into thei» own 
Wwrritovies, and continued to hold it till the time of their 
alrugele for dominion with the Moghul, when it beeamo 
‘an easy prey to the Rajah of Arracan.  Fiuding that this 
robbery provaked, no remonstrance, the Rajah projected 
an expedition to the mouth of the GiMges; but here ho 
was eheeked and driyen hack, To, chastisd his unsernpu- 
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Ions ambition, Shaista Khan, tho newly appoiuted Governor 
of Bengal, fitted out a formidable oxpedition both naval and 
mililary, and not only expelled the Arracanese from tho numer. 
ons islands of the Bay, but advancing as fur as Chittagong, 
annexed the province to the Moghul Expire. From that time 
through a period of ninety-six years, Chittagong remained unlor 
Mahomedan rule. At length, by a treaty signed on the 9th of 
Seplembor 176/), it was ceded to the Wast Indis Company, md. 
has ever since been 2 British province, 

The historyof the Mugh settlement is soon told. Arvacan 7 
wag an independent kingdom till the year 1783, when it was 
conquered with dif@plty by the King of Burmah, Wha the | 
Avracanese found themgelves unable to check the progress of the", 
Burman arms, and rid their country of it unscrupulous tyrants 

. large numbers of them resolved to leave their land rather than’ 

. submit toa foreign yoke. Acdordingly, many fled to the hills 
and dense forests that skirt the southern frontier 6f Chittagong ; 
others penetrating further, took refuge in the districls of Chil 
tagong aud Tipperah. ‘These ave the people commonly called 
Mughs, What tho origin or etymology of the word J/uyA is, 
no one has heen able to ascertain, ‘Phe Arracanese themselves 
disown tho appellation, Tt appears to have been given eifher 
hy the conquering Burmans, or the people of Bengal: probably 
by the latter. Woe incline to think thatif’ ils origin could be 
trnced, it would be found to bo a word of reprowch, Bo this as, 
il may, we find those fugitive Mughs settling along the south 
of Chittagong in the year 17g3. Soon, among the hills and 
valleys of this part of the district, there sprang up numerous 
Mugh villages, whose inhabitants were in diligont pursuit of 
various means of livelihood. Some went into the jungles to 
cut wood to be sold for fuel in the neighbouring markets ; olhera™ 
cleaved large tracts of land for the cultivation of rige and jute; 
others supplied them#lves with fishing tatkle. ‘Lo encourage * 
their permanent seltlement i in British territory, our Governmont 
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furnished them with agricultural implements and other indus 
trial apphanees, Qrough a Captain Cox who established a bazar 
for their speaial benefit, kuown as Cox’ Bazar. Bringing their 
Buddhism with them, they were accompanied by their priests’ 
ov poongees, who Uspersing among the numerous towns and 
villages of the new settlement, erected their monasteries, or 
hyoungs, and gave themselves to the education of the children. 
“The inler@ourse of the Mughs with the Mahomedans and TTin- 
iloos of the district, was restricted to the dealings of the markel- 

»place: from all further rélations they abstained, afd their towns 
und villages were distinet from those of the rest of the people. 
‘This qvas their condition when the gospel gRiched them through 
“Myr.d)’Brayn in’ the year I814. We hat glready ¢aken a brief 
muavey of the history of the following six yours, when the gospel 
pradually spread among the people. Lieb us restune our 
narrative. , 

Reaching Clrittagong in the fivst week of Mebruary 1921, 
Mr, Bink prepared at once to visit the Mugh setlement, and 
yecommend bimeelf personally tothe churches, [Te seb out with 
Mv, dohu Johannes, then the Quperintendent of a Mission 
Sehool at Chittagong, and Kheppoo, a Mneh itinerant 
weagher, On his arrival he found thap there were four stations 
if which churches had been organized, hey were Warbang, 
Chukuriya, Munjariya, and Cox’s Bazgr. Stopping in each, 

whe read to the churoh a Jetter from the Serumpore brethren, 
in which the people were informed of his appointment to oversee 
them, and earry the Gospel through the Mugh settlement, ‘The 
Maughs ave, by nature, a warm-hearted and impulsive race, and 
their reception of My. Tink was sneh as (i eneournge him to 

ai zetlons devetement of his energies to thew welfare. Jn his 
account of (his first visit he says: 

“Me eller wlueh you gave me (recommending: me as 
“Uhely Missionary,) was Sead hy brother Kheppoo to all the 
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Churhes, and the brethren and sisters embraced me with all 
Kindness and affection, such affection as would encourage any 
person to dwell and unéte himself with them, Vor my part, 
T could live and spend all my days with these people, these 
beloved Arracanese brethren and sistess ; and I have to bless 
the Lord that he inclined my heart to go and be among them.” 
There ean be no doubt that the demonstrative affection with 
which the Mugh Christians welcomed Mr. Vink, vtas owings 
as much to the fact that hee had undertaken to lean thei? 
language as {6 the influence of Christian feeling, They had~ 
hitherto reecived the Gospel throngh interpreters; no mission- 
ary had yet preachy to them in their own vernaculay In 
common with their goytatrymen and, we may add, to a greater” 
or less degree with all Orientals, they were pre-disposed 
respect, and be attached to, any Buropean who spoke theit 
native longue; and as it was known that Mr. Fink had come 
with the express intention of declaring to thens, ht thoir cvn 
Arracaneso, the wonderful works of God, it is nob surprising 
that he found them prepared to recive him with affectionato 
joy. The regard they shay for those who can communicate 
with them in their mother tongue, fs intended ay an acknow- 
ledgment of the compliment implied in the paing the forejyner 
takes to acquire their Janguage. Tho fact thit ho inkes this 
trouble is interpreted tg signify, that he secks to havo intors 
courgo with them; and this is itself a ready passport to their 
confidence and sympathy. We may illustrate this observation 
by a story Mv. Fink used tatell, of an encounter with a band 
of river-pirates. Being ont on a Missionary tour, ho was 
moving down the river Koladyne near sunset one evening, 
when his boatmen began to shout and make 9 great noise. 
Looking out of his cabin window, he saw along Burman canoe 
propelled hy forty or fifty paddlers armed with spears and other 
formidable weapon®, making straight for his boat, Just thou 
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one of his boatmen bursting into the eabin, cried ont, * Sir, 
Sir, dnevits ave ppon us! They will kill us and plunder the 
boat! Oh, what is to be done?? “Tet me go on deck and 
ave,” anid Mr. Pink, By the timo he reached the deck, the 
pivate-boat had come acarer, and ho distinelly overheard its 
ocoupants making their arrangements for the attack. They 
were not more than iwonty yards off, when he called to them 
sin Burman, and asked what they wanted. The moment they 
heard him speak, they dropped. their paddles, and shouted, 
“Took! look! he spoaks our tongue!” My Fink repeated 
his enquiry, and they answered, “ We ,came to plunder your 
boatabut we have changed our minds, we cannot do harm 
to a foreigner who speaks onr language,? This ded to further 
eonversation, “Comemearer,” snid My, Fink, “let us have 
‘a Tittle friendly talk.’ Te then began to show them how 
wrong’ it, was to lend the kind of life they were living ; he told 
trem, how* the gréal God of heaven would punish all dacoils, 
and concluded with giving them the story of Jesus Christ, 
Some copies of the Burman Scriptures and a few sorious 
thoughts wore all the booty they gurried away that night, 

Tho fevling which disarmed these robbers was the same ns 
thay which found expression in the mutual congratulations 
tnd joy of tha Mugh Christians at Mr, Fink’s settlement 
among them. Tor his own part, he lost no"time in beginning 
the diligent study of the Burman language, incited as he was 
by the prospect, nob only of labouring with acceptance among 
the Churches, but also of being gble to declare the message of 
life to the heathen population, Concerning the latter, he says 
in the letter from which we have already, quoted: “ Besides 
the above-mentioned places where eburches have beon estab. 
lished, there are very many more Avracanese villages, in. some 
of which the people have never heard the word of God. When 
T consider this, it envotvages me more ferPoutly to bond myself 
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towards sludying the language. While T was at, these plavor, 
I saw hundreds of Arracancse priests, called poongees, vlothed 
in yellow garments, walking the streets, lo whom the poor 
Arracanese are obliged to pay a kind of adoration, Besides 
myself, there is no one to stand in bagtle against them; but 
by the command of the Captain of my salvation, I hope to see 
some of them conquered. Oh for more faith in Tim who ig 
the strength of all!” Such were his thoughts as heesurveyed, 
the future batlle-feld, A . 
Tt had been, Mr, Fink’s intention to have his home in tho, 
midst of the Mughs so that his usefulness should rceeive no 
interruption ; but ghis he found impossible. ‘Tho trag of 
country thoy inhabtte was one oxtensive jungle, toleyably + 
healthy through somf"months of the year, but, during others 
reeking with the most deadly miasmala, ‘The Mugh Christians 
themselves strongly dissuaded him from his original purpose, 
and yielding to their decision, he arranged to spend (hee 
months in the year, wz., March, April and May, in Chittagong, 
This arrangement left him nine months for the personal superin. 
tendence of tho Churches, and for missionary labour among: the 
heathen Mughs, Acemdingfy yy havipg spent the eveator part 
ot February in making himsell acquainted with the peopleund 
the wants of various stations, he returned to Chittagong, Tne 
letter written on the 22nd of that month, he tranamilted to Serum 
poreastatement of tho®lubours in which he found the Mugh 
preachers entertained by the Mission, ongaged, Irom this ae. 
count it appears, that there were four leading men lo whom Cox’s 
Bazar, Chukuriya, Iarbang, ahd the immedinto neighbourhood 
of Chittagong, wore severally assigned. Besides them, there werp 
two or three subordinale evangelists located in and around 
Cox’s Bazar, whose population exceeded that of the other towne.” 
In addition to their daily work among the heathen, this small 
band of preachers pwevided, as best they vottld, for the religious * 


20 


Instruction of the Churehes, It is true that when Mp, Fink 
hecame sulliciently acquainted with the Arracanese longue to 
he able fo converse with his people wifhout the aid of an inter. 
peter, he found that in many cas their knowledge of Divino 
teuth'was bub clemenjary, whilst in others, it was mixed up 
with serious error; but this was not surprising. When we reflect 
that U they had no New Teslamentin their native tongue ; that 
a few Byrman Gospels and tracts furnished all their knowlec go 
» respecting God and Tlis Word 3 and that even the spoken word 
had as yet reached them only through interpreters who often, 
probably, misconerived the preacher’s meaning, and certainly 
failed to transmit his fire; the wonder §, not that they were 
foupd wanting, but that they had so stwcessi lly gtrivon. against 
ethese disadvantages. 

One af Me, Vink’s earliest projects for the energetic warking 
of the Mugh Mission, was the establishment of schools, The, 
Maghs in accordance with an ancient untional practice, sent 
their boys at eight or ten years of age, to the priest of the 
village, who was also the schoolmaster, fora little edneation, 
With him thoy resided during the period allotted for tuition, 
A. little reading, writing, and account-keoping were the sum 
total of whnb they were toughb, Both priest and pupils were 
mpported by daily contributions made by the shop-owners and 
house-holdors of the village, of rice, yegdables, and other 
articles of food. Clad ina Toosa yellow mantle, and attended 
by a servant bearing a large palm-leal’ fan which was  serupus 
lously interposed between him and every woman that passed 
(for he was nob allowed to look upon a woman,) the priest made 
the cireuit of the villago ov bazar evorye morning. Tle was 
followed hy his pupils who bore Iaequered trays for the reception 
of the gifts of the people. No word was spoken during these 
perambulations. Stopping at each door, the priest sluck a 
brass gong which he cavried for the purySse, to give intimation 
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of his nrrival. ‘The signal was instantly answered by the honse 
holder or some other member of the family, who, issuing with 
the day’s contribution, placed it on one of the trays. Any thing 
tight be given on these occasions but money, which il, was 
not lawful for a priest to have. i) 

The education supplied to the childven of theso kyoungs was 
very vudimentary, except in the case of candidates for the 
priesthood ; yet such as it was, it helped them in the*transuc- 
tion of business, and so was of no small advantage. Tlenva 
too, the priesLawas always popular, and wherever he went, 
could command an ample livelihood. Toaring, at this early 
stage of his proceedfigs, to excite popular opposition Iyntoo 
public an interferenggewith the prescriptive rights of the 
priesthood, Mr. Fink determined to "begin by establishinge 
schools for Christian boys, in the hope that the ebildven of hea- 

- then parents would in time be atlracted to them. Tle likewise 
arvanged for the instruction of the girls dud avomen of the 
christian community. The Mughs, lile the Burmarfs, or [Iin- 
dons, never encouraged femalo education; so that even among 
the Christians, the education gf wives and daughters had been 
entirely overlooked, All young gins, malrons, and widows, 
were now taught to read the Barman Scriptiro. ‘The beneflpial 
influence of this measure cannot be over-rated: 1b was folt 
in every Christian "houso-hold, snd materially aided tho growth 
of that high religious principle which became a prominent for. 
ture in the character of the Mugh Christian, 

A sorious draw back aliko Jo the suceess of schools and the 
dissemination of Gospel truth, was the absence of vernacular 
publications. Thera were no Arracanese books. The Hlernture 
of the people was in Burman, and tho few veligions tracts snp- 
plied to Mr. Fink were in Burman. — Ibis true the Arraeanesa — 
was scarcely more than a dialect of the Barman ; you ib differed 
sufficiently from th parent language®to make a septs ves 
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ligious litorature not only desirable but necessary. Pew of 
those amongst jwhom the Missionary’s work lay, understood 
the Burman. Mugh traders whose, business took them’ to 
Rangoon and other Burman ports, and priests, wero the only 
people who claimed to have any knowledge of it. The rest 
spoke a dialect as different from the Burman as tho Musulmani— 
Bengali of Eastern Bengal is from the puro Bengali, Under 
these civeumstances it was important that religious trath should 
‘be conveyed through a channel«that would bring it noarer to 
their understandings and hearts than the Burman language 
could reach, and it cannot but remain,a matter of regret that 
no gortions of Seripture wore translated 1 Guio ‘Arvacanese. ‘The 
Scuampore Missionaries, whose Burman, versions was from the 
spon of Mr, Felix Carey, undertook, when that version fell into 
disusa, to print the new translation made by the American 
Missionaries of Moulmoin and Rangoon. This latter transla, 
tion was*permantntly adopted by the Mugh Churehes. No 
doubt, Di, Judson’s version, considering the close affinity 
between Burman and Arracanese, would have made an Arrae 
canese translation of the ontire, New Testament uanecessary, 
Nor could such a tansintion have been well ontrusted 
fo, one who though possessing great natural talent, ard 
‘an aceuate knowledge of the langnage into which the rendering 
would have to he made, had yeb had neither the general eduea- 
tion nor the training requisite for the ptoparation of a evitical 
version. Bub we think that the result would have more than 
justified the measure, if the Serpmpore Missionaries had encowr- 
aged Mr. Pink to adapt dotached Gospels and other hooks from 
the already reeeived Burman vorsion, for the use of the Mughs. 
Tho Auviliary Bible Sooiely in Caleutta have been working 
just such a scheme with success, Acknowledging the Bengali 
version ns the standard one, they have, notwithstanding, pub- 
lished tho more immegiately useful poMions of Seripture in 
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the Masulmani-Bengali, a corrupt dialect extensively spoken, 
in Mastern Bengal. These books have been gireululed fir and 
witle, they are every wheye understood, and are the means of 
conveying a knowle lye of the Gospel Lo men who would rather 
remain in total ignorance of it than be alethe pains of studying: 
the pure Bengali version, F 
After visiting the churches and laking a survey of the field 
that lay spread before him, Mr. Fink returned to Chittagong: 
during the anhealthy season of the year, and made immediate 
arrangements for the study of the Burman language, lor 
this purpose he secured the services of Kallafree, a Mugl 
preacher, with wliom Ae made considertble progress, [Lo gniva 
his undivided energies, first to the requisition of the Burman, 
then to the diulectic peculiarities of the wirracanese ; and suche 
was his suecess, that in a little more than a yeny, he was able 
slo make himself understood hy the Maghs, But he did nob 
relinguish his stadies the moment he could spkak the danguage 
By a course of steady and diligent application, he mute himsell 
extensively acquainted with Burman literature and mythology, 
and the Pali, or sacred langygge of the people. The time so 
spent cannot be said to have been misapplied, Tt was thus 
that he qualified himself for the work on which his soul wis 
sel, THe became in course of time a powvertil and oloetive® 
preacher of the Gogpel, being “mighty,” nob only “in tha 
Scripture,” but also in the sacred bovks of the people; and 
every where, whether in the market place or in the verandalt 
of his own house, in the kyoang or his own chapel, he was 
heard with eager delight. When he left Caleatla for Clitta- 
gong, it was with tle fixed hope of sponding nob only a low 
years, bat his whole life, among the Mughs and Arracianese, 
The moment he came among them therefore, he throw every 
energy of a strong mind and a strong heart into his mission, 
Yo qualify himself for his work, we lind*him thoroughly study 
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ing the language, charactor, habits, literature, religidn, of 
the people among whom he had ehosen to dwell. Lot the 
incessant toil he subsquently underwent both by day and 
night, and the perils he faced both by land and water, be the 
monument of his zeal,eand the index of his altachment to the 


Master’s cause, . 


Ciraprer TY, 


Difientties as to the treatment of heathen candidates far Bupa 
tism-Suecess and hostilfty—Death of Mr, Colaun—My, Fink?s 
views of duty—illness—visit to Catentia—discuseion with ow 
Hindoo. 


From March to the end of May 1821, Mr. Fink remained in 
Chittagong ; but he was nob inactive. Though his ehiclstrength 
was given, av already intimated, to the acquisition of the’ 
language that aves to qualify him for labour among the people 
of his choice, yet he did not, on that account, relinquish Bengali 
preaching. Le" faguently accompanied Mv. Johannesgand 
the native ovgnuelists” to the bazars and other places of resort, 
to declave the messig’ Sf life. Ie also aarefully superintendeds 
and directed the labours of the Mugh itinorants, from whom 

“he required monthly statements of their worl, 

Leaving Chittagong at the end of May to visit his churches, 
he found sad news awaiting him, Three of thé members 
of the Church at HWatbang finding themselves restrained hy 
the morality of the Christian religion, and desiring to rolurn 
to the license of heathenism, had, with a view to propitinio 
the poongee, or priest of the place, publicly blasphemed tho 
name of the Lord Jesus, and presented offerings*to dumb idols, 
Convineed that if was of the Iasb importance to keop the 
Chureh free from idolaftous contamination, Mr, tnle’s resola« 
tion was speedily formed, ‘Without any delay,” ho writes, 
“T called the Church and symmoned the threo brathren, 
and found the report true”? They stated that they had con 
tinued to attend the preaching of the word for som months 
after being’ baptized by My, D’Bruyn; but that when they 
becaine better acquainted with Christianity and found that * 
it seb its face against all immoral and camal indulgences, they 
gradually began to ffre of it, untl their declension ended in a 
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definitive renouncement of Christ. Casos such as *these, 
though they ogenrred but rarely, led Mr. Fink, through. 
owt the period of his connection with tho Avracaneso Churches, 
fo practise great care in the admission of heathen candidates. 
Indeed, the extent eof caution neodful to bo oxercised, 
is, still one of the difficullics of Missionary experience, 
Extreme cireumspection involves a delay which may tire out 
a candidtile, and send him back, disappointed and disgusted, 
‘to his heathen associations, My may be said, that in such 
a case the delay is not to be regretted, as it seaves to unmask 
a profession proved by the result ta be insincere, But this 
Is go solution of the diMeulty, This@mut who has been 
wailing so long for admission into the sanctuay of Christian 
‘fellowship, has not an cduented conscience, and ought not to 
he judged by tho standard we would apply to one nurtured in 
the bosom of an enlightened Christian morality. Lis conduet, 
stioald be viewed from his own moral slanding-ground ; and the 
question if whethor, viewed from this point, it neeessarily be- 
tokens the insincerity so hastily ascribed to it, We do nob 
justily his return to idolatry; yve only seek to show how hia 
conduet may be explained, without his being charged with 
hyyoorisy. Ue himsall, if interrogated, would acknowledga the 
Inconsistoney j but ho would plead the necessiby of the ense asa 
seb off against i, Ue would reason the Matter with himself 
thus: “ What is now lo be done? Taye renounced my hea- 
thon friends, and the Christians will nob receive me. 1 cannot 
live with nt intercourse with my fellow-mon. I will go back 
w the sveiely of my heabhon friends. Of course I must ob- 
serve some al’ their idolatrons rites, or thyy will perscente me; 
but God knows my heart, and will make a meveifit) allowanep 
for my position, Ife will see that in my hoavt, Iam a Chris- 
tian? Ind his conscience been more fully enlightened, he 
would have shrunk frors the idea of relufRing bo the  beggarly 
elements” he had so yecently forankog, for he would have had a 
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knowledge of the sin involved in such conduct. Bat since this 
was not the ease, we ought to be careful how wo undertake to 
determine the extent of his blameworthiness. Who that has 
Jaboured in the Gospel among the heathen, docs not know of 
men, Christians at heart, who yet reopneile thelr secret eun~ 
victions with an outward adherenco to the ceremonics and 
superstitions of a degrading worship ? 

But if there ave those whose advancos ought to V8 mob and 
timely encowrnged, there ave others actuated by ulterior purposos 
in their profession of belief in tho Gospel. If tho extreme of 
caution needs to be guarded against, precipitaney must also by 
avoided. Our cxpex$nco in Bongal tells us, that among the 
Jower classes.gfor one sincore secker after salvation, there arertivo 
who hope, by professing to be Christianay to be set. up in busines? 
or get 2 comfortable pension for life. Were all who come to the 
Missionary as inquivers to be indiscriminately and preeipitately 
baptized, we might show a vast number of so called Chvistinhs 
in ony annual returns ; but the influence of the Church upon the 
heathon masses would become unspeakably disastrous to the cause 
of Christianity, The truth ig, no specific rule will apply to the 
countless varieties of chayvacter that Kave to bo dealt with, No 
where is the impracticability of any such rule more convineinrs 
ly felt than in Bengal, where the matchless duplicity of to 
people will baffle” the grost sagacious interpretur of hmuan 
nature. What might, under other circumstances, be goudumned 
as suspiciousness, is only cautiousness, when dealing wilh them, 
‘When a man forsakes his kindyd and his caste, and coming’ Lo 
the Missionary, says, “ Receive mo, Ihave left all for Christ,” 
one would suppose hat his sincerity needed no farther attes- 
tation than that of the sacrifice ho had made. “Give up easiv” | 
we are ready to exclaim, “What would nota Iindoo give up 
sooner than that! Who can doubt the honesty ol’ his convies 
tions?” And yet, ifft is true that grdMt vaurifices Lollow only 
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‘ 
great convictions, we shall soon feel compelled Lo doubt the ex- 
tont as well of his convictions as of the sacrifice he has made, 
J{ his convictions were as sincere as they profess to be, and as 
great as we should be disposed, judging {rom the nature of the 
sacrifice, to infer, they” would be marked by an earnestness of 
inqitivy, and « conscientiousness of desire to know and do 
Christ’s will, which could not be mistaken for the mere mask 


of a morétnary design, Bat when, instead of these tokens of 


‘true belief, we find that his first anxiety is to know how his 
bodily wants ave going to be supplied; when, Instead of tho 
independent desire for knowledge, which needs no prompting, 
he r&nires to be mmduced 40 veevive instruotfon,—it is impossible 


“40 repel the suspicion that the sacrifice of gusto antl friends was 


ot made without the fiope of a more than commensurate gain 
by coming among the Christians, Sometinies a man may so 
cavefully guard against every appearance inconsistent with his 
asfamed ebarneter of a teligious inquirer, as entively to disarm 
suspicion; and it is nob till his period of probation is over, 
and hoe is admitted by baptism into Chureh-fellowship, that 
tho Missionary begins to have a d&yning perception of bis trac 
charactor, Suill, as a gonefal rule, a earetal study of the civ- 
eumstinees wader which (he inquirer comes to the missionary, 
wid a watehtial wduuly of the Gone and tenor ofghis vonversation, 
will enable one to form a pretly correeigopinion ol’ his motives 
and character; and whon that opinion is favowable, the bare 
possibility of ultimately discovering that a deesption has been 
practised, cannot justify a protraeied and wearying probation, 
But prejudiced ag Me. Vink was, in favour of prolonged 
periods of trial, the suspicions caution with? which Ube Bengali 
offen needs to be treated, was nol, as arnle, requisite among 
the Mughs, ‘They have always been a frauk, out-spoken, and 
iudependent people, having neither the physical weakness nor 
the consequent cowardice’ which underlie the double-dealing of 
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the Bengali. Passionate and revengeful, they are also manly 
and of generous impulses. As an cnemy, o Much is relentless 5 
asa friend, heis self-sacfificing, Such the Missionary found him, 
If he hated the Gospel, he became an uncompromising foe; if 
he received it, it was the result of h6nest convietion; if he 
loved it, it was with the love of a full heart, ‘To be sure, in 
course of his Jabonys, Mv. Tink inet with oeeasional instances of 
low, cowardly dissimulation; but these, like the ‘xeeptions 
which prove a rule, only servéd to remind him of their incon- 
sistency with fhe geneval chnracter of the people. 

A story is tqld of an instance in which Mv. Peasock, Mr 
Fink’s predecessor, vas painfully deevivel. A Mugh eathe to 
him desiving ‘baptisige As the man’s conduct artis the usual 
period of probation had been satisfactory, and nothing could be 
suid prejudicial to his character, Mx. Peacock agreed to baptize 
him, The day was fixed, and the rile was administered ; but the 
moment the man came up out of the water, “he turned to XTr, 
Peacoek and said, “ Will you please tell me now, how smuelr Ty 
month I am to gel?” One may at first be disposed to regard this 
incident as illustrative of the deceitful ennning of the Mugh 
character ; bub such a conclusion Would be erroneous, If this 
Mugh had been an accomplished deceiver, he would not shave 
been betrayed info so umseasonable an inquiry, [lis condues 
was, obviously, thateof @ simple fellow who had from somewhere 
got the notion, that overy baptized porson reeeived a monthly 
allowance of money for his supporb; that this offer of support 

yas avowedly intended to indfiee people to beceme Christinns ; 
and that he had only to wait till ho was baptized, to claim 
his share of money.” Ie was not aware that he had been practise 
ing a deceit. Mr, Peacock who was a most serupulous man, . 
was for a» moment dumb with astonishment. As soon as he 
could speak, he bgzan to reproach himself in tho bitterest, 
terms, with having, by some romissnoss of his own, sullered 
this man to incur the Quill of making a Christian profossion 
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from unworthy motives. Indeed, he“eontinued for days in 
great agony of mind, owing: to what be called his © great sin.” 
Bul none that knew thaé heavenly-minded man, could for a 
moment believe that he was to blame, The fact was, he never 
learnt the Mugh Imeynge, and all his inlereoursegiwith the 
people was condneted through interpreters. Ib is no wonder 
thereforo, that despite all the pains he took, he should yet have 
had but ag imperfect knowledge of tho characters’and motives 
of many who sought Christian, baptism. But let it also be 
recorded of him, that his anxious solicitude for the purity of 
the churches, and tho rare conscientiousness that ruled his 
every aetion, stimulated as they must, age been by the know- 
ledge of the very disadvantage under which he laboured, were 
sewarded in no smalk degree by the fi%h tone of Christian 
charneter whigh tho people attained. At his death, he left 
behind him a name fragrant with the loying remembrances af * 
al, who knew his “meek and quiet spirit,” and had witnesed 
his noiseless but untirmg labours. 

Unwilling to defer the pleasure of preaching to the heathen 
Mughs till he could address thom in their native Longue, My. 
Fink went about with his qvangelists, taking every opportunity 
to say w fow words through an intorpreter. As soon as ho 
beenine indep mdent of sueb aid, he throw tho Gospel nob nob 
only over the immediate neighbom hood of tho*slations where 
his churches wore loguted, bub ulso ovorMotsheulloe,fKutupdiya, 
Becheekheo, and the other densely populated ishuds which 
dot the enstern coast of the Bay, as far south ns Rnmoo, Sue- 
oeas soon dawned. In January df the following year he reports, 
that there wero “a few at Manjariya who had forsukenfidola- 
try; and in the neighbouring island of Kuttpdiya, the 

_ word of life had washed the heart of an old man whose con- 
vorsition was hailed as the first fruifs of that populous island. 

* Jt was to be expected shat this success sh%uld not be unaecom- 
janied hy a growing hostility Cowgrds the Missionary and 
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his companions. Thronglioul the heathen world, the hitlorest 
enemies of the truth are to be found amony the priesthood, 
whose craft is endangered. Sometimes they eck to infmenee 
the common people through their superstitions fears, and threw 
ten them with the wrath of tho gos if they forsake thie wore 
ship of their fathers. Ab other times, they will feign to have 
discovered some new charm, to have reeviyed some new inspi- 
ration, or to have been favoured with somo fresh mitaentous 
power, by a shrewd and discreet. use of which, they will work: 
upon the popular eredulity and diveyt men’s, though(s from 
(od’s scheme “of salvation, Now il is one clasa of emotions 
that they strive «to axéito, now ibis another; always adapting 
their deeoits to thé’ charaeter and disposition of the people 
they deal witfi, and de&teronsly appealing ta hopes, fonva ‘und, 
eyen animal passions, in their anxiety to withstand tho adyanes 
of a purer knowledge. Such being the case, we fre not sues 


“prised to hear that among the Mughs too, the Devil sowpd 


tares where the servant of Christ sowed wheat; bad this hosti« 
lity only stimulated Mr. Vink to tha adoption of various 
means to arrest the attention of tho people, Knowing how 
easily the curiosity of an ignofant bub lively raco may be execit- 
ed, he always had some dovive vendy ‘for collesting the people 
of ¢ market or village around him. lveyuently, standing’ ip 
some conspicudus pot, he had merely to tke his watch ont of 
his pocket and hold ib uywso that it might atbract the notices al’ 
passers by. First one man, and then wnother, would stop to 
stare at it; a dozen move would soon follow, curious to know 
what was going on; and so theSnumber would keep inoreasing, 
till quite a congrogation of men and women were shouting all 
kinds of eager questfons respecting “ the little live thing” he 
held in hie hands. Perhaps he would answer some of those (ies. 
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tons; then volarning the wateh to his packel, say, “ Tear what 
T have to tell you, and whon T have done, you shall see the 
watch again.” This promise, whoneverit was given, acted as 
an inducement {o most of the people lo remain and listen to 
the message of Hife, Wehat the watch did in tho ntarket-place, 
neqlouree map, or picture did in the Missionary’s bungalow. 
It only needed to he exhibited in some conspicuous place on the 
wall, whoit passers by were sire to stop and examine it. Ag 
soon asa goodly number of peopke was collected, the map was 

“yolled up, ov the picture ‘turned to the wall, andethe preaching 
hogan. Many originally brought hy some such means undet 
tho stad of the Gospel, recoived the Wordein faith. 

Finding the people so easily lured by gurbsity~ a Buddhist 
Priest, recently coma ffom Ceylon, anda violent opponent of 
Christianity, sal about a scheme for counteracting the growing 
influence of the Christian toachors, Lis expediont was the 
folfowing, Jo happoned to have in his possession an old ters 
yvostrial glohe brought {rom either Ceylon or Caleutta, whoso 
use, ag may be supposed, was a dark mystory fo the ignorant 
Mughas. Tho most probable conalasion they could eome ta, 
was, that it had to do with*some oconlt seiones known only to 
those who, like the priest, were favoured with special eommuni- 
entions from Buildha, Taking the globe along with him, and 
frooly exhibiting it with a view, probably, pl anticipating and. 
setting at rest all irvevgrent doubts reapecting his superior 
sanctity and learning, he bravelled from one end of the country 
do the other, declaring that hq had visited all parts of the 
world, (a lie suggested by his having (raced them, perhaps, on 
the globo!) had mado himself acquainted ywith the manners 

~ 2nd customs of all races of men, and had profoundly“studied all 
the religions prevailing among them ; and that the conclusion 
do which his observations had led him, was, that the English 
“wore worse than any other people, and the Christian roligion the 
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most degrading of religions, By speeches such as these, aided hy a 
judicions exhibition of the ald globe, he created for a while no 
Small sensation among the people, who in their simplicity infer. 
red, hata man who understood nll about that mysterions thing 
with the strange figures on it, that tarned round and round, 
must be speaking the truth. Vast numbers, among whom 
were many Mugh priests, were deluded into giving credence Lo 
his pretensions, and some went so far as Lo render dim Divine 
honows, Te used the inflyence thea acquired, to inailo the | 
people to peygeeute the Christians, and prevent the preachings 
of Jesus Christ, and for some time it heeame popular to sry all 
manner of evit condbrning tho Christiang falsely, and, in a 
thonsand small ways to harass and annoy them, Meeayangy 
one of the native tingclists at. Munjetiya, was on ono occe» 
sion, robbed by the Zemindar of his village ef his rico nnd 
poultry, and then tied up and whipped on his bare back for 
preaching Josue Christ. “But still, forall this,” addedatho 
brave old man in the letter in which he recorded this trealment, 
T trast in the Lord and persevere in my work,” — 'Iheso por. 
secutions fora timo had the effect not only of deterring many 
from attending, as they woul othergvise have done, the preach« 
ing of the Gospel, but they also kept back somo from prolesne 
ing the faith they had embraced in their hearts, and frightened 
others who had i¢cently joined the Christians, into relumning to 
heathenism. But this*hoatility did net cause the least suspen 
sion of Missionary labour, From “village to village, from 
market. to market, from island to island, from mountain to 
mountain, and all along the jungly and marshy valloys of that 
unwholesome reign did Mr. Pink and his itnerants journey, 
proclaimieg the ansvarchable riches of Christ, alike when greeted 
with abuse and when received with a friendly welcome, Ag 
the renewed character of the Christians began to be better 
known. and the primgiples of their holy religion appreciated, thd 
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oppasition to which the heathen jad been stimulated, died+out, 
and they hogan ayain to hear the Word of Lite with pleasure. 

In some places, Lhoy came to the housool the native prexeher 
every day, asking for instruction, 

Jn the year 1820, afler the Missionaries Judson and Colman 
had, been sent away in disgrace from the Burman enpital, and 
their petition for religions liberty had been refused by the King 
of the Gtlden Foot, they. “thonzit ib necessary to leave 

. fora time those parts of the empire which were immediately 
“under hig dominion,” ‘and transfer their labowg to tho 
Mugh soitloment in the south of the Chittagong distriet, It 
wns oventually decided, that only Mr, ant ates? Yolman should 
“proced thither, with a view (o gather thg Artitenngse converts 
Believed to havo been sfattered after the detth of D’ Bruyn, and 
to have remaed so ever since, and form a refaze for Dr. 
Judson and his Burman Christians whenever residence in Ran- 
gotn should heeomd impossible, Tt appears strange thal these 
good men Should have so entirely overlooked the Inbours 
of Mr, Peacovk, Mr. T’Bruyn’s successor, who was werk- 
ing the Mugh Mission as vigogonsly ax hiy cirenmstances 
would allow, at the very dime when Dy, Judson declared the 
poowe to he “destitute of instruction”? and the converts to 
ood collecting: together.” Tt is also strange that Uhey should 
have so far lost sight of the consideration, hw to the founders 
of the Mugh Mission as, to proceed ihe oertipy a region known 
to be worked hy them, withont even communicating their 
intention {o the Seramporo Brgthren. Be this as ib may, Me. 
Colman arrived at Chittagong in the middle of the year, and 
after waiting some months for the perinigsion of the Govern- 
ment, took up his residence at Cox’s Bazar, 4 slalfun seventy 
niles away from the town of Chittagong. But he had not been 
, there a year when he fell a vietim (0 the dendly sever of those 
"parts, Before his removal he had been sttgly dissuaded fom 
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yemaining at Cox’s Bazar diving the unhealthy months ae! 
the year, but believing all such representationg of tho climate to 
be exaggerated, he decided on making’ a trial of one sivkly season, 
But as just stated, he had senreely settled down to his work 
when he was prostrated by the fever: dis wife’s most anxious 
mninistrations failed to arrest the disease, and he died before 
it would have beon possible to send him medical assistance. 
My. Bink who was ab the timo in Chittagong arid did not 
hear of My. Colman’s illness till he reeeived tidings of his 
death, hastened to Cox’s Bazar in hope of being of some help + 
to Mrs Colman. He prevailed on her to return to Chilta- 
gong without flelay, “and he himself followed, but noj-svon 
enongh to elydo the grasp of disease. e 
It is instructive t8 noto the offect produced on Mv, Jink’¢ 
mind hy Mr. Colman’s death. Ie had for some tima previously 
. been painfully undecided how far he did right in keeping away 
from his stations through three months of tvery year, fearing 
that he was influenced by oonsiderations that had"no business 
to interfere with the execution of tho Master’s work. Te had 
oven gong so far as to secura.a piceo of ground and purehase 
materials fora house at Cox’s Bazar whore ho hoped to reside 
altogether, One would suppose thai Mr. Colman’s denth 
happening at such atime, would have set his seruples ab redt 
and satisfied him not only as to the prudence, but the moral 
rightness, of his first F arvangemants 3 but instend of this it had 
the contrary effect. He began to dosive rather than shrink from 
the sacrifice which it was more,than probable would bo entailed 
by yvemoval into the jungles, and to regard it ns a test ordained 
by Jesus Christ of his love and devotedness, The view ho 
took of hi8 position will bo best expressed in his own words, 
In a letter written immediately after bringing Mrs. Colman 
away from Cox’s Bazar, he says: “I exceedingly long to go. 
and dwell wholly fmong tlom, (the*Mughs.) ‘The denth of” 
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brother Colman has beon a trial to me; but when T meditate 
on the shortness.of our lives I consider that wherever we reside, 
we must one day quit this sinful world’ and appear in [is holy 
presence in Whoso cause we are engaged, and bofore Whom we 
nust give an account" of all our thoughts, words, and actions, 
and whether wo havo discharged our duty properly in His 
vineyard and have acted rightly towards all our follow creatures. 
And in sthrehing the Holy Scriptures I find, that the Lord has 
declared that we are not to sct dur affections upon any thing, 
nay, not even on our own lives, more than on*IIim; that he 
that taketh not up his eross and folloyeth after [Tim is not 
wortay of Ilim; and that he that findeth* hig life shall lose it, 


“and he that loseth his life for Tis sake, shgll find? ity 1 have 


Smeditatud upon those fassages, and T think ié is my duty to 
live wholly antong those to whom Lam sent. Tor what answer 
shall I give to the Lord, if I do not discharge my duty es 
I Sught? 1 have an mvful charge on my hands—to watch over 
80 many gouls ; 3 and if Ido not wateb over them as T am eom- 
manded hy the Gerd, surely their blood will bo roquired at my 
hands, But how can T thus wateh over them if Tum not liy- 
ing with them? LLow ea T warn them with the trumpet of 
Jlivword, while T am go fur {vom thom? When I consider 
theso things they make me Lremble.” 

These words fairly illustrate the clppangter of the man, If 
it is accounted noble loface vuknowe dangers in the cause of 
God's truth, iG isa iighee sclf-dovotion to encounter eartain 
peril, To Mv, Bink belonged the latter quality. Douhtless, ho 
was mistaken in his estimate of duty; indecd it was nob long 
before ho acknowledged his error; but this docs nat lessen tho 
impression our minds yeeoive of the martyr-cournge that was 
vendy to face death in the recking jungles of Chittagong. 





, When he came lo examine the question mare deliberately, he 


found thot the sacrifice “he was ready to uinke was not required 


46 


of him s that it was his duty to preserve his Ife for the service 
of: Ilim on whose altar he was willing to lay ib down; and that 
it was more consonant (vith the will of his Mastor ta seek hy 
every lawful means to prolong the period of usefulness, than to 
put out his hand presumptuously to seize h martyy’s crown, 

+ Tlardly had ho returned with Mrs, Colman from Cox’s Bazar, 
when he was overtaken by the santa fever which had Ind Col~ 
man in his grave. Though strong in its pavoxysms, it was 
intermittent for the first week or so, after which it became 
yemittent, and" was for some days so high that My. Fink was 
seareely sensibladaringy the whole of the time, This medical 
attendant assertedthftt his only hope of recovery was in sitiva- 
tion which was accogdingly tried, and with suecess, By the 
middle of September My, Fink had recovéted, and being anvi-® 
+ ous Lo reernit his strength which had been seriongly prostrate, 
‘as woll as to consult the diractors of tho Serampore Mission 
with yegard to his work, he visited Culonttn in tho following: 
month. Strengthened by their advice and sympathy, he re~ 
turned in December to Chittagong. 

On his way back, ho tookeevery opportunity lo preach (he 
Ciospel to the Bengalis of the Inenfs and villages he pnesed, 
We may close this chapter with a specimen of the simpleryeb 
practical way in yhiclkk many of tho disenssions between (hie 
Missionary and tho eflipdoo wore conducted before orthodox 
Llinduism was so sorely stvailened as ib is now, for its defence, 
“Truly, there is only ona God,” shouted a Tindoo interruptingy 
Mr. Fink in his address on on@ oeension; “bub Ife eame and 
took the shapes of Doorga, Kali and others.” “T asked hin ie 
writes Mx. tink, “8 God holy or unholy?” Te replied, “ TT 
is most holy.” I said agam, ‘If God is most holy, they cans 

, not be God who so much delight in evory unholy action”; ad» 
. ding, “remember the apfiithy and obscene songs which you sing 
continually before tls image of Doorga, and suy that sho ig 
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well pleased with. Now, if Doorga he a holy being, how can 
she take delight in unholy things?’ The Ilindoo had nothing 
more (o say then; bat it he were plied wilh the same argument 
now, he would Cell vs that there need be no congruity between 
the character of tho se-called deity that is worshipped, and that 
of the God whom this deity is believed to reveal; that the 
obsconities of Iindoo worship, suggested as they are by the 
proclivilies of universal human nature, are to be viewed only as 
tha accidental symbol of the enrolional transport excited by the 
contemplation of the Supreme Being; and that this transport, 
not its accidental expression, is the true index of tho heart’s 
adurgtion | 


‘ Ciaemn Vo 
Schaols—Popitalion of Augh Selllement—Firsk Burman wat 

Wight of the Mugha® to Chitlagang—Conduct of the Chiien 

tians—Kelurn of the Mughs to their Settlement—Contemplated 

removal to drvacut.— ° 
+ In the year 1323, Mr. Fink opened o school for Mugh heys 
al Harbang, the most centrieal and one of the most, poputons 
of the Christian Stations ; Jnl being obliged on sone account 
to close it, he transferred the services of the teagher Oogarhee,* 
to Kruskool, h place opposite the island of Musealleo, Of 
the man selected.to oadupy this post he writes: “ Onv brother 
Oogarhee is abowt Shirly years old; he is the oldest gn of , 
our aged pion’ brother *Soopong, tha itiperant at Cox’s Bakar, 
Tle is a marriod man; in his pioty, humility and mild disposi- 

‘tion, ho much resembles. his aged father, Ile is also a vory 

“laborious man, and has gratuitously laborred in spreading: 
the word of life for more than tavelve months.” A desevipiton 
this which will apply with almosb equal truth to all Mr, Bink’s. 
unassuming, devoted helpers in the Gospel, 

A little before this timo, M&. Fink had also sought to tum his 
residence in the town of Chittagong to account hy the ostablish« 
ment of a girl’s school among the numerous .Portugnesd gf 
the place, Tho character and social condition of thea» people, 
have already been diluded to, Generally vocognized as Chris. 
tians, they nevertheless, hud hardly one Christian iden ov an 
iota of Christian knowledge, and had heon left wholly uncared 
for, till the establishment by Mi? Peacock of the Bencvolent In. 
slitution in the year 1818. ‘This school whieh gave a plain but 
useful education to their sons, flourished undor Mr, ‘Tohannes’s 
able supermtendence till the pressure of other Missfonary datios 
obliged him Lo close it. The need there was for bringing the Por- 
tuguese girls under Ghristian influence, received painful isin. 
tion from a scene Mr, Tink accidentally witnessed, An aged 
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woman had died of cholera, and the funeral process‘on’ as it 
passed, drew his attention, ‘The coffin was followed by the daugh- 
tor of the deceased, a young woman of about thirty years of age, 
who with frenzied gesticulntions and passionate cries, looked up 
to [Teavon snd cursed Sher Maker for having taken away her 
mother, Waiting till the funeral was over, Mr. Fink beckoned, 
thé young woman aside in the hope of inclining her to Jetler 
thoughts “of God; but the moment she peresived his aim, 
she fled fom him as one flees from a serpent, and would not 
stop to hear a word of reproof, Nothing mofe was wanted 
to convines him of the necessity of doige something for the 
elass*to which she belonged. He and dig uvile lost no time 
in Aponing av school in their own house, gvhere shey hoped to 
Loach these Povlnyns® girls to read the Seriptures, to lead 
them to tha Saviour, and to fit. them for the duties of Chris. 
tian wives and mothers. As was to he expected, they at: 
first. met vith consid table opposition, nol so much however 
in the fom of netive hostility ns of contented ignorance, 
Tearn to read? = ‘They were beter employed in eouking 
eurrias for the family, looking atler the poultry and feeding 
the piget Wo write? ‘Where was the use of ib? their 
brothers and husbands could weitet Be taught God's wovd ? 
They wore a crucifix, took the sacraments and obtained absolu- 
tion from the priest, and that wasas ingchas they eared about | 
Bub notwithstanding this diflieul(y, paronts were gradually 
persuaded into sending their girls to be taught. Prejudices were * 
eyoreante ; aad svon the effurlS of the missjonary and his 
wife hore fruit in the eleanly persons, cheerful, intelligent 
faees aul brighter homes of their pups? But jyst as their 
labours were growing: more interesting and blessed, eirenm- 
stinces which we shall have occasion to refer ta, compelled 
their removal (o Arraean, and the sehool wag consequently close. 
Suddening as this was, they nevertheless had the satisfaction 








5a 


of feeling that within the short time tho school 
more than they had ventered to hope for, ahh vata tan 
towards the improvement of the social and roligios yy Cavin 
of tho outcasts for whom they toiled. Indeed, the renptaled 
many families who, to quole the worfs of one pe 
aequainted with theso labours, “think of Mr. Tink with |, ‘8 
gratitude, now that he is asleep in the dust of the earth.” 

From careful enquiries mate daring his visits, Mir. Wink 
ascertained that the Mugh ‘Satlemonb comprisxd fonrtoon . 
towns of varying importance, whose aggregate population 
amounted to 225,700;souls, Of these, Nawanadeo, Sankann- 
deo, Kaptai and’ ‘Goes Bazar were the largest, In the last 
named places there evas a Christian Church of thirby-4wo 
members; at Manjaviya, the Christians nfinhered lwenty-soven ; } 
at Lavbang, twenty-two ; and at Chukuriya, twelve ; giving a 
total of ninety thyes persons baptized and in full communion, 
Besides these, there were the children of tho Christians, and 
catechumens of both sexes who had renounced idolatry 1 who 
numbered seventy souls. Altogether, therefore, tho Christin 
population of the Mugh setiloment consisted in 1822, of ono 
hundred and sixty-three people. ‘Tere were some Christians 
at Kapti,a place far among the hills of tho onstern lrontior, 
but ib Jay within {he tarritorial limits of ono of the numorous 
wild tribes of those epugs, whose chief had stringently intor« 
dicted all communication with the Cempany’s territory. + Tho 
Christians of Kaptai could not visit, the Mugh sottlument, nov 
could the Missionary go to thé, Tlowever reluctantly there- 
fore, My, Fink was nevertheless compelled to leave them (0 thoir 
isolation, Te had So means of cither obtaining statistics from 
them, or learning of their spiritual well-being. Prom the 
time when the above calculations were made, to the beginning 
of 1824, the Christian community continned to prosper 5 cons » 
verts multiplied; and tho Missionary and his natiye helpors 
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met with growing success, ‘The Christian faith, was being 
bet ler understood, and the staid Sunday congregations, espe 
cinlly at Ilavbang, wore sleadily inevegsing: + among the towns 
and villages of the main lend and the mamerous islets that stud 
the eastern coast, the Gospel was beginning to have free 
course ; the simshine of Gorl’s beneficent purposes was break 
ing forth in every direction ; the fields were fast growing” white” 
anto theeharvest,—when suddenly the sky was darkened by 
the thimder-clouds of war, and the Iabonrers saw with dismay 
a dire dovastation impending, * 
The province of Arracan had been some time in possession 
of thy Burman Government when thé*Emptror, deevived by 
* the, fluttery of his courtiers, and misealyalitinig the resourees 
‘of the Mast Tndia Company, thought us extend his dominion 
in the direction of Bengal, It will be remembered that the 
district of Chitlagong bad once belonged to the independent . 
Rajah of Arracan,*thoagh it was a British possession at tho 
time Arvadan was conquered by the Burmans, But now the 
Burman Emperor affecting to consider it his by right of the 
conquest of Avragan, prepared fp ve-nnnex it, As is the way 
amnang Oriental nations, be instructed the Acracanese aubho- 
ritigs to mvade our fronticr, wilhont any preliminary declaration 
of hostilities, dv even a represeulation of ay kind to the Brix 
fish Government, —TIis plan was to male a Succession of small 
eruptions which, like fevlers, should Serve Lo ascertain the dis- 
position of the British, and whether they were likely to resent 
an oulrago with eonvage and gnergy. Consenting: ab iret, to 
regard Lhese incursions as originating with the loeal uuthoritios 
of Arncan, the Governor General of Indinsent a remonsteaney 
to the Court of Ava, in tho hope that his Burofin Majesty 
would disown their avis and visit thom with the punishment 
» their lawless proceedings deserved. But the effect produced 
* by this letier was very different from whit sas hoped for, It 
was inslunlly quoted, lo prove owsinabilily lo check the am- 
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Fition of the King of the White Elephant, who was emboldenut 
fo, push hts troops through the provinces of Assam and Chehar 
lo the borders of the Sylhet district, Soving that nothing 
short of vigorous appeal to arms would ernsh the arrogance 
of the Burman Court, Tord Amherst prepared, wot only to 
wesisL these eneroachments, but lo carry Nostil'ties into {ha 
onomy’s territory, and to transfer the seat of war to Burmalt 
proper. A powerful expedition soon arrived opposite” Ramgvon 
under the command of Sir Archibald Campbell, whose vietorions~ 
and rapid advaftee on the capital tnrned the self-complacent 
hrageardism of the Court into an undignified anxiety for por- 
sonal safely. Wren” one Burman general after un®thom wi 8 
either slain ¢n- batt}e; or disgraced by dofoat, or superseded by.” 
reason of incompeteney, and the British troops were still moving” 

. loser and closer to Ava, Maha Bandoola, who? hed advanced 
‘into Arracan at the head of an army destined for the conquest 
of Bengal, and had taken with him a pair of golden filters for fhe 
accommodation of the Governor General, was hostily re called, 
in the hope that his ‘ Invincibles’ would yet save tho tolleving 
dignity of the Imperial Co@rt, Moving: with great rapidity 
he came up with Sir Avehibuld Canfpbell’s forces ine tin to 
give them battle on more than one occasion ; but he was kied 
one morning by # ghell whilst watching the movements of tho 
British drmy from @ high tower, Tho Burman Goverment 
now lost heart. The Lord of the Goldan Poot did muke another 
attempt to regain his lost prestige by levying fresh (raups and. 
pushing them into the field, bu® nothing could arrest the mareh 
of our troops towards the capital, At last finding it hopeless 
to prolonggthe str@gele, and fearing leat, if he were obliged 
to flee from Ava, some pretender should arise and negotiate 
with the British for the possession of the throne, he consented 
to treat with the invaders. After the usnal amount af vains 
‘hagglings, it was agreed among other things, Chat ‘his Majesty 
“should cede to the Compehy in perpetuity the conquered pro 
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vince of Arracan, including the four great divisions of Arracnn, 
Ramyeo, Chedulea, and Sandoway 5 thal the Arracan mountains 

+ should henceforth form the boundary Between the bvo great 
nations on that side; and that his Majesty should also eede 
the conquered provinees of Yeh, Tavoy and Mergui, and Tenas- 
serim, with the islands and dependencies thereunto appertains + 
ind, taking the Saluen viver as tho line of demavention on that 
frontier’ * Thus ended the first Burman war, 

Among the earliest of the hostile demonstratigns which pre- 
“eeded the war we have just sketched, was the oceupation of 
Ramoo, the southernmost town of Chitlaong.s To keep the 
Burntans in cheek, the British Government ad Jnonted native 
droops along the frontigr line, in the hopethat ifeir presenes 
would prevent, enevoachment on our territory, — Ramoo was 
accordingly garrisoned by five companies of sepoys under the 
command of Captain Noton, who was however strictly enjoined 
to confine himself to defensive action. Referring the inacti- 

arty of our troops to a timid policy, (ho Burmans determined 
{o seizo the pluce, anid, if cireamgtances were fivourable, io” 
adyanco thenees upon the, town’ of Chittagong, Suddenly 
ono night, ten thousnpd Barmans fell upon the ill-fated 
ginvison of Rumoo, and destroyed if well-nigh fo a man, 
Owing {to the rumours of invasion that Rad preeeded this 
disaster, tho Christians of Cox's Sade and Manjariya 
had, in common with many Landveds of their heathen neighbours, 
begun to remove further into athe district, and the Ohvis« 
tians of Manjariva liad stated it as their intention to sottle 
at Varbang. Mr. Fink, anticipating jhe union of tho 
two churches had weitlen in Bebruary of that yee: When 
the Manjariya Church is united with it, Marbang will hoa 
brighter slay than the others.” Rub the battle of Rumoo 
“aprel this arrangement, and filled the entiropopulation with dis- 
may, ‘Lhe Mughs nowy found that Jhe Burmans had no im- 
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medigte intention of evacuating either the town they had 
taken, ov the surrounding country; and knowing that they 
could reckon on no kindly consideration from their old enemies, 
they fled in confusion to Chittagong. 


In thus hastily deserting their homes, thousands left behind 
*them thei’ only means of support. Moen, women, children, 
erowded every street and bazar of the city, some trying to dke 
ont a precarious livelihood by selling a few trifles; others, 
without oceupation, depending on the little money they hat, 
saved in the hurry of flight; and many, starving, or dying 
for want of shelter,A This influx of Mughs, together with 
the distraction anf feay that prevailed among the Bebenlis,. 
created a acefe of drsfress meluncholy to,behold. ‘ Chittagonyé 
writes Mr, Fink, ‘isin a sad stute. Tho Burmans are come 
from Arracan with an army of from ten to twenty thousand 
mon, and have already taken possession cof one part of ghe 
British tervitory, I mean Cox’s Bazar, which is now in their 
hands, The gentlemen both civil and military, as well as 
private individuals ave sending away their fimilies, come bo 
Dacca, and some to Caleutth. Provisions can seaveely bo had, 
No markets ave open; all the native shops are shut from one 
end of Chittagong to the other; the shop-keepars as well ens 
every deseriptionesf niftives are employed in earrying military 
baggage to the fiell. ABub what is to beeomo of our Mugh 
byethren and sisters? I earnestly by you to remember us 
and the Mugh chureh in your prayers, and to desire this of 
all our christian brethren and sisters at Serampore and Caloutts.’ 

At the time when disturbances broke out on the frontier, 
Mr. Vink was sifffering from a return of the Jungle-fover 
contracted m 1822, and was unable to visit his peoplo, though 
he songht by frequent letters to give them courage in’ their 
fears and to comforbtkem in their dishresses. Tho excitement 
and confusion that followed the battle of Ramoo, inereased by 
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the tidings that the Buvmans were about to march upon Chit. 
tagong, sorved to ag@ovavate his disease, until removal from 
that part of the country furnished the only hope of recovery. 
Before his loved Mugh Christians could como into Chittagong, 
ho was compolled to leave with his family for Caleutta, Com- 
ing round by Dacca, whero he rested fora while, he journeyed. 
loisttvely till he reached Serampore, Leaving him hero slowly 
to recover‘and reernit his strength, let us return to the Mugh 
Christians. ° 
TMM the time of the erent rebellion of 1857,, ‘many English 
Christians doubted the religions sincerity\ of opr native con- 
cvertsin Tndia. ‘They appeared so walke_enand dependent 
‘that their Christianily was frequen Faycniled In question, 
8Vhen the excited passions of a brutal soldiery broke down 
the barriers of law and order, and the lust for blood and 
yapine found scopgamong the dubased populace of our towns | 
and villages, foar was expressed Jest the native Christinns 
Should shrink from the fiery (rial? whose flames were already 
Japping around them. It had been the beliof of many that 
the reirement of the Mnglish fom*the country, should that at 
any time happgn, would he'the signal for the total yanishment 
of tife Charehes we had guthered ; and they who ontertwined 
trie belief, now declared their convictions thats this samo result 
would be accomplished hy the swordgofeechellion, But the 
evont showed that thisestimate of the nitive Christian char. 
acter was false and unjust. When the trial eame, the conrage 
to meet ib came (oo; and our Indfan churches gave forth sons 
and daughters equal in martyr strength to any whose high 
faith has found a record in. the blood-stain@l annals of God’s 
heroes, It is true the poverty of (he Mugh Christians, when 
they wore driven from their homes by the invading Burmans, 
avas shared by their heathen connttymene so that they cannot 
he said (o have boon exposed lo religious persecution; yeb none 
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who daw the spirit they now evineed, could doubb that Christ's, 
truth had produced resulis whieh only needed the nurturing 
power of cireumstaness do mative inbo the slrength of martyr. 
hood, If they differed in natural character from the Bengulis, 
like them they were more or less subfect to the influence of 
superstitions» beliefs and fens; and it would not have been 
wonderlul i, attributing their present calamity {a some fine 
visible power whose anger had been kindled by thetv® forsabing 
the religion of their fathers, “they had sought Lo ahjure Chrise 
tianity in the “hope of staying further misfortune. Bub such* 
was the hold the trutlgof Jesus had on them, that their troubles 
only called for tea Svength of Christian character and arn: wily 
reliance on @od, suqitas Mr. Fink had seaveely ventuced to! 
hope for, 5: 
Crowding into Chittagong with their wives wad children 
‘and such goods as they could eonveniently beng away, tho 
Mugh fugitives filled every vacant corner of the city, Distase 
hrought on by want and exposure, soon began to tell with fen. 
ful rapidity among thom, Day after day strong inen yielded 
to starvation, wailing babes told af dead mothers, and mothers 
haggard with want and stupid with sorrow, yet in maddy 
silence over the attenuated corpses of their childven ‘The 
Christians had pyomixe of no better experienes than their 
heathen countrymene Zome who had been living in comfort 
able independence, lost their all and wero suddenly plunged 
into the deepest poverty. ‘Phe garnered gvain which constituted 
their whole wealth, was left hyfmany to be plundered and ear. 
sumed hy the enemy; their shops and business wore hastily 
abandoned by othe®; and but few brought with them any 
means of subsisience, Bul though themsulyes sufferers, their + 
conduct at (his trying crisis towards their heathen brethren, 
exhibited in promigent “outline tho suet: alning: power ands 
loveliness of Christian principle, ‘Lroubled and anxious them~ 
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solvas, they nevertheless found time to go amongst the hedthon 
Mughs, and sympathizing with them, direct, their gaze to that 
Saviour who could scenre their welfare in the world to come, 
after their eyes had closed on this, ‘The few Who possessed 
money or could procures food, cheerfully shared it with their 
neighbours, and so convineed them that Christianity was not, 
a form of words, but a power, inciting mon to a Divine pity 
and a scW-sacrificing kindness. Attending on tho.sivk, speake 
ing comfort to the troubled, sharing thoir food with the 
hungry, and speaking gf Jesus to the dying,—hese were tho 
daily engagements of the Christians. ‘Thus did they, notwith- 
standjng their own burdens, help to bear Manse 8f others, Mr. 
‘Fink and his predecessors had obviously yet Tahouged in vain. 
The noble sclf-devotion of these illilerate Christians bore illus« 
trious testimony to the fulness, faithfulness, and power, with 
which the doctrine of Chnist had been tanght then 
Phe Governmental authoritios of Chittagong were unpres 
pared for this sudden influx of Mughs, and being anxious for 
the safety of their own families, wero for some time unable to 
make provision for tho thousands.of refngecs. But its spon as 
it was known that for some reason (he Burmans had resolved 
nol ta advance” farther into the district, and the Bengali mora 
clmnts and shop-keepers of Chittagong being re-assured, began. 
fo re-opon their bazers and markets, ons fnd_ praiseworthy 
ulforts were made to find work for soihe of the fugitives and 
relieve the more pressing wants of others, This state of things con. 
tinned Lill the elogo of the year, whon the Burmans haviug already 
retired from British territory, the authorities of Chittagong 
published a notice in which the Mughs wereglesived bo return to 
their former homes. Mi. Bink, whom domestic Mfliction aa 
well as personal ill-health had kept at Serampore, returned (0 
his post in the middle of Tanuary 4825, in time to meet his 
Spooplo hefore their departure for their W®tivo villages, ITo 
found that threo of his, flock had dietiting his absence, and 
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that‘bwo of his preachers had already gone back to Tlarkane, 
Te called together all who were sil in Chittagong, and henrd 
from them theiz expezicnces of the Tord’a goodness in their , 
day of distress; but what chiefly rejoiced him was the tidings 
of how they had one and all borne witmess in the most (eying 
sireumstances, to the xeality of their chation finth, Dine 
‘ aissing them to their homes with a parting prayer, he himpelf 
prepared to follow. 0 
On reaching the Mugh settlement, Mr. Fink found that tho 
itinerant preazhers had gone in diffivent directions, that ther 
Chmebes of Cox’s Bazar and Manjariya were broken up, and 
that the Christians gf those places, and others who had fogmerly 
lived in Chakuriya, Yad seattered thomselves among (ho sur 
rounding towns ang villages. Tho Uarbang Church was tha 
only one that remamed intact, ‘This temporary dispersion how- 
ever, could not bo holped. he breaking up of the settlement 
consequent on the Burman invasion had heén so entire, that on 
their return to their former placer of abode, the people found 
themselves without the means of livelihood. Mon who hails 
lived by agvicultave, returned, ta naked fields and gutted pranas 
ries. Handicrattamen could find ro one to give them work; 
provisions were seureely procurablo; and the people wandered 
about from place to place seoking food and employment, Hyery 
thing was in disorder, id yet, for reusons which will soon 
appear, no avrangoment® were being made for the permanent rex 
oceupation of the old homesteads, a, tho meanwhile, Ma, 
Fink followed his people fromtewn ta toss u and villdwe to vile 
lage, seeking {lem cub and strengthening theiy hands in God, 
determined to lose sight of none, meeting with them for 
Christian Worship sometimes in groups of threo or four, at 
other times in larger parties, but alwaya helping them lo bear 
their burdens, and always at hand 40 guide and counsel them i ty 
their perplexities, 
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Rarly in the history of their troubles, the Mughs had @gun 
do hope that the cession of Arracan would be one of the fruits 
uf the war whieh the Burman Government had been rash 
enough to provoke. It will be votmembered that Aveagan was 
their native land, from which they exiled themselvey when it 
became a Burman province, Of the generation that left Ay. 
yaean nearly all had died in exile, and their descendants had 
never segu the land of theiy fathers; neverthoess the 
traditions and memories in which, they had been nurtured, were 
strong within them, and the determination became general, to 
move into Arracan the monient it should be declared Co be British 
turrilory, Among those who had so Syermined, wore the 
“Christians, who had iaformed Mr. Fink, of “iit Tuer | plans before 
hig illuess and consequent visit to Seramfore, Ie had even 
then decided with his usnal promplitade, what to do; for, in a 
letter written in April 1824, immediately After the battle of 
Ramwo, he says: * 

«Ag for the Magh stations, they are in a state of confusion. 
Tho Mughs are determined, should the British conquer Arracan, 
that they will remove again to their native Jand from whieh 
they have been separated far so many years. From tho presené 
state, of UhingS il wppears that the Mugh stations will soon 
una Lo exist, if the British should keep possession of Avracan, 
Tam afraid therefore, (hat before the fext @ld season, there 
will nov be asingle Mugh romaining# (nder these clveum- 
stances, I should be Uhouffcful if you could speedily lot mo know 
what course T should fakco. Sf -frracan comes wader the Bria 
tish, sond me to that place, where I may dwell altogether amoug 
the Mughs? 

In addition 10 the indepondont will of tho poople,*it soon be« 
came known that the political agent in Arracan had expressed a 
_esire to facilitate the settlement of the Moughs in their own 
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count. Mr. Pink therefore only waited to see the notion of 
the people and the authorities. ITis proposal to remove to Ar- 
vacan abtnined the joyful sanction of the Scampore brethren, « 
and he was left free 10 move, whenever it should be desirablo, to 
the new and onlarged sphere af labour, * 


Cuarrer VI. 


Bapliswm—idle, Link visits dvvacan—Deseriplion of the country 
—Oblains a grant of lund for the Christians—ITnfluence 
of the Gospel on a Alugh boy—Listablishment of Vernacular 
Schools. 


Tho contemplated disruption of the Mugh settlement, though’ 
causing much present confusion and threatening the indefinite, 
postponement of systematic Inbour, did not interfere with the 
progress of tho Gospel. At the very time when Mr, Fink’s 
anxicties were greatest 1espceting the future of his flock and 
the probabilities of success in conncetign with the projected 
Avraganese mission, he was gladdened by f -esnsiderable aeces~ 

“sion of converts from heathenism. Gofay dow to Harhang 
‘in September, he found them waiting for baptism, and having 
examined them, agreed to administer the rite on the following - 
Sunday. Tho spegtacle on the banks of the mountain stream 
that Lord’s day morning, was of solemn interest. We will 
quote Mr, Fink’s narrative : 

* On the following Lord’s day, the day appointed for their bap. 
tism, we had morning worship at the usral hour in the meeting- 
house which was thronged® by both baptized and wmbaptized 
Mujths and their children. After tho discourses to tho con- 
grogation and candidates were over, and ourgvorship concluded 
wo yopaived to the stream which igencer brother Kullafrec’s 
house, and about fifteon eninutes’ walk from the meeting-house, 
On our arrival at the¢place, and while we were preparing for 
the solemn oveasion, an old womtin who has been for three years , 
yory punctual in her attondance at worship, and whose walk 
and conversation have been for a long &ime begoming tho 
Gospel, but who had hitherto hositated to come lorward, having 
been impressed with the discourse of the morning, ran towards 
es and with trembling eagerness sid, § What doth hinder 
me to be baptized?” I asked her: “ Do you believe in tho 
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Lord Jesus Christ?” She replied, I believe that Te is my 
Lerd and my God, and that Ilo is able to gave me from all 
my sins.” immediately called all the brethren and sisters 
who were present, and asked them what they throught of this 
poor woman, ‘They unitedly said that “they were very well 
avequaintod with her, and that they could uct but cousent to her 
baptism. ‘The question was then pnt to her, “Do you think 
you will be saved by being baptized?’ She answered, “No; 
but this will be a sign as vell as a vow before God and min, 
that Iam from*this day a follower of Jesus Christ.” I imme. 
diately gave her the right hand of fellowship, and procecdled 
towards the stretgy, After a short discourse and prayer od the 
water side, € led ie candidates into the midst of the slreym, 
aud baptized them, one by one, in the name of the Father and’ 
of the Son and of the Moly Ghost, While I was baptizing 
* these people, a man who was slauding on shore cried out, ‘Oh 
that my heart were perfect and right like these persons!” ® 


Could there he a moro striking parallel to the ease of the 
Ethiopian eunuch than that of this poor women? Tow like 
the Scripture narrative does dhe account we have just quoted 
vend! ‘And as they went on their way, they came unto a 
certain water: and the eunueh said, See, here if waters hat 
doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip sald, If thow bus 
liovest with all Ring heart, thon mayest. And he answored 
and said, I believe that Pasia Christ i is the Son of God. And 
the commanded the chariot to stand ail: and they went down 
both into the water, both Philig and the cuiilis 3 and he bap. 
tized him,’ 

Many would be disposed to censure My, Fink’s conduet. Tlad 
they been consulted, they would have said, “Yell the woman 
she cannot be baptized in such indeceut haste. We must have 
time to watch her condutt; and if after the lapse of sume 
months wo find that her motives are puro and her charactor is 
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good, and feel satisfied that she is growing in holiness and das 
votedness, wo will then vongent to her baptism? They forget 
that the eriterion by which one’s fitness for haptism orght to 
be judged is, not growth in grace, but an intelligent persuasion 
of the truth as it istin Jesus-—nol Christian charter, but 
Christian faith. Thorough reformation of character is not the 
work of a day ; it is a gradual process, the result of a thousand 
diversified experiences, whose influence is employed by tho Toly 
Bpirit to mould anew the heart made plastic by Divine Truth, 
Shall we postpone the rite till the character is perfected, or at 
all events, til) the candidate has been Iuilt up and estublished 
in thg faith? Who is to determino (ide debree of personal 
*holjness the allainmont of which onghd jlo constitute fitness 
*for baptism ? ‘The lactis, no man has a right to deny to his 
brother the comfort of obeying the Lord,, by interposing, as 


many churches do, an unauthorized standard of spiritual qua + 


lifeation. ‘Lo roftise to baptize a man on the ground that time 
should be allowed for his Christian charncler to mature, ts like 
rofusing to admit the promise of fruitfulness given hy the 
blossom-laden bough, until the ripe frait has been plucked and 
eaten, ho moment en man is perruaded of the truth and 
resolves to serve the Lord, he ought to be baptized, and no 
eltweh has a right (o stand in his way, ‘Whosoever believeth 
and is baptized’ said Christ, shall be syed? If there is no# 
thing to throw suspicionjon the motive of the candidate, and 
no proof that his prpfession is hypocritical, he ought not to 
he put off, It is covlainly desirable that the church with whielt 
he wishes to unite should ascertain the extent and correetness 
of his views of Divine trath, but this being done, Job hin ‘put 
on Christ.’ Grace will perfect its own work, and Divine powes 
aill mecten him for the divine service. 

F Two months after these baptisms, * the Clnrehiew sent a dopu« 
tation to Chittagong to acquaint Mr, Vink with their determi« 
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nation to remove to Arracan, ‘The Burman war heing ended, 
aml the excitement of the Atracanese when they Joarnt that 
their country had beens transforred to British rule, having in 
mensure subsided, it was time for those Mughs who contemplated 
returning to their native land, to arrange for their departure 
On heaving from the deputation that not only the Christian 
population but ‘the whole of the Mugh inhabitants through+ 
out the stations’ purposed leaving the settlement, Bir. Vink 
enutioned his people against coming too hastily to a decision on 
the matter, buf added, addressing the deputation, ‘Tn case thoy ‘ 
should still abide by their resolution to quit the station for Are 
racan, let me knggy, tid T will prepare also to wo with there, and 
will lend then to thir native land.’ The people having heen” 
found to he of one mind, arrangements were immediately begun” 
fer the emigratioy. Leaving his family at Chittagong, My, 
Fink preceded his people to Avracan, with a view to obtain a 
anitable site for the new calony, and to build a house to which 
he might bring his wife and family. 

Avviving in Arracan in the middle of December 1825, My. 
Fink proceeded, in the first instance, to the town of Arracan 
which stands al a considerable distare inland, on, a vivow of tha 
same name, The place, which presented the appearanen “ol 
hnge, irregular foyfification, had for ages heen the stronghold 
of the independent gRajahs of Arracan, ‘Though still rocage 
nized as the capital of the province, iehad, over sine the Bre 
man conquest, lost. the little commercial 4mportance it onee on. 
joved, Indeed, at the time Sf the British oeenpation, the 
whole country was found to be suffering from the blighting in 
fnences of, Rurma® misrale, Abounding in vice, salt, teak 
timber, ivon-wood, and ivory, and possessing some of the 
most magnificent harbours of the world, and a gen-bonrd 
evlending from tha river Naat to Cape Neernis, the pro-s 
vinee had, nevertheless, no exporl.trade, The islands nlone, 
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Which stretch along the entire coast, had a soil whose 
capabilities promised rich sueeess to any agricultural ans 
ferprises but they lay negleeted. ‘The ewealth of timber in the 
forests of Arracan proper, lay untonched, and with abundant 
materials for the constuction of vessels which might havo eons 
veyed the produce of the land all over the Eastern seas, thera 
were only a fow rnde and rotten craft plying )etween the mains 
land and *the islands, ov, at farthest, visiting Chittagong and 
Dacea. In fact, the little importance the province had acquired 
under its independent Kings, died out under the bppressive sway 
of the Burmans, and at the period of the British annexation, 
it pragented, to all intents and purposes BYitgin soil whose 
“yeequrees had yel to be discovered. | But mpw at last, the day of 
‘hotter things had dawned, and there, inviting commetee and 
skilled Jabouy, lay a land intersected by broag rivers and mouns 
tain streams whose, rich loamy banks gave promise of are for 
tinty ; a land of maiden forests choked with valuable timber, 
and nattiral harbotws the depth and security of whose ample 
* bosoms might well tempt the trading instincts of our race. 

Tn a politival point of view alone, Arvracan was an important 
nequisition, TJitherto, it had been an open door hy whieh the 
Byrshans might, and frequently did, make inroads into our ter 
tilory, niolesting ote subjects and interrapting our trada ‘Lo 
chock these lawless theursions, *it had ajways been neeessary to 
have a luvge body of troeps to garrison the frcntiors but even 
this precaation did not prevent oceasional conllicis When tha 
Mughs fled in thousands to the*Dumbuel: hills and  seatteved 
themselves through the forests that form our southern houns 
dary, they were encouraged by the British Gvernmegt {o settle 
thore, in the hope that the occupation of the frontier by these 
sworn foes of the Burmans would give additional seeurity to 
eur provines in Bengal; but though this ayangemont partially 
sueceeded, it soon became the source of new trouble, Ambi- 
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tious spirits “among the Mughs, fired by the tidings which fro- 
quently reached Lhem of Burman oulrage and deyastation, longed 
to avenge themselves on the oppressor, Tinding themselves he- 
yond the reach of Burman esponage, they orgnnized maraud- 
ing expeditions, and crossing the fréntier al varions points, 
sought every opporlanity to molest the bratal conquerors of 
their country. Indeed, in one case to which we shall her cutter 
adveré, they undertook a bold and presumptuous svheme “foe 
freeing all Arracan from the galling yoke of Burman usury» 
tion, The edastant molestation the’ Burmans thus suflerede 
from people whom the. British sheltered, contributed as much 
as any thing se eo the war the Burmans were so ill-advised 
as to proveke. “Aga how (as a result of that war, Aniacar 
became a British possession, and the line of separation between 
Independent Buynah and British India was no longer tho 
Teak-naaf which might he crossed and re-crossed with impunity, 
but the impassable barriers of the Yoma méuntains. . 
Astrong military foree for the protection of our frontier 
being no longer a necessity, the troops hitherto quartercd 
Chittagong were almost entirely withdrawn, and a Mugh corps 
was raised which, with the aid of ae few companies ol [ndos. 
tani sepoys, was deemed sufficient for the scetfbity of the new 
province, But it was same time befare the Government ecild 
organize a eyslem oI of internal administration strong enough to 
its Mat voumed the couns 





cope with the countless hands of de 
try at will, and claimed the liberty lophinder as their birt] « 
right, These predatory bards were strengthened by the 
return of the exiled Mughs, many of whom in their cagor 
auxiety to dwell gagain within the borders of their own land, 
had thrown up their former occupations, and naw fonnd 
themselves, at home it is trye, but without the means of live. 
Jihood, Desivous as the authorities were, to encourage tho 
retin of the Mughs, they could not but deprecate the disorder, 
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thal was prevailing. hry accordingly resolved to assign’ por- 
tions of land in gligible localities for the formation of settlements 
where the people might be encouraged te seek a living in some 
lawful way. Under these cireumstances, Mr. Fiuk, immediately 
on his arrival in the teava of Arracan, pub himself in commu- 
nication with the Commisstoner of the Province, in the hopo, 
of obtaining i in the neighbourhood of Akyab, a grant of land 
suited to*the location of a Christian colony. Akyab, which 
was then only a rade collection of native “dwellings, is now a 
flourishing sea-port, sitiated on the mouth of the Koladyne 
river, Tt was preferred, as the seat of government, to the town 

of Aqnenn, as well for its superior heal hie. for its promiso 
‘of gommereial importance, 

Mr, ink spent a week in the town of Arracan, doing his 
Master's business. As no voice of Christ's mgssengers had been 
heard in these regions before, he looked with interest to the + 
reetption the “new religion’ was to meet with. Ile was sur- 
prised to find thaé the people already hat some acquaintance 
with Christian trath. He learnt on enquiry that many of the 
Barman Gospels and tracts distriluted among the Mughs of 
the Mugh se((ement in Chittagong, had found their way to 
Avyaean, and Tne been read by those who had never heard tho 
living voice of 2 preacher, The Crospg),’ he writes ‘is already 
introduced into this country’ ¢ On one  peagsion, afler preaching 
in company with hig nijve assisinnls to a large congr reaubion, 
and giving away upevards of three hundred copies of Gospels, 
the people, using various demoi%trations of joy, declared their 
conviction that ‘surely the light was now infrodueed into the 
midst of thom,’ and offered money for mae Chrisbian hooks. 
They followed tho Missionary to his tont and listened for hors to 
the Mugh preachers as thoy read aloud to them out of the tracts. 
» Leaving the town of Arvacan, and turning aside for a couple 
of days to visit Poyda where he hoped to establish a school, 
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Mr. Fink direeted his steps to Alyab, and was kindly, received 
hy the Executive Engineer who had been deputed thither 
by the Government fo arrange for the construction of 
barracks. After being conduoted by this gentleman along the 
proposed boundary of the new military cantonment, and inspect- 
ing the neighbourhood, Mr, ink came to the conelusion that 
“Akyab offered no proper accommodation for the Christians, and 
ultimately selected a most cligible pices of land onean island 
called Kraday, fifteen or twenty miles north of Akyab. This 
island stands atthe meuth of the Mojay river, and has a fine 
ereek dividing it into two sections. A wooden bridge thrown 
across this orcek servic to connect the enstern and western, sides, 
The land intervening by between Kruday and Akyah was eowereil « 
with dense jungle through “which, however, there was a routs 
for foot-passengers, 

To the comfortable asylum offered by this island Mr, Tink 
conducted his Mugh Christians, and in this pleasant reti®abt 
thoy erected their bamboo dwellings, and again gathored around 
them the long-missed comforts of home, The place was hence- 
forward known as Christian Colony, ov, Pink’s Bazar, 


A year clapsed before the Christiins wore properly settled 
in Arracan, ‘The majority had removed thither, ut Mr. Pink 
now found that there wexe some families whieh for various reasons 
had altered their plans, proferringnto romainin tho old Chitta- 
gong settlement, Iven of those whoremoved to thoir native 
land, all did not take up their residence at Kraday, Somo 
went to the old town of Arracaf, others, who were fishermen, 
established a thriving business al Akyab ; some onlisted in the 
Mnugh corpg now bemg raised by the Government, and dthers 
found omployment in the island of Ramreo and elsewhore, ‘Thoy 
were less senttered here than they had been in the Mugh towns 
and villages of the gld selilument ; nevertheless, the original > 
scheme, that of gathering and keeping them tog:thur, neve 
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sarily failed. Working at different trades and professions, 
they could nob, all find employment in the vicinity of the 
Colony and were compelled to remove, in some cases, to con- 
siderable distances, before they could proonre o proper liveli- 
hood. Mr, Vink found it necessary to take up his own resi- 
dence at Akynb in the mihtnry station, buthe was at no in-, 
convenient distance from tho main body of his people at 
Kinday. oI visit the Christian village vey often” he writes 
fand am happy to say that the Christians ave situated far better 
«here than when they were in their former statiens, They are 
now tiled in one church and in ono station with their families, 
with the oxoeption of a few who are still Wspetsed in different 
places? 
e>ghortly aftor his removal to “Arracany Mr. Fink became 
grently interested ina Mugh boy, ten yearg of age, who had 
whilst in Iarbang, been in the habib of going to the bazar - 
eveay day to hear he preaching of the native assistants, It 
Rppears that on the omigration of the Chiistians to Arracan, 
his parents who were idolaters, followed them and took up their 
residunee in the Chwistian village. Tlere tho boy resumed tho 
practica of accompanying dhe native proachers to the neigh- 
bouring bazar&, Returning home ou one oeeasion, he found 
his father offerin@ ev to the imago of, Gaudama. ‘O father, 
he evicd ont, ‘you should nof offer aug whith to this deaf and 
dumb god ; offer tho*food of your hearl”to the true God who 
is in heaven,’ 
‘Who told you that 7? askedehis father, turning abraptly 
yound, and faging his son; ‘and who is the tre God’? 
“Tye Christians told me go; and Jesus Christ is the true God 
and our Saviour,’ was the conrageous reply. 
Oh, you area foolish child’! and the father Inughed and 
walked away, 
* So impressed did this boy become with the truths of the 
Gospel, that being unable to influonce the adult heathen popu- 
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Intion,, he went amongst the children, {elling them that it was 
a sin to worship idols, and exhorting them to become servants 
of Jesus Christ. The ¢lder lads paid little attention to his 
message, and even beat him and tore his clothes when he 
attempted to address them; but he wlways found a willing 
audience among the younger children. Interested by all he had 
heard of him, Mr. Vink took an carly opportunity Lo converse 
with him. e 

‘What is your name ? he asked, on meeting the lad. 

«My name is Ra-onng,’ the Jad replied. 

‘And what do you think of yourself? Aro you a good 

chia? 8 3 
"No, Sin; think and T feel that Tam a great sinner. 
‘What makes y8u snppdée that you are a sinner?” 


*Beeanse I know I have done many things which tho 
prereners (1 me are sinful.’ 


‘And how will you obtain the forgiveness of your sin ? 

‘I must pray to Jesus Christ to forgive me? 

‘Who is Jesus Christ ?” 

‘Tle is our God and Saviour’ 

‘And where is Jesus Christ nov? 

Tle is in heaven,’ 

‘Do yon believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 2. 

‘Yes, Sir, Ld aftl he added, “Sir, pray fur me that T 
may bea go@l child? # 


¢ 
When we remember the lad’s tenderige, the untoward inl 
ences in which he had been reared, andthe diMeulties in the 
way of acquiring divine knowledge, which his devoted perse- 
yerance alone overcame, we confess loa feeling of surprise ab 
the clearn&s and curacy of his conceptions of the natives of 
true worship and of the way of salvation. A Christian, and a 
beld rebuker of his father’s id6latry, he nevertheless met with 
sno ill-treatment from his parents. ‘Though they did not unders 
sland the influence that had transformed him, they had no ob- 
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jection to make to @ religion which gave them n loving and 
obedient son, | ‘ 

One of the first. things to which Mr, Fink turned hig ations 
tion on seliling in Arrvacan, was the establishment of vernacular 
schouls, Te had already formed two, one at Krnday, and the 
otber in the fisherman’s village oulside the Akyab cantonment, 
Ilis readiness to get up such schools, and the care with which he 
tfnded them, may he accounted for by the fact that he regarded 
dhem as valuable ausilinvies Lo the prapagation of the Gospel ; 
for not only did they give opportunities for indoctrinating the 
youthful and tender mind with Christian trath, but their influ. 
ence gfien reached the parents of the children? tanght in them, 

+ Tle prized them, not asa vast preparatgry meags designed to 

: Procnre the fatare triumph of Ufe Gospe? through the gradual 
aprend of enlightenment, but as furnishing an immediate op- 
portunity for imparting religious knowledge, But of this we 
may say more hergafter, 

Krom Akyah where My, Fink had taken up his residence, ho 
was now taking a bivd’s eye view of the regions bey ond,—re- 
gions yet untrodden by the feet of Christ’s messengers, ‘Thero 
lny before him large tracts of country along the borders of the 
Yora wountiins and along the banks of the noble rivers of the 
province, the tuhabilants of whieh had not yet beard the glad 
tidings; thickly-peopled: islapd dependenvi& hid net yet seon 
the ‘great light ;? dad whichever way tho fooked, he heard, as it 
were, the Macedonian cry, ‘come over and help us.’ ‘The prog- 
poet sugevsted solemn thoughts, and awakened within him a 
fresh vesalve to throw every energy of soul and body into 
the great work: the only saddening reflection was, that he was 
alone, and that as far ag he eonld see, there woul fora long 
while be neither moro’men ner more aueans forthcoming for the 

reaping of tho harvest-Held, If ever ho felt the necessity for 
the prayer taught by our Tord lo th8 first disciples, it 
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Was now : ‘Pray ye therofore tho Lord of the hatvost, that The 
would thrust forth more labourers into his hagvest.’ Tle was 
alone amid a populationsof 100,000 souls. 

But man proposes and God disposes, Just aa he had got his 
stations into working order, aud had bézun to systematize his 
own labours, his wife was overtaken hy a dangerous sickness, 
and he was compelled to tale her to Calcutta, 


Cuarrer. VIT, 


» Death of Ongjain—mIr, Fink visits ite Ahyab jail—Suecess 
among the prisoners—Locates an evungelist in the town af 
Arvacan—Lugh Misulmans—Gaudama’s claim to Divine 
honours, 


ficaving Calcutta early in January 1829, Mr. Fink went to 
Chittagong where he awaited the arrival of his wife who had 
been detained in Caleutta by sickness. By the,end of March 
he had returned with his family to Akyab, 


Higgivst business, on resuming work, wg 16 visit his people 
sand team how things had gone with them duging his ab- 
“pando. Io found that tho ordinahees of Worship had been re~ 
gularly conducted by tho native evangeligts, and that no 
unpleasantness had marred the peace and unity of the little 
Christian colony, "Phe only intelligence sorrowful and yel not 
sorrowfal, that awaited him, was that of the death of an old man 
who had originally belonged to the Church at Manjuriya, Ong 
jain was ono of those conyerts, of whom we have many i our 
Churches, who, ignotant im other respeels, yet thoroughly une 
derstand tho storet of the Divine life in man. The fear of the 
Lérd had been with him the beginning of wisdom; but when 
the love of God was shed abrogd in his hoart¥ it east out servile 
fear, and, making “him, a conscientious and spiritual man, 
also made him a mos, cheerful and genial-hearted Christian. 
lis prayers among his brethren furnished rare illustration of 
the fellowship that has powor with God, A few minutes before 
his departure, he dosived his wife to seng two rupess 10 Mr. 
Fink as his last donation towards the printing of Mugh tracts. 
These tracts, some original, some altcred from My, Felix Cavey’s 
gd Dr, Judson’s Burman versions," had for some years been 
in circulation. One of them had heen tho means, in God’s 
hands, of enlightening.the dark soul of Ongjain, and bringing 
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him “to « knowledge of the Truth that makes free, Ifonce the 
dying expression of gratitude. 

Mz.,Pink at this time obtained permission fora tho autho. - 
tities, to visil the prisonors of the Akyab jail, Missionaries 
in India have not, as a rule, found if fasy to gain access to 
atho inmates of prisons, whether ‘criminals or debtors. Tho 
policy steadily adhered to by tho Inst India Company, 
served to exelude all Christian teaching from their jails 
and military cantonments alike. Individual officers of Govern- 
ment there always were, who, ignoring tho known policy” 
of the Company,‘ allowed missionarics froo acecss to pri- 
soncrs; but such gts were exceptional. Since the revellion 
of 1857, a -vebellion. whose rallying cry was ‘Religion’ 
the Indian Government has falen oceasion publiely to signify 
its disapproval of-missionary efforts being oxtended to tho in~ 

mates of jails. When a missionary declares his message in an 
open thoroughfare, the people are free to ligten or not. They 
cannot be forcibly detained, and compelled to hear statements 
subversive of their religious beliefs, But tho prisoners of a 
jail enjoy no such freedom, In thoir confinoment, thoy ean 
not escape from the missionary’s exhortation, however dis 
pleasing it may bo to them. Knowing how ready tho popular 
mind is to discover in every measure and movement of tho 
Government, some now, prosely{izing schome, and fearing lest 
it should be believed That missionaries were Cnoonrdged by high 
authority {o visil jails, the Government of India in an order 
addressed primarily to tha Panjanb Government where the 
policy of such encouragement was first mooted, but designed for 
the guidance of the puthorities all over the country, has wuled 
that missionaries shall not be permutled to visit jails, extept 
when it is to soo Christian prisoners, or such heathen prisoners 
as have oxpressly asked for an interview, 

The policy that folind expression in this order of Lord Can+ : 
ning’s government, is, wo havo already intimated, nothing now 
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Tt has all along been more or less scrupulously adhered to, 
according as the convictions of individual officers have 
_ beon favourable “or otherwise to tho dissemination of Chyistian 
knowledge. These things considered, ib becomes worthy of 
note that Mr. Fink was allowed {ree access to the Akyab jail, 
It was the central jail of tho province, and at that lime, as 
well as for years after, held within its walls many of the des.” 
porate chagacters whom Burman misgovernment had nursed. 
Bands of dacoits, or robbers, who sought their booty both by land 
sand water, continued to roam unmolested through the country 
for a considerable time afler ifs annexation to our rule, What 
therefayo with murderers, robbers, debtays, and criminals of 
severy kind and degree, the Akyab jail, fod by the smaller jails 
vi tho districts, presented a motlay thoug’ interesting element 
to ‘work upon. Ib would obviously require no little tact 
to gain the attention and awaken the intorbst of desperadocs .” 
whe had lived in rackless freedom from all restraints human 
and Divine. Their foelings towards their, Burman rulers had 
all along heon ono of relentless hatred, nor did this hatred spon« 
taneously give place to kindly sentiments lowards us, the 
moment they and their. land were transferred to British 
yule, The hotest agriculturists and tradesmen of tho pro« 
yinco certainly hailod tho advent of the British, whose 
presence promised to bring order out“l chfos ; but not so the 
numerous organized bands of profession®] robbers and river 
pirates. They had fattoncd on their peaceful neighbours, and 
had taken advantage of Burrgan inability or unwillingness 
to establish any thing like order in the interior, to extond 
their,depradations in all directions, and cover the land with 
tho torror of their misdecds. Law and “order wero unpala- 
table to them, and they soon learnt that under the new 
rule, their calling must needs beea perilous onc, Many of 
“them found safe lodgement in the handsof justice, and were 
nent to occupy the Akyab jail, 
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Exnspernted against the British administration which not 
only proscribed their profession, but had both the power and the 
will to make it as dangerous to its admirers as it had beon to 
its victims, they were not likely to listen with unpres 
judiced minds to the doctrines of the geligion of their rulers. 
Happily, both the tact and diseretian necessary in doaling with 
such unpromising hearers, were possessed by Mr. Fink. Ilia 
complete mastery of their languago, and the rare power he Ind 
acquired hy constané intercourse with the natives, of adapt- 
ing himself to their habits of thought, helped to arouse interest 
in the Gospel. His efforts were not unsuecessful. Many began 
to listen the message¢he came to declare, and yveceived hig, visits 
with pleasure, To one poor criminal, his wordy camo like cold; 
water to the parched Tips of tf traveller : he heard and bolicy&d? 
After reading the tracts and Gospels that had been given ltim, 

. he sat down and wrote thus to Mr. Fink: 

©I Mecja Myodee, prisoner in the Akyal} jail, send respects 
‘to our spiritual teacher Mr. Fink, and have to inform him, 
‘that ever since I heard the word preached by him, and read 
‘the books obtained from him, I havo found them do mo good, 
*T have been snatched from darkness and brought into light. 

Therefore I beg that our spiritual teachor wil? romembor mo 
* whenever he prays 10 the Lord Jesus Christ,’ e 

A more interesting gio soon puller oceurred, Among those 
confined for debt, wis a*young man, thirtf years’old, who had 
oneo been a priest, Being greatly superior, both in rank and 
education, to his prison-compavions, he fretted and beenmo vary 
unhappy under the disgrace he was suffering. In this stato of 
mind he joined tho little group of prisoners that gathered 
weekly ardind the Missionary, when over his presence was 
announced. He bocamo a regular and attontive listener, LLis 
heart rendered susceptibler by tho troubles he had undergone, 
was soon impressed {ith tho truths of the Gospel, and he found 
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joy and peace in believing. Tis conversion to Christianity ‘mado’ 
nosmall stirin the prison. Tere was a man of uncommon 
abililies and high’ acquivements, thoronghly conversant with 
the sacred books of Buddhism, and revered for his learning by 
a largo circle of friend’ and acquaintances, voluntarily renounc- 
ing the erced in which he bad been brought up, and declaring. 
his acceptance of the Christian yeligion. His conduct could not 
be ascribed io the hope that Christian friends would be 
found to pay his debt, for about this time he found independent 
« means for its liquidation; From the moment of his release, he 
began 9 career of the most earnest and untiring evangelism. 
Kyojeyhee, for such was his name, was baf¥jged in the presence 
gf a vast concourse of Mughs ina tank opposite the Court 
note at Akyab. i 
Tis first act afler undergoing tho solemn ite, was to hasten 
to Praguing, his native placo, and tell his wife, his aged 
parents, and his brothers and sisters, of Jesus the Christ of 
God. THe did precisely what our Lord recommended to the 
restored Gadarene: ‘Go home to thy friends and tell thom 
how greab things the Lord hath dono for thee, and hath had 
compassion on theo,” One'who was woll read in the Pali, or 
language of te sacred books of Burmah, who could speak 
Bitrmese, Arvacanese, and Tfindostani, and whose fluent and 
powerful utterance promised gio bo of erent assistance in the 
Missionary ficld, wa?nofan acquisition to be lightly estimated. 
* IIo is not only ahugbla and zealous Christian, writes Mr. 
Fink, ‘but also has a good gift Yor preaching, Ilo pleases mo 
much ; especially sfnco I have found that in his argumonts with 
tho idolaters, his Ianguage is so suited Jo the doctrine he 
preaches to them,’ 
After a brief period of theological instruction, Kyojerhee 
was appointed to Praguing, in the hdpe thgt the personal in- 
fluence he had among the friends and acquaintances of his native 
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town would aid thosuccess of his labours, Tere he established a 
school and spent some hours daily in preaching the Gospel to the 
adult population. Witbin a month after his arrival, five people 
were brought toa knowledge of the trath. The number of 
boys in hig school had increased so rapidly that immediate 
ameasures had tobe taken to erect a roomy school-house, ‘The 
native Christians of Akyab and Kruday, subscribed liberally 
towards this object; and the amount of their ‘gifts, aided 
by a donation from the European residents of Akynab, enabled 
Kyojerhee to construct a building whieh conld bo used as a 
chapel as well as a school-room, The readiness with which the 
Christians came ‘Lo jets assistance, furnished pleasing proofof the 
lively interes with which his Jabours were watched. 

Pho your 1829 sped in the Btendy and unintermitted workiage 
of the various agencies connected with the mission, Ond of 
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"its mast experienced and devout itinerants, Kheppoo, who had 


latterly occupied the new station of Kimkywon, closed shis 
labours during this year, and entered into rest, 

Ever since his settlement in Arracan, Mr. Fink had felt it 
desirable to oceupy the town of Arracan, It was not the seat 
of Government, nor was it the pointeof communication between 
the province and foreign ports, for it stood@on tho eastern 
frontior, under the shadow of tho great Yoma mountains, 
The Burman Government had.no doubt been inflacneed in 
their retention of this placo as the capital, by wbeliof that in 
easo of foreign invasion, communioations and a way of rotrong 
to Burmah could always be kept open. A similar consideration, 
among other reasons, induced us to transfer the seat of power 
to the coast, where we should have no fear of being cut off from 
Salontta, Ube central geal of Government. Necessnrily as 
tho town of Arracan must, from the poriod of the British 
occupation, have begun 40 fallin importance, if nevertheless 
still comprised a larfe native population whose trado connectiond 
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with the interior were oxlensive. It was necdful that such a place 
should havo its evangelists; but tho slender resourees of the 
mission admitted of the location of onty one preacher. ‘ Kong- 
ong, & promising young man who had for a year or more 
been under proparatory instruction, was sent with his family 
to this new sphere of Jabouy. To attract his heathen neigh? 
bours and allow them every opportunity to form an opirion 
respecting the new religion, he encouraged thom to atfend the 
daily worship he conducted with his household. Thus many 
became acquainted with the Scriptures, and gradually learnt 
to take pleasure in following Christian prayers. This plan 
nol oy brought him into daily and faftiliny contact with 
*yhe n, but helped to givo him favgur in tle sight®of the people 
gont bally, who, whatever may have been thew ignorance or 
prejudices, were quite able to appreciate o jaro and consistent > 
demonnour, . 

There were six baptisms during the year at Akyab, Krnday 
and Kimkywon, All the baptized were converts from heathen. 
ism, with the exception of a My, Aldwell, a clerk in one of 
the Government offices. Tis conversion was the first-fuits 
of an effort whigh Mr, Fink mado to reach the English-speak~ 
ing section of tho Akyah community, Mr. Aldwell was an 
intelligent and zealous young man, mv progised to become a 
most useful Qhristiqn, but dfscase brouglet his cavoer to an 
untimely close. Ile died* only a few months after his baptism 
and carried to the graye the sincere regrets of many hearts, 

Mr, Fink’s journals make frequent montion of Mugh Mus- 
wimans, of whom a passing nolico seems desirable, They 
were not Mughs converted to the Mahom@lan faitle, but bond 
fide Musulmans whose ancestors had been imported into the 
province from Bengal. They are Suppgsed to have been brought 
away as slaves during the time when Asvacan was an inde< 
pendent kingdom and the incursions of ils monarchs into Ben« 
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gal were of frequent occurrence, Many of those Mugh 
Musulmans still yotain the language and habits of thoir fore= 
fathers; many have té all intents and purposes identified 
themselves with the natives of the soil 5 but all have adopted 
the style of dress and some of the habits “of the country, ‘They 
“even keep long hair which is worn interwined in the folds 
of the gawdong ov head-dvess, and coiled round the head, ‘The 
only differenco in outward appearance between them and tho 
Mughs is their long and solemn beards, which, being a badge 
of discipleship,” can on no account be dispensed with. Many, | 
at the period of which we speak, gained their livelihood 
as fishermen, and occupied the fishermon’s village Thi tho 
neighbourhodl of Accyab. Phove, as well as in the bazars ape 
other places of public resort, they frequently fell in withthe 
Missionary and Irs native preachers; but if thoy wore not so 
strongly prejudiced against Christianity aa their brethren in 
Hindostan and more western regions, where the antagonism 
between it and Islam is hotter understood, they were neverthe« 
less greatly prejudiced in favour of their own faith, and that 
as much perhaps from the fact of their having been able to 
maintain it intact for gonerations” in a foreigy land, as from 
any belief in its pretensions lo Divine authority, Indeed,” they 
had heard liltle ev nothing tof Jesus Christ; bub ag an illne« 
tration of their impressiblity womay soe an incident which 
My, Fink has recorded. 

Ife was preaching to them in their village one ovening, and 
had given them an account of our Lord’s incarnation, of Ilis 
miracles and suflerings, and of Ilis death, resurrection and ase 
cension, wrth a viey to show Ilis Godhood, whon wifh one 
volee they shouted out, ‘Dhero is no Cod but God, 
and Jesus Christ is God’ “Lhe Mahomedan formula is, 
‘There ig no Ged but God, and Mahomed is Tis 
prophet,’ The substitution of tho namo of Jesus Christ fox 
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that of Mahomed, and of the word ‘God’ for ‘prophet,’ was 
equivalent to a dethronement of Mahomed and a simultaneoys 
, exaltation of the Christ to a position higher than that ascribed 
to their prophet. ‘The incident serves to show how the simple 
story of tho Redeomer’s life may overcome tho bigotry of the 
heart even aftor the keenest logic has failed. 
* My God is as good as your God,’ cried outa Buddhist Mugh 
ong day fram the midst of a crowd of listeners. Ie evidently 
despised the multitude for consenting to bo told that their gods 
were vanity and that Jesus Christ was the only &wiowr. Look- 
ing his contempt at the people, he undertook to champion the 
cause of Gaudama; but ho had reckonedwwyithoub his host, 
*Your books say,’ rejoined the preacher, ‘that Gaydama was a 
Necidtions man, without purily,—sé'much 50 that he had sixteen 
thougand wivos; that when he had repented. of his sins and 
emnality, he forsook all his wives and entered singly. into the 
jungtos where he devoted himself to the attainment of future 
happiness; and that while in the jungles, he received a full 
portion of the Spirit of God, and heeame God himself. Yet 
your books go on lo say that after he beeame God, he estab- 
lished himself on an earthly throne of gold, and after some 
time want forth*to travol towards the north; but that at Chu. 
kuilya, he ate too much pork, and dying of bowel-complaint, 
was burnt on the Sitakoond hill?’ ‘Tho infero$eo was conclusive 
that if Gaudaina was*not, what he ought to have been as a man, 
he certainly could haye no claim to Divine honours, The idea 
of his having succumbed to bovel-complaint seemed so Indi- 
erous to the crowd, that they laughed outright, The man 
who hed undertaken to defend his Godhood, slank away and 
no further interruption was offered to the story of Jeshs Christ. 
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Cuarter VIIT. 


Dacoities increase in the province—eatended ‘lineracies ave 
thereby prevented—Lnglish and vernacular sehools—Failure 
Of Mission Funds—Mr. Fink becomes Thoogyee of the town 
of Akyab. a 
The itinevacics of Mr, Fink and his native preachers were 

beginning to be seriously cireumseribed by the rapid growth 

of dacoity in the province. The Police were utterly unable to 
cope with an‘evil that was becoming most dangerous to life’ 
and property. Extended journeys into tho interior, which 
could only be jerfined by water, became impractidele on 
account of the certain risk of being plundered and even murs 
deved, ‘The trade ofa largo"part of the province was paral} “ed, 
and a feeling of insecurity beeame general, Not only were’ the 
Police unable 4o cheek the dopredations, but they wore thom- 
selves overawed by the daring of the vobber-bands, ‘The dadvits, 
with a foresight worthy of a botter cause, boldly attacked tho 
police-stations, and in some instances, murdered tho policemen 
at their posts. They went about on the rivers in long narrow 
boats constrneted soas to carry thirty or forty men, These 
boats, sometimes tiventy or twenty-five feet long, were only 
wide enough Lo accommodate tivo men seated abreast, and wore 
propelled by a doublo Tow of aaddlos whieh could bo worked 
as noisclessly as muffled oars. Always” being’ well-manned, 
these canoes darted along tho water with astonishing rapidity 
and swiftly and stcalthily gliding up to some boat marked for 
a proy, the robbers had boarded it, with their daes before the 
sleepers became ayvave of their danger. Every article worth 
taking away was quickly transferred to tho robber-canoe, 
and resistance was instantancausly mob by a bullet or a filal 
gash from a dao. To che&k this reign of terror, tho Governp 
ment organized a river-police armed with muskets and swords, 
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and furnished with bonis similar to those in use among tho 
dacoits; but the numbers of tho latter instead of lessening, only 
inereased, ; 

This state of things continued till the arresb and execution 
of the leading dacoits, when marauding expeditions became 


less frequent and less daiyg. But the passion for plunder, 


when once aroused is not soon curbed. Ngamoukree, a noto- 
vious roblyr chicftain, continued to harass the Government and 
keep the surrounding country in terror for nearly a year after 
severe examples had been made of some of the ringleaders. Ile 
was, however, eventually attacked in his strong hold by a party 
of sepays aided by a thousand aimed Anraqquese, who succeeded 
-in driving him into tho mountains and restoring quiet to the 
wouatry. 

‘No venture oul on extended itincracies so long as the dacoits 
ruled on tho waters, was out of the questfon, and for a time 
thedabours of My. ‘Fink and his native co-adjutors were confined. 
to the Mission-stations and the small islands in their immediate 
vicinity. But when the robber-bands of Ngamoukree and 
other leaders were broken up and dispersed, they resumed their 
journeys into the interior ,whore their presence was hailed as a 
tokey of vetunsing securily. Inimical as the disorganized stato 
ofathe country had been to Missionary activity, it is worthy of 
romark that the Mission itself was considerably extended during 
the year 1829, In addition io Akyab and“fruday, there were 
now Praguaing, Kimkfwon, and Arracan, ocoupicd by active 
and zealous native Preachers, .kruday had beon mado over 
fo Mr. Tink by the Governmont on s temporary tonure, 
When, he first obtained the island in J anuaty 1826, there 
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were ‘only cloven houses on it; now, the number had increased 
to three hundred, distributed among several villages. Tt 
must not be inferred that the inhabitants of theso villages 
were all Christians. The Christians formed the nuclous of the 
population around whow in a few years-gathered hundreds of 
heathen families attracted to the island by the security and 
‘comfort to be enjoyed under a zomindar of Mr. Fink’s character, 
As their numbers increased, they offered a plensan) field for 
missionary labour, and from timo to time furnished converts 
to Christianity. 

We have already said that one of is fist things Mr. Fink 
did on setiling an fret vacan was to establish vornacular, gchools, 
Tle desired to make thes schools divectly subservient to tho, 
cause of evangelization by making them the means of conypy~ 
ing religious knowledge to the rising generation. To Ve 
found, however, thit the school ab Akyab which ho had hoped 
would be a most useful auxiliary, was fast dwindling ayay. 
It soon became apparent that this decline was owing, not to 
neglect on the parb of those appointed to conduct the dutics 
of the school, but to the only difficulty that had threatened the 
enterprise from the beginning, namely, the inability to competo 
with tho schools of the monasterics. ‘To oxplaim this wo snub 
yomind our readers, that il was a practico with tho Buddhish 
priests oceupying the mOnasterios to bo found in every town 
and large village of Che provines, to board and lodge as woll 
as educato Mugh boys. Each monagtery was a school where 
xeading, writing, and avithmetig, were grathilously taught to all 
who would attend. The priestly brotherhood were fed and 
clothed by daily gifts from all soctions of the Mugh community, 
and the food thus obtained was shared by their pupils. ‘Thus 
parents not only got their ebildron taught for nothing, but had 
them fed for nothing too, »Sending them to school to monas« 
tory, therefore, was Cot a question of outlay bul of clear saving” 

Against such competition ib was impossible for Mx. Tink’s 
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schools to stand, unless he offered to parents the same adyvan- 
tages as were to be had at the monasteries, In other words, 
‘ho must pay the children for thoir attendance, Bué such a 
course was out of the question, Not only was the idea in itself 
too outrageous to be eentertained, but even if My. Tink had 
been disposed to give the plan a trial, he had not the means tg 
do so, The funds of the Mission were low: as it was, thé" ap- 
propriatiens for Arracan were smaller than thoy ought to have 
}oen, and needed to be husbanded with the utmost economy, 
and it was impossible to devole any part of them to so doubt~ 
ful a purpose. 

WAR in this dilemma, My, Fink was iMorthed by the local 
“authorities that owing to some projected improyements in the 
“te en, he would be required to remove his chapel to some other 
ail, The European public generously undertook to defray , 
the exponses, not simply of removal and re-construction, but * 
alsé of enlargement, if it could on week days be made avail. 
able for an English school for Mugh boys. In this case they 
also engaged to supply the school-furniture, The proposition 
svas referred 10 Seramporo whoro it met with favour, the only 
fear oxprossed being, that’the monthly oxpenditure of such o 
schotl which would bo greater than that of a vernacular ono, 
might exceed tho ability to mect it, The, conductors of the 
Mission felt and acknowledged that if was “vain to “introduee 
important knowled§e ky means of common schools using the 
Janguage of the coungry,’ and admiiled the importance of an 
English Missionary school ina province where the newly- 
awakened desire to acquire Inglish would open the way to 
the r@veption of Christian truth. ‘An English school,’ observed 
they, ‘having poculiar benefits to offer, the value of which is 
folé by all who live under on-English government, it is hoped 
dt will be able to attract scholars wifhout the lure of support, 
And the custom of the country once being broken through, 
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there may possibly be less difficulty hereafter in establishing 
common schools,’ ‘: : 
‘A notable difference hetween the heathen schools of Bengal 
and those of Arracan and Burmah, is to be found in the fheb 
that whilst the latter support their pupils, the former are sup- 
ported by them. Tho ‘Gooroo Mehashoy’ is an immemorial 
‘inglitulion’ (if we may be allowed an Americanism,) in Bengal. 
Tle settles down in a village and opons school either in tho 
house of the Zemindar or under some shady banian tree. All 
the children of the village are sent to it. They pay him accord- 
ing to their means, some four annag, some two, and some one 
Those that have nenmoney bring him a few measurersyy’ rico, 
Once established, he does not soon leave the village. Now,- 
when the Serampore missionatlies established vernacular schyls* 
in Bengal they gecured large numbors of pupils by providlng 
them with gratuitous instruction, and the scheme suceeded ; 
for, not only had the pupils no Gooroo Mohashoy to pay, ‘but 
they received better teaching and more knowledge. But in 
Arracan, a vernacular free school was nol cnongh. ere tho 
pupils required not only to be taught free of charge, bub fed 
and lodged as a recompenso for Iseing inslructed. ‘This was 
ont of the question, and so tho Akyab school dwindled away, 
As we had occasion to remark in a former chapter, Mv, Fink 
regarded schools only ns an agxiliary to move important mis- 
sionary operations; and from the quotajon made above it will 
be seen that his views on this subject werg only in unison with 
those of the Scrampore brethréa, They regarded schools not 
as an engine by which that enlightenment may bo secured 
which is the best. preparative for a general reception of 
Christian froth, but simply as a menns for the immediate 
communication of Divino knowledge. ‘hoy did not primarily 
intend that their schools by freeing the next generation from, 
the thraldom of ignorant superstitions, should make them belter 
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prepared than their fathers for the acceptance of Christianity, 
They desired that the childven who attended them should become 
Christians. TIenee the establishment sf numerous verbacular 
schools, whose standard of ingtruetion, though somewhat higher 
than that of the surrotinding heathen schools, comprised little 
more than writing, geoentphy, the elementary principles of 
gyammatical construction, cyphering, and the reading of por- 
tions of the Bengali Seriptures, ‘This was the case in Akyab, 
Phe school here, though only clementary, was conducted on 
sonnder principles than thése of the kyoungs, ‘or monasteries, 
and taught such portions of the Bible and Christian tracts 
as hadMéen prepared in Burman, Tho Whrfstian clement in 
“the Course of instruction, most ipportang in tho Missionary 
“pot of view, was of no importance in the estimation of the 
parknts of the pupils. Ifenco it was al firgt thought that the 
offer of secular knowledge would be a sufficient inducement 
to them to survonder their children to Christian teaching, 
When this plan failed, it became a question whether some other 
scheme should be tried, or the school should be entirely giyon 
up. The offer of an education in their own vernacular was not 
a sufficient bait; but rather than see the rising’ generation 
abantloned to thoi o ignorant superstitions and vices of heathenism, 
it Was resolved to establish an English school, There contd bono 
donbé that such on institution would in {jme distance all com- 
petitors, and if adequagely supported, would open a wide field 
for tho diffusion of Christian knowledge. It would enable 
children, as they grew up, to qialify themselves for tho service 
of Government. So long as Arracan was a Burman possession, 
Englith was disregarded ; but under the British gdministra- 
tion, if could no longer be neglected. It became unecessary 
now for all who desired office ieider the State, to be acquainted 
avith the language of the conquerors, Perhaps at the parti- 
cular time of which we speak, that is, the first few yenrs alter 
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the cession of the province, the necessity of acquiring English, 
had not begun to be felt to anything like the extent to which, 
it subsequently influencéd the views of the people. Juike many 
other things it was of gradual growth 5 but there could be 
no doubt that the establishment of an English sehool, even 
At this carly date, would, by meeting a growing demand, be 
increasingly appreciated. If therefore the time had not al« 
veady arrived, it was near at hand, wheu the schools of the 
priests would no longer be competent to mect the educational 
requirements of the people, especially in places like Akyab 
and Kyouk-Phyoo, the one the centre of a growing’ comnmiengy, 
and the other the séit of Government, : 
The idea ofan English school, was, as we have already said, , 
viewed with favor by the Serampore missionaries whose only 
apprehension wascon the score of expense, And their fonva 
were too early realized, ‘The school was opaned by Mr. Vink, 
and in due time his eldest son Charles was sent from tho 
Serampore College to assist him in its management; but owing 
to causes which we shall detail in another paragraph, its interests 
yielding to others which were deemed more important, 
were suffered to languish, until tho want gf funds com. 
pelled the Serampore brethren to abandon not only it” hat 
the Arracan mission, Mr, Charles Fink under whose superin- 
tendence tho schoolévas more than oneo favourably reported 
on hy the local authorities, was compel, owing to his declin- 
ing prospects in Akyab, to geek an osigagement elsewhere, 
The place happened at this time to be visited by Sir Edward 
Ryan, Chief Justice of Bengal who, pereviving in young 
My, Fink falents Which might be mado eminently serviceablo 
to the State, obtained for him an appointment in Bengal in 
the Edueation Department.* In the course of a fow years, 





and 
* Mr. (now Sir) Charles'lvevelyan, who was thon Sooretary 10 the Go« 
vornmout of India, also tovk « lively inlorost in Bir, Oharlos Fink, 
rs 
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Mr, Fink became known as one of the most sucees- 
ful educationists in the country, and at the time of his death 
am 1841, he held the office of Visitor Gegeral of Schools in thé 
North West Provinees, i 


The year 1833, opened in gloom. Cireumseribed as the 
finances of the parent Missfon had already become, the sud- 
den failure of the mereantile firms with which its funds were 
deposited, threatened to paralyze all its labours, Indeed so 
unexpected and complete wore the failures of Messrs. Alex- 
ander and Co., and Messrs. Mackintosh and “Co., that the 
Mission was obliged to borrow money from the Bauk of Bengal 
gp ordfto supply its stations, Under thete “ distressing cir- 
egimstinees, the Serampore brethren,felt thatethore Were only two 
altaifiatives that could be adopted with a view to bring their 
expenditure within tho limits of their resources. ‘They found 
that they must either relinquish some of the stations that the 
others might continue to reecive the support hitherto furnished, 
or reduce the expenditure of all the stations, Neither alter- 
native was pleasant to contemplate. To relinquish even the 
most unpromising field at a time when years of watering and 
tonding may have brought ‘tho crop very close to the surfaco,— 
at a time, too, whon tho areca assigned to Missionary. effort 
needed to be enlarged instead of conLracteg,—was not to be, 
thought of except under the pre$sure of an ipexorable necessity. 
And yet to reduce the expenditure of all the stations would 
scarcely bo less hurtfal. On diminished allowances, and 
compelled to depend on secular labour for a part of their 
support, the efficiency of the agents of these stations could nog 
but be*seriously impaired ; the dismissal of some of éhe native 
preachers would become inevitable; schools would have to be 
given up, and it appeared doubtful whether, under such cir- 
‘esmstanees, the latter alternative did nots threaten to bo ag 
disastrous as the former. Nevertheless, the Scrampore brethren 


90 


selecting what they regarded as tho lesser evil, rexolved on 
a general reduction of expenditure; but as this measure could 
snot be carried out without the co-operation of ‘the Missiounries 


oceupying the stations, the following letter was addressed to 


them: c 


‘Dear Brethren and Fellow-LaWourers in the Gospet : 


“che circumstances which have reeently happoned in the 
“commercial world, while they afvel multitudes around us have 
¥ so affected the Mission as to compel -us to Iny its present state 
“before you. 


‘By the failure of Messrs. Alexander and Co., ane’ Messrs, 
‘Mackintosh anda Co., the Mission has lost a “Bund gf 
Rs, 14,000 devoted to the Station of Dinagcpore by oir de- 

*consed brother qPernandez, and two Funds nearly to the same 
extent raised for schools. But while tho ,loss of the interest 
“arising from these Rs, 81,100 affects our permanent Mission. 
‘ary resources, the failure of Messrs, Mackintosh and Co, 
thas affcted our immediate supplies. Our Missionary T'unds 
‘were lodged in their hands; and as these were so exhausted 
‘as to leave a balance of about Rs. 230 against ug on the 
“3ist wit, we had ne other means of supplying the stationa 
‘for this month than korvowing money of them on the eredit 
‘of supplies expeofed soon frof home, ‘heir failure renders 
‘them unable to advance m rupee; cand in the present state 
‘of things, not knowing to what horse wo could upply for 
‘the loan of a: sum sufficient even for the present mouth, wo 
‘have obtained evedit with the Bank of Bengal only throngh 
“the landaess of avFriend, 


In addition to this we have reason to fear that when Funds 
‘arrive from Europe, they may not be udequate to the present 


eee: 
‘scale of our necessities. Repeated letters from hame 
; 
‘ 


91 


‘have informed us, that the agitation of the public mind 
through political causes, and the distress and consequent, 
. ‘exertions aecasioned by the Cholera atshome, have so affected 
‘the contributions, as to make them fall far short of those 
‘raised last year; inde@d some letters have expressed a fear 
‘Uhat they wonld fall short of them by more than half. 


“In thesg cireumstances we fear that although our Friend his 
‘béen kind enough to advance the Funds required before supplies 
‘can arrive from Europe, we shall be constrained to break up 
‘some of the Stations in our connexion. This is a step, how- 
‘ever, tgevhich we cannot bear the thoughtofsesorting, when 
Sten times the present number of Missionary Stations in India 
‘voyld not be sufficient to bring* the wold of salvation fully 
‘befave the millions of heathen perishing around. Still we 
seo no alternative between breaking up sore of them, and 
‘retaining them all by reduced expenditure, 


‘We cannot, however, think of taking any step of this nature 
‘without consulting you, dear Brethren, whom we have found 
faithful in the work, and who, weare certain, fecl as deeply in- 
“terested in the salvation of the heathen as we ourselves., Wo 
‘therefore without the least reserve submit the veal stale of 
‘things in the Mission to your consigeratign; and ask you 
‘individually, whethey you wdtld uot prafer submitting to a 
‘depree of privation yofrselves, to breaking up any of the 
“presont Missionary Sittions, 


© We are convinced that you cannot, make any reduction in your 
presert incomes without submitting to such privation, But 
‘while from the beginning the Gospel has been cMietly pro- 
*pagated by tho friends of the Redeemer so denying themselves 
‘as to preach the Gospel to the heathen “ without charge,” and 
‘assisting others to go forth among them “for his name's 
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+ sake, twking nothing of the gontiles ;” we are convinecd 

‘that it can never be given fully to the numerous millions 6f 

“India; withoub the same course of gencrous sacrifice for the . 
‘Redeemer’s sake being pursued, both in India and in Europe, 

‘in a degreo scareely yet seen; a cowrsG of sacrifice, however, 

» which will combine with it nobley enjoyment than the highest 

‘worldly gratification. 


‘We have ever held it to be an essential principle in the con« 
‘duet of Missions, that whenever it is practicable, Missionaries 
‘should support themselves in whole or in part through their 
‘own exertions. Iy, the circumstances in which some of you 
‘have been placed; such a course was to you, dear Brethren, 
‘impracticalfle; an in those circumstances, we account ib as 
‘honorable to sacrifice for the Gospel’s sake the independence 

. ‘of support by your own exertions, ax in other circumstances 
‘it would be to maintain’ it, On the other hand, several of 
our brethren have had opportunities of helping their families 
‘by small schools and similar means; and heneo they 
‘have drawn front the Mission Funds salaries which would 
‘ otherwise have beon quite inadequate to their support. Now wo 
‘wish all our brethren to know distinctly, that wo perfectly 
“npprove of such a courso, and should be happy if at a time 
"like this it could-be extended, According ta our often avowed 
‘opmion, every bréther is master of whatever ho acquires by 
‘his own means, We would merely wie upon all, the neoossity 
‘of entering into such engaggments onl} as would not obstruct 
‘them in their Missionary labours, 


‘In this way, perhaps, a considerable deduction mipht be 
¢ made from the present claims upon the Ftndsof the Mission, dear 
‘Brethren, without any great lecrease in your present incomes. 
‘If so, an undoubéed benefit would result from the mensuxe 
‘in the immediate relief it would give to our presont necessitice 
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A still happier consequence of it, however, wouldthe, that 4 
‘Mission manifestly founded and conducted on such principles, 
would increasingly commend itself to the approbation of fhe 
© Christian Public, and be furnished by them with the means of 
“farther extension ; whilst its own constitution remarkably fits 
‘it for continued extension*into regions yet unblessed with the 
‘knowledge of the grace of God to men, . 
, ‘It wotld be to us a high gratification, and equally so we 
“doubt not, to you, were a time to arrive when the whole num- 
“ber of our present Statidns could become totally independont 
‘of support from Missionary Funds which go through our 
‘hand? for then these could be directed®sto’ the introduction 
“of the Gospel into other places equallg in need of it, And 
* «if these new stations, likewise, beame independent of support, 
‘w& should bo able to spread the Gospaql still wider: and , 
‘gradually the Chuyches at these stations losing the character’ 
‘of Missionary posts, would acquire the stability and energy 
eof independent Churehes in a Christian community al home, 
‘and instead of being the branches of one Mission, become each 
‘the Rool of many branches themsclves, for the illumination 
of the tracts of country ‘more iminediately surrounding them. 
“Thus with siteh help as tho friends of the Redeemer at home 
‘might be able to afford, the wholo of 2india, might be gradually 
‘filled with the Gospel. Wo ebug each oye of you therefore to 
‘ men tion any prospects you may have of doing any thing for 
‘your own support, gnd what sum monthly your loye to the 
‘Redeemer may now detormim% you to givo up for the sake of 
* preserving all the Stations whore his Gospel is now made known 
‘amé@hg us. And we are ready to hopathat he grill so smile 
on this labour of love to his cause on your par t, as not only to 
‘render it the means of preserving: all thé Stations alrendy 
efformed, but of inereasing their numbeg by stirring up his 
‘people at home to make “the riches of their liberality” so 
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‘abound oven in “ their deop poverty,” as to form many more 
Stations in this land of darknoss. - 
S 


? ry 
Wo remain, 


28th Junuary 1883. Beloved Brethren, 
With the most cordial affection, 


Yours in the Lord Jesus, 
Signed, W. Carry. ° 
e ‘J, Mansuwan, 
W. Ronryson. 
J.C. Marsuwat 


» 


»” 


» 
6 Jonny Mack, 
7 J, LencnmMan. 


Tt was not fair to men who were bearing the heat and 
burden of the day, and whose ineomes, during the palmiest 
times of the Mission, barely kept them above want, to ask 
them ‘what sum monthly their love to the Redeemer would 
determine them to give up.’ It implied that their love was 
about to be measured by a monetary standard, and that thosu 
who surrendered most would be regarded as the most devoted, 
A man thus appealed to, wight be indueed to give up his whole 
salary, but it might ho a questior whether bo ought to do so, 
He might on the contrary, after debating the matter in his mind, 
come 1a the conelusion that the claims ofphis family or other 
circumstanees, made it impossible for him to give up a single 
rupee: would it be right to infer thal he was a lover of filthy 
lucre, and enwilling’ to make a sacrifice for the propagation of 
the truth ? 7 

Besides, experience has not cofrohorated the view here an- 
nuneiated respecting the ‘essential principle in the conduct of» 


Missions.’ So far as European agency is concerned, no man 
° 
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who in Tndia is required {o lind independent ineans of support, 


“can give his strength to Missionary Jabotr. Ie may be gble 


™o pay an occasional visit to a sehqol, and preach now iid 
again by the way-side or in a neighbouring village; he may 
minister to a church,*and direct the efforts of native preachers ; 
bat he cannot give missipnary labour the precedence over his 
secular avocations. ‘The former must be subordinate to, the 
Jatter, Nor can the Mission or Society that claims him as 
4n agent, expect any thing more. He may be willing to 
accept counsel, but he cannot bo required to submit to control, 
and without control no Society ean carry out an organized plan 
of activn, If the preaching of the Gospeajn eheathen Jands is 
to be the care of Societies, then a paid agopey is the only 
agonoy that will work with harm&ny and UMiciency. 

Q a year or tivo from this time, the supplics from Serampore 
hecame so irregular and uncertain, that Mv. Bink found it” 
necessary to accept secular employment. —Ilis large family had 
to be educated as well as fed and glothed. No educational advan- 
tages existed in Alsyab, and to provide these he found it wou'd 
be neeessiry fo accept some secular engagement which, without 
fottoring his missionary action, should enable him to keep his 
head above witer, As an evidence of the thorough disinter. 
estedness of his attachment to evangelistic labour we may 
mention, that ab the timo whgn his feeunifry difficulties welt 
nigh amounted to ‘wapt, and for more tian hall a yeur he had 
reevived no remittances from Serampore, the local Government 
being aware of his intimate khowledge of the language and 
character of the Arracanese, offered him a salary of Rs, 400 
wmomth if he would undertake the duties of Fiscal Officer at 
Aeng. The offer was declined, because the arrangement would 
have had the double effect of bringing hig missionary career 
to a close, and of taking him away* from his beloved converts. 
Ue accepted au offer, subsequently made, of the Thoogyee-ship 
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of the tofvn of Akyab. The word Zhoogyee is Burman, and, 
means, great man, but My. Fink’s greatness was only that of 
a collector of taxes, The Government had recently imposed 
a capitation tax on the province, and as dhe people had been 
unaccustomed to any thing like systematic taxation, they viow- 
ed the impost with distrust. As, too) there was every likelihood 
of its being) made an engine of oppression in the hands of 
native officials whose services as collectors it was desirable tq 
dispense with as fur as possible, the Government exprorsed 
satisfaction in being able to entrust the collection of the tax in 
Akyab to Mr. Fink, The office brought him about a hundred 
rupees a month, realzed in the form of a percentnge on the 
collections. For a lorg time this money was all ho had to keep 
himself and his family from absolute want, 

There can he no doubt that in aceepling the office of Tioo- 
gyce, Mr. Fink took into account the liesnvo, that would still 
be his for the pursuit of his favorite work, Indeed, he soon 
found that as thoogyee, his opportunities wore in some respects 
greater than they would have been as a simple inissionary, Ho 
employed a subordinate officer, whom he supcrintended, ty 
grant receipts and keep the hooks ; and’ this arrypngement left 
him free to hold religious conversations with the crowds of ‘tax 
payers that flocked dlaily Go his verandah, They came to pay 
their taxes and stayed to hear thé Gospel. , Day by day, and 
all day long Mr, Fink was engaged in talking {o them of tho 
great salvation, and people whom he wouhl never havo seen in 
the market-place now came within reach of the Gospel, 

Owing to his thorough knowledge of the people and their 
language, and the entire confidence they had in him) the 
Government was induced to appoint him arbitrator in disputes 
which, it was agreed, would be bétler settled by arbitration than 
by an appeal to law. e They were chiefly disputes that arose out! 
of family or social dissensions, As arbiter, Mr. Fink had 
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{o convene a certain number of the respectable inhabitanis and 
~Girect, them to dnvestigaic theso eases and award such damages ag 
the ensiom of the Jand required, giving his casting votg when 
the judges disagreed, and confirming their verdict when they 
were wninimous, Now, there can be no question bat these 
varied powers entrusted to, good man, must be productive 
of good; and that in the present case, they were exercised 
in the feav of God and with a view of exalting Him among 
tife heathen, was abundantly evident from the conduct of the 
people towards Mr. Fink ia the rebellion whigh shortly afler 
broke out in the province, and the regret they universally 
expressed when he was compelled finally {g legve the country. 
‘The good he did was not only felt by the natives, but was ac- 
‘knowledged by the local authordties, wl five years after his 
lopaxture from Arracan were still regretting hia loss, 


Cuapren, IX, 
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Lr, Fink is visited by men of the Khoo-moing.mro (ribo—Returas ' 
the visit—-The Kyaug and Arrying savqges. 


In the autumn of the year 183, Mx. Fink was visited ab 
Akyab by tho chief of one of the wild hill-tribes occupying the 
enstemm frontier of Arracan, The particular tribe of which ho 
was chief, was that of the Khoo- -moing-mro, whose principal 
settlement was at a place enlled J Motnkhyoug, about three days’ 
journey from Akyab. Being subject to the British govornment, 
it was necessary that their chief should become acquainted with 
the laws heand hfs people. were required to obey, ‘With q 
view to information on’ this subject, he eamo with a mumbor of 
retaingts to Akyah, and being dirceled to Mr, Fink the Thysogeo 
of the town, paid him a visit. P 

After enlightening him in respect to his duties to the Govern. 
mont, My, Fink invited him and his followers, all of whom 
eould speak the Mugh language, into « private room where, 
having given them seats, he opencd a religious conversation with 
them. In reply to his questions ho learnt that this tribe wore 
shipped no God, tho only supernatural being thoy recognized 
heing a Neé or demon, who was poriodieally propitiated with alli 
ings of fowls, kidse pigs &e, atid whose nid was invoked in 
sicknessand calamity, The chief further slated that the Bumaang 
had sought to persuade hig people ta adopt tho worship of 
Gaudama, promising them happiness in the future birth if they 
would dig tanks, erect monasteries for poongyces (Gandama’s 
priests), gad throm bridges over evecks for the conyeniéice of 
travellers, The happiness in the futawe birth that was to 
roward this course of religious gud philanthropic action, was to 
consiel of an unlinyited number of pretty wives, plenty of cattle, 
large houses, and an cxhaustless supply of poney. 
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Telling the chief and his followers how their demon-worship 
““Wwas incompatible with the service of the one true God, Mr. 
Bink procceded {to enlighten them respecting the creation of tig 
“world, man’s sinful nature, and the redeniption that ig in Christ 
Jesus, Ie concluded with telling them that the Son of God was 
ready and willing 40 save even the most wretched man of the 
Khoo-moing-mro tribe, Wltal ave the feelings with which an * 
unprejudiegd but ignorant savage first receives the story ‘of 
Jesus of Nazaveth? ¢ After heaving this, writes Mr. Fink, ‘the 
chief rose from his seat and said, “ Sir, you are my friend from 
this day. I hope you will come to my country in the cold season, 
and speak to my people about the one true God. I will protect 
you and your people.” So saying he departed: 
« Lhe Khoo-moing-mro tribe had pio written chafacter, conse 
quently thoy had no idea of what it*was to read and write. 
1 mer Rept their accounts by knotting strings og making clyarconl- 
marks on a wooden-sboard kept for the purpose, Tn accepting the 
invitation of their chief, therefore, Mr. Fink’s leading thought 
was how to establish schools among them. IIe who would 
“preach the Gospel {o these savages, must also undertako to teach 
dhem to read and write; and this Mr, Tink resolved todo, Ie 
proposed to givg them the Burman character. . 

A fittle more than a month after the intorviow we have re- 
cordéd, Mr, Fink left Akyab for the Mounipins, accompanied 
by his native preachers, Khepong and Kyjorhee. Going up 
theKoladyne to the fost of the hills, the party eame toa 
Mugh village, whose hoadman informed them that the chief 
wags at & house close to the village, On word being sent 
him, the chief hastened to the river-side, and oxpressing 
his joy at the meeting, urged My, Fink tamake all haste to 
accompany him 4o his house on the mountain. As they entered 
tha Mugh village, they were joined, by the “chief’s sons, who 
varried sponrs in their hundg and bill-hooksby their sides, Mr.” 
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Vink wa’ first eonduetod to the house contiguous to the village 
where he was introduecd to four of tho Chiefs’ wives. ‘The 
dthor four were in tho house on the mountain, AG a word from 
the Chief, a band of mountaineers, each armed with p spear 
and bill-hook, appeared in marching order, ready to escort 
the party 10 the settlement in ther hills, Llimself’ armed with 
a spear, the Chief strode on in front, followed hy the Mission- 
ary. The guard came up behind. On the way 16 tho foot 
of the hills, the parfy passed through a dense forest travt 
abounding with trees of giganti® stature, and echoing the 
bark of deer, On arviving at the ascent, the Chief halted, 
and turning to hisfisitor said: ‘We are now about t% ascend 
one or twomramgeg, of hills; let my men earry you? But ther 
olfer was declined, Mr Fink ‘urging that he had serawbled up 
the steep sides of mouutains hefore now, and folb quite cgfipu- 
tent to keep pace with his hardy companions. The ascent, 
which frequently lay along narrow and rocky passages, wis in 
some places so perpendicular that it would have been imprace 
ticable were it not for the aid derived from the branches and 
roots of trees, After thus clambering up two high rmmgey 
of hills, they venched the Chiel’s mountain home, the platean 
on which it slood being also ocenpied by hous Ielonging to 
soveral families of the tribe, Ifere tho imissionary and “his 
native catechists Vere jntrodueatl to the fowr other wives af the 
Chief, whose ages varied from sixty yeu$ to twenty-live, ‘To 
propitiate the greab man, My, Vink had taken care, before he 
loft Akyab, to provide himself" with a goodly stock of glass. 
beads of different colours, and a few handkerchiefs of Huropean 
manufucluge, These he now produced and presénted to Iris host 
with an air of ceremony. The chief was pleased, and in return Lor 
this token of resyfect ordered something to drink, The something 
to drink turned outdo be the stuff commonly known in our Indian 
bazars as arrack, a liquor extracted from rice boiled with cortain 
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__ fermented dyugs, and kept until if has become stale, The 
manner in which the liquor was imbibed hy these snvages was 
Characterjstic, After being ponred owt into a hasin® thré- 
fourths of which were filled by it, cold water was added, until 
the ligmdd reached the brim. A tabe was then fixed to the 
dottom of the basin, through which the company were invited: 
to suck in the liquor by turns. A menial was stationed year 
the basitt whose duty il was to replenish it as it got emptied. 
the people are aceustomed thus to keep drinking in rotation 
until they all become infoxPated. Refusing to*partake of any 
of the Hquor himself, Mr, Fink watehed the proceedings of the 
Chief afid his followers for a brief while,&ind then, at the risk 

* of giving offence, told them of the sin of drunkenness. The 
Chief acknowledged it to be av vide, bub he excused his conduet 
on*4he ground that his fathers had beon drapkards before him. 


To the driuking sueceeded the smoking, which was also * 


chafactoiistie. The hookah, as most of our readers may be aware, 
js ev Indian ‘institution’, and is made of a cocoa-nut shell or 
other vessel filled with water, into which ave fixed two pipes. On 
one of these, which is perpendicular, rests the bow! containing 
the lighted tobacco; tn dugh the other, which usually comes 
out ‘ab the sid of the shell ov jar, the smoke is inhaled. In 
tha pase of the savages whom Mr. Fink was now visiting, the 
hookah was sugyostive of the joint Trpperty of a joint Tiindoo 
family. The Chiefland his people gathered round the hard shell 
of a pumpkin filled yith water, and suvmonnted by a gigantic 
bowl of tobacco, To this shell Sveve attached as many pipes as 
there were smokers, Hach smoker appropriated to himselt'n pipe, 
and s8 the entire group sitting ina circle awoynd a. conpnon cen re 
of attraction, smoked out of the same bowl. ach pipe, more- 
over, had connected with ita receptacle as lare®as 2 hen’s ege into 
awhich was discharged the saliva tha gathered during the opera 
tion of smoking. When the smoking was over, the saliva thus 
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collected was thrown into one vessel and handed rownd to the 
company to be tasted. This is an important ceremony among 
die people of the Khoo,moing-mro tribe, as also among the 
Kyangs, The delicacy was in due course offered to My, Sink, 
who was for a moment ata loss on what eground to decline it, 
<especially as these people, like al] savages, wera very par- 
ticular ag to malters of social otiqnet{o, Te got over the 
difficulty at last, by pleading that tho ceremony, was not 
practised in his own country. : 
Distinction among these warlike gavages is conferred accord 
ing to the number of skulls of foreigners or people of hostile 
tribes that can ke ophibited ; and the hall of reception, in this 
chief’s house was decorated all round by these hideous tokens of , 
personal prowess. ‘ho, smalhest. provocation might have beens 
an inducoment to the chief or some of his followers to add, the 
* heads of the missionary and his native assistants Lo the mmber 
of horrid trophies; and Mr. Fink was eareftl to do ov say. no- 
thing caleulated to give them reasonable offence, But he did 
nob on this account neglect his obligations as a preacher of 


righteousness, 

While silting and talking in the -chief’s house, hig attention 
was arrested hy ‘curious music,’ and the elenging of great 
gongs atthe other end of tho village. On inquiry he learnt 
that the chief’s eltst grandson Avus engaged in a ceremony to 
propitiate the ruling Wd? or demon, Repotving to tho spot, ho 
found a great concourse of people in “the demon-temple” A 
large platform had been oreelol jn front Of the house, Lo one of 
the posts of which a pig was tied, Near the pig were plaood 
tivo small pots of nicl, the intoxicating liquor of which men« 
tion has alfeady beén made, On asking particulars of the cov- 
mony, he was told that one of the wives of the chiel’s grandson 
was ill, and that the pigewas to be offered to the Nat in tho 
expectation of a cufe. IIo then altempted na fow words of ré 
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rhonatranee which he addressed to those who understodd Mugh, 
“but his wordsewere wasted, Ile desisted, secing that they were 
. all more or less intoxicated, No objection being mady to Kis 
entering the temple, he went in, and found there two bowls of 
arrack on which both priest and people were making themselves 
deunk, Ile was told thal ¢he pig and liquor on the platform. 
outside weve intended for the demon, 3 
My, Fit had not been long on this scene of rioting and 
deunkenuess, before the sick wife made her appearance, A 
spear was placed in her haitd, and with it she ‘stabbed the pig, 
which was thereupon clubbed to death. She then seated herself 
in the contre of the platform with the ded& pfo ond the liquor 
* pots before her, whilst the assembly of grunkes worshippers 
beat their gongs and danced wildly in Sront of ber, ‘This part 
of the very edifying ceromony being ended,, preparatians weve 
made to cook the pig. After the animal was dressed, the whole 
party with the relations of the sick woman assembled on the 
platform. In the centre stood a luge bowl of arvack, a large 
quantity of boiled vice, which was afterwards distributed with 
pieces of pork on strips of plantain leaf; a small quantity of 
raw ginger seraped; and a pot of grease, ‘The people then ad- 
vanding to tho*eentre, ono by one, first put a little ginger into 
theig months, and taking a mouthful of ligase blew it ont npon 
thet rico. A young man plawd in chgrgo $f tho pot of grease 
then took 2 Tittle ofthey.contents and ruled it on the crowns 
of their heads, Aflgr being thus anointed, they ate a handful 
of the rice and pork, and retirl, While the people wera thus 
engaged, a drunken old man whom they called the demon-priest, 
daking in ond hand a buffilo-horn in and the other a pieco 
of green bamboo, began beating the horn and chanting an in- 
vocation to the demon. On the song being oncluded, he roso 
awith the party of musicians, and darfeed soyeral times round the 
platform to the beating of a drum, And so the ceremony 
ended, 
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Té was'three o’elodk in the afternoon when Mr, Vink res 
traced his steps down the mountain. Tle was accompanied 

a oop . 1 e 
hy the éhief, 9 whom he proposed the establishment of a sehodl 
among his people. But this was objected to on the ground Chat it 

> e A . 

would exeite suspicions among the people; who hud no desire to 
chave their cluldren tanght. The edie, however, suy@ested that 
aschool should be wot up inthe Mugh village atthe foot of the 
mountain, and engaged to send his own sons to il, + But this 
scheme, in common with wanerous others which Mr, Mink hoped 
to carry oul, wasurrested hy the growmg inseeurily ofthe country, 
nized among the leading natives of 





A conspiracy was being’ o 
the provinee, whiclh/had for its object the overthrow of the 
British Goygrnment. The co-operation of all the powerful: 
davoit-bands was obtained, iid the inability of the officials” 
in the, interior to cheek their lawless proceedings made trypvel+ 
ling hazardous, Owing to this and other causes, My. Gait 
intercourse with the Khoo-moing-mros terminated wile this 
first visit to their mountain, 

As fav back as the year 1830, Mr. Vink had, in the course of 
his itineracies, fallen in with small parties of tho Khyeny 
ov Kyang tribe inhabiting the Yomirranee, Me existence and 
somo of the social and religious practices of this People hadeheen 
brought to notice for the first time some years previously, wlten, 
on the conelusion* of tIte first ~Barman war, a cet (agian ol 
British troops returning to Bengal vid, Atracan ‘had oveasion 
to eoss their mountains, The ofleer in command of” the 
detaghment reported coneorniif them, that, they professed ta 
be descended from the original inhabitants of Bumah und 
Pegu, who] being expelled thence by a nation [fom the pnorth, 
took refuge in these all but inaccessible mountains, They 
acknowledged n&* Supreme Being, and regurded sensual enjoy- 
ment as the sole end of exfatence, Every ovent of a domestic 
kind, whether a bith, a marriage, or a death, was an ove: sion 
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of fostive rejoicing. Murders, robbaies, and indeed any crime, 
might be expiated hy the payinent of a fine, Their definition 
,of 2 good man was, one who took eare of his hogs and vattld, 
ate voracion-ly, and drank immoderntely, An wbstemious man 
was counted wicked, Tis moderation being deemed a reflection 
on the hounty of nature, Mr. Fink fell in’ with parties of -« 
these people on more than one oceasion. ‘Thus, in one of his 
letters he stys: ‘A fow of the hill tribes who could speak 
the Mugh linguage, eane into the mecting house during the 
afternoon service and heard *me preach. As schn as worship 
was over, one of them being much pleased with what he had 
heard, ran off (o bis lodging and shortly &tutned with half 
ft eseer (a pound) of fresh ginger, which he insisted hat 1 should 
Reewpt AM another time he write: (4 fey of the hill tribes 
who could understand the Mugh lmenage attended; gne of 
them, ‘an old man, was very attentive {p the word, When the‘ 
sermon was over, tof them stood up except the old man, and 
dohim they made a sign to go; bat he only looked at them 
and shook his head. The rest then went away leaving the old 
man, who continued (il the service was over, When [asked 
him whether he understood tae, he said: “ Oh yes, Sir; and 
this is dhe first Mane L ever heard that there is a God in heaven, 
and?” fh: if anen lave immortal souls”? And he added: ey 
has God despised the hill tribes, and ely, thef in ignoranec 1's 
Aflor tho Arracar? rebellion dete ailed hy Mie next chapter had 
heen “netted, My. tiuk meditated not only a sceond visit to 
the Khoo-moing-mroe, buts a Wsit to the Kyangs aud ta the 





Aprying savages, who dwell far within the hills; but the failure 
of the dinds of Che Serampore Mission necessitated a relinquish 

ment of the Akyab fation, which seon afte Deca’ occupied 
hy theeAmeriaam Board, hese Arry ing saveges, though they 
hgd never before seen the face of a Etuopean, had, on hearing 
of the disorder euu-ed by the rebdlion, come down with their 
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chiofs, and not only iad they an interview with the Commise 
sjoner, bué comented an allinnco with the Governmont, and 
the offeve dassistance of a large body of fighting mon who were | 
eager to advance against the rebels. Lieutenant Rainey, one of 
our officers, who was in the jungle upca the mountains with 
them, marched in‘company with these fizhting savage: lor five 
days, and was treated with every attention hy them, ‘fhey paid 
no revenue to the Government, claiming the mountains as their 
own property, ! 
But though the interest was gyert that drew Mr. link's 
thoughts to the hill-tribes, circumstances prevented him from 
doing any thing fox thom. ‘The supplies of money sent from 
Serampore were but barely sufficient to support the operas 
tions among the ‘Iughs to whom, aud not to the dwellers 
in the mountains, his chic attention was to be given. From 
the occasional ixfiercourse ho had with the mountain adenges, 
his impression was, that they were in somo respects -more 
accessible to Christian influence than the people of the plain, 
With all their hideous usages and revolting orgies, they 
were simple in theiy manners, frank and trustful in thew 
disposition, and far more impressionable than the sordid trading: 
population of the plain ; and it seems likely that if a missionary 
interost could be ostublished and diligently worked aprong 
them, it would soe beesime the centro of a rapidly grdwing 
enlightenment. Art attempt was made, samo years Tafer,' hy 
certain missionaries of the American” Board, who ostablished 
schools in the hills ; but the wadorlaking vas carly relinquished, 
From that time to the present, these mowntain dwellers havo 
been left to themselves, and the regretful Ianent of tho, greys 
haired savage chifftain remains unanswered, ‘Why has God 
despised the hill,lribes ?’ 7 Z 
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ly jnenrsions into Arracan—Nya-thand!—Kheng-Bigng—» 
the rebellion—Ongyojyn’s couspiracy—his arrest and that of 
his co-couspirators—bshe restoration of quiel. 

It is as, much a social and, political law asa law of nature, 
that a certain oppressive stillness should precede a storm, 
Take the ease of a man meditating a great crimo, As the 
mament draws near for its commission, he is gloomy and reti-. 
cent, A strong will armed evith a deadly resolption keeps the 
flaming passions chained and under eonirol till the evisis comes ; 
then suddenty like hell-hounds they avo letgloose, and with a 
fury all the more impetuous fur the previous restyaint, they 
Runt their victim to destruction, Bi is the gime in*the political 
world, A Goyernment need nob bein mneh fear of a people 
so lon as they only bluster about their wrongs; but when the 
Dinslerings ave repressed and men mutter between their teeth, 
then let the Government beware, The ominous atillndss fore~ 
tells a revolutionary storm, 

Something similur was the casein Arracan at the time to 
which ou nurative hag browght us, “When the depradations of 
tho dacvits foread themselves upon tho serious notice of tho 
Goverment, active measures were adopted to erush their law. 
less procecdings, Muny were hunted lo ther lair, others dis 
persed, and to all appearance tranquiltity® and security were 
vestored Lo tho country, But the lull so induced was only the 
lull that precedes the Suesting ferth of a storm. ‘The cirewm- 
slances we are about to narrate will show that a wide corlspi- 
racy was being? matured the design of which was to over. 
throw tho British administration; and if {1% result *vas by no 
moans #o disastrous as i, would have been hadghe local authori 
ties failed to adopt prompt preeautionnry measures, it was owing 
4o My. Fink’s interference that they became*at all awave of the 
extont to which the evil intentions of the conspirators had 
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alveady matured. But to understand . the origin and progress 
of the conspiracy wo must go back some years, - im 
“In the year L781, Nea-thandd, a native of the province, 
having for some reason become disalleeted towards the Gevern- 
iment of the Rajah (for Arracan was at that tine an indey endent 
kingdom,) found his way to Burmah, and persnaded the hing 
of dhe White Elephant to send an army fo annex the country 
to his own dominions. The Barmans who wero by ne mews 
slow to scent plunder, having from time immemorial hada 
dispute of somékind or othor with the neighbouring kingdom, 
seized the opportunity. The Arracaneso wero defeated, and 
their governmerit Merthrown, and the Burmans thenee forward 
oceupied the-country, Asa reward for his tr: Yilorciis fervices,” 
Nega-thandé reecived from the Burman Government the offive of 
Mroosoogree, or head revenue olflicer of the district of Avracan, 
But he had no Jove for a quict and peaceful life, and the foward 
given to"him fell below his expectations. ‘The samo {Paitor 
spirit that moved him to invite the Burmuns to Arracan, now 


urged him to conspire against the forewen yoko. Collecting a 
lnvge foree, he engaged in open rebellion, subjusiuling fora 


brief space no inconsiderable sectionof the country. Bub when, 
the Burman troops being put in motion, hunted hie, tute tho 
junglos, andhe found himself umble to willistand them,” he 
judiciously fled t®lamdo, a frontior town in Uritish lorrttony, 
and there died, Nufibets of Atracanes so, OF Mughs as they ere 
now called, had by this time exiled 1 Uronvelves with av view 
to escape Burman oppressiong aud had” {akon refitgo in the 
district of Chittagong, Allof them were moved with litter 
hatred against the eanquerors of their Jand;%nd whew theiv 
numbers fhercasedf and they could organize sehomes of revengs 
at a distance froys Burmese espionage, they imade repented ins 
roads into arent for tho purpore of overthrowing the governs 
ment, 
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Nea-thandé who, as we have said, died at Ramoo, bequeathed 
‘the legacy of. his hate to his son Kheng-breng. Tne namo 
Tas been corrupted by English writersanio King Berrthg, Kut 
the owner of it, who was in no way relied to royally, was never 
made aware of the honor thus conferred upon him, Kheng-breng, 
using’ his influence, for he was a man of property, as wely 
among the Arrucanese thal remained in their own country as 
those whé now formed the Mugh colony in Chiltagong, eol- 
lected a sufliciont number of followers to venture on the in- 
vasion of Arracan. ‘The attempt was only partially successful ; 
but though he was soon compelled to return to Lritish territory, 
it was not lone before his restless spirit Men d&tod the organi- 
‘zation of a sveond expedition. Tlis plans, ,this tig, were moro 
carefully concerted, and his arraigoments. more complete, and 
iv followed that the second invasion was more suecessfal, To 
subdited, and for q considerable period held j in subjection, the 
whote provinee of Avracan, with the exception of the, fortified 
places, which were still ovenpied by Burman troofts. Tho 
offvets of his devastating incursions were for years after visible in 
vurious parts of the proviies, But the adyantige thus obtained. 
was only temporary ; for Lting without the resources necessary 
for the avgazation of a government, Kheny-Treny was 
obliged ones more to retire bo Chil lagongy. From this timo 
his fortune in the hind of werltee Ueyhad® selected, was very 
vi irjpns, Alone tithe yo was at the hia? of a powerful army 
carrying fire wal sword wherever he went 3 ab auother he was 
an oullawed yehel, without « follower, and fleeing from the 
invaders of his ‘country, 
« Atsougth, The fact that he had his rosidence within Baitish 
fervitory whither he invariably retired when diseornlitod, eume 
do the* knowledge of the king of Barmah, @ho concluded that 
ane was aided in his ineursions with Brigish gold, or nt all 
events with British countenance, An indignant remonstrance 
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was accorilingly addressed to the Governor General in Caloulla, 
in which the king threatened to hold the British Covern« 
ment responsible for these frequent disturbances. Bub these 
menaces did not go for much. Suill, we ld no object: whatever 
in provoking hostilities, and it was defermined that Captain 
Canning should proceed to Rangodn, and if necessary to tho 
Burman Court, to satisfy the King of Barmah that Khong. 
Breng had received no enecortragement trom us, * Captain 
Canning went as far as Rangoon, but inferring from tho insults 
ing treatment he reevived from the officials of that place that 
it would not be safo to venture further, he returned withont 
establishing any pro her understanding between the tavo eoyern- 
ments. Not dong after, the British Government with a view , 
to convince the Burman? of ifs good will, took oceasion to send 


_asmall force inte the field against Kheng-Breng, who, had 


again begun his depradations, Kheng-Brang was defented, 
and from, that time to his death, which happened shortly aiter, 
he ceased to trouble his enemies. 

But the conduet of the British, simply intended to remove 
from the mind of the Burman King the impression that we 
were hostile to him, was interpreted’ as an indication of fear, 
Me concvived the idea of expelling ws feom thy neivhbourload, 
of his empire, and aveordingly filled ont an oxpodition “ol 
80,000 troops for ‘the purpose, Lhe vesull of this fool-hardy 
and vain-olorious measure was tho first Rarman war, Whereas 
the Barmans threatened to invade our turgitory, wo earvied the 
war énto theirs, and idemnitiett ourselves hy taking possession 
of Avracan among other provinces. By this means the object 
for which fho oxilgd Arracanese had so long “fought Santer 
Kheng-Breng, was in some sort secured, ‘Tho Burmans having 
been compelled to Tetire from their land, ib was signified” to the 
Arracanese thaé they.were feo to return to il, ‘This they did in, 
overwhelming numbers, and were glad once again to sit, down 
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under their own vine and their own fig (rec, protected by a 
powerful and upright Government. Nevertheless, it soon ap« 
Heared that jt was no pore patriotism sthat lad animated tho 
followers of Kheng-Breng in the incursions they hud formerly 
made into Atracan, “The Government under which they now 
lived, was calenlated to give every encouragement to peaceful : 
and industrious pursuits; but such pursuits were no lopger 
to thoir laste. ‘The samearm that protected the industry and 
commerical enterprize of the working population, was strong 
to repress crime; and thise was distasteful toemen who had for 
years lived by plunder, Extensive bands of daeoits were or- 
ganized and became the terror of the coutitry, until they were 

+ broken up and chased into the mountains hy our proops. 

* But these were for the most ‘part vglgar dacoits. Tho am- 
bitions spirit of Kheng-Breng had not perished with his life. 
yt hat deseonded to his nephew Ongyojyn, LM son-in-law Doon" 
guosand his brother-in-law Oneueree ; men who, now that Arra« 
ean was a British possession, were restless and unhap/y s0 long 
as they were debarced from attaining high position in the State, 
They had already been advanced, ewing to their superiot abili« 
ties, Lo the highest siluatians in the Revenuc department that 
natiyes could loll; but having reached this limit they Dewan to 
hankev utter more power, ‘The system of reveune that prevails 
in Arracan is what in well known asthe [Wy otavaree 5 a system 
whieh does nob advyit, ane does that df Veugal of a sitigle Ine 
dividual beeoming the oall- powerful owner of large and exten. 
sive landcd properti®&, Couldathese men have found seope for 
their ambition as leading Zemindas, their interest in the peace 
and prosperitysof the province would have been too great to 
have suffered them to stako their all in he suee8ss of 2 cons 
spiracy to overthrow the British power. Bit having but little 
interest in the soil, and hoping that the sneeess of their scheme 
“vould make them the rulers of the counts 3 ina word having 
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nothing fo low and every thing to gain by some such held 
measure, they forthwith bean to artange a plan gf operations, 
If They failed hy secret emachinations to obtain the introduc lion 
of the Zemindari yotem into Arracan, they resolved by open 
force to obtain the paramount authority? ‘They cher. hed (ho 
hope that by thiowime the loeal adintinstratit into disorder, 
the Govermment would be induced to relinquish the possession, 
of so di turbed and unprofitable a country, or at least 
would withdraw the Euopean management, and entinst the 
administravion ta them; but af they failed in bringing 
about such a consummation, they were prepared for an 
open appeal to rr. So bold a programme necessarily 
required two gor thee ur fo dnature, Tha scheme for 
raring dist bances “teonahsut the country Luled 5 the reign‘ 
of tenon cauxd by the banda of ducols that infested the 
province ceased with their dispersion; and there was no“hope 
for the Gonepienlots but in the second act of the drama they 
had sketulicd for thomeelyes, According {o tho outline of tity 
act, they contemplited wieeling the province from the British 
and dividing it into four Kingdoms to bo presided over hy 
Ongyojyn, Doongue, Ongueree, al Shweblang. The lust 
named mdividual isiepreseated in’ the allicial’ report» ole the 
period as having been a Government pensioner, but a most Alls 
reputable character, * ‘and one who daring the Burn time way 
forced to flew to Ayal having ecaped ont éf jail and from the 


punishment due to the perpetuation of a ern and eold-hlooded 


murdar. © 


The conspiracy began to be organized as far Tack as the 
month of July Ish, but wad nob disclowd till 880, Tedoed,. 
though the conspirators were aware that their plans, to he sue- 
cosful, would requtre the eo-opepation of a large body of ain, 
they divulged the fwerel Fto thoro whose aid was needled, 
only at the moment when that aid had to be rendered, 
In the meanwhile, they Isid out a large portion of their 
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funds in the purchase of muskets from Calentia. .But for. 
tune was not propitious, One of the vessels in which Ongyojyn 
Was expecting a supply of arms and ammunition, was wrecked 
” before it could reach its destination; a subsequent supply which 
reached safely, was shade over to a notorious dacoit named 
Keechami, who for sceurity’s sake buried the muskets, three, 
hundred in number, in the river bank, When the monsoons 
sel in andethe river rose, more than half the store was washed 
ayay, and only one hundred and twenty muskets wore recovered. 
Whilst, on the one hand; the means for conducting an insurrec« 
tion wore being cautiously provided and distributed among the 
chief dacoits and most influential Kyouks@in ¢he province, the 
sconspirators addressed a petition, on the other, to, the Supreme 
Council in Caleutta commenting “in highly presumptions and 
disrespectful language on the econdnet of the European public 
servants of tho province, Indeed, their* seditious feclings 
wereapparent in almost every sentence of the letter. In the 
paragraph in which they prayed (o have possession of Avracan, 
they quoted the fuct that the Government had, on the conquest 
of the countries tributary to Ava, xvestored possessién of 
them {o their former rulers. Thoy accordingly sugested with 
charapteristic nyodesly, that Arracan should bo placed under 
a imtive ruler to bo selected from among thomselves who, it 
was*added, wero all descended from? the neo of Rajahs of 
Artaean; and that all the Government YurXtionaries now hold. 
ing fhe country, whether Huropean or Native, should be dis- 
missed. ‘Tho petilio? concluded with tho threat thal if tho 
scheme they proposed was not adopted, they would he undor the 
neoessify of rodiving with their goods and families into the 
jungles ; nor ought they, under the cireumsti&ces, to So regarded 
as rebelg or nngratefal subjects. | » 
This petition was forwi ded’ to the Supreme Council in De. 
comber 1881, but it seems lo have lain unfotieed. A copy of 
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it was found, in company with other seditious documents, in the 
possession of the conspirators, and was ono of the papers on 
which, their prosecution was subsequently based. In the means 
while ‘they had anoceoted i in collecting a considerable number of 
adherents, among whom were severnl youks and somo of the 
native officers and-men of the Loenl Batinlion, My, Wink was 
the first European officer who became aequainted wilh dhei 
design, and communicating with the Magistrate on the subject, 
he recommended the immediate arvesb of tho four leaders of 
tho conspiracy, When this funcbiqnary rofused to eredit the yu- 
mour, Mr. Fink went with his information to Captain Dickenson, 
the Commissioner of the province. Captain Dickenson seemed 
to think the attempt to raiso an insurrection possible; but, 
he paid little attention to. the report, confident that any oute 
break would bo immetintely supprossed wilh tho aid of the 
handful of Regulars who guarded tho ‘Treasury, Bub Me, 
Fink, whose intercourse with the people and whose opportuni- 
ties for, gaining a knowledge of all that was passing among 
them wero greater than those of any other Huropenn lunetion~ 
ary, vag convineed that his information was eorreel, Te s20n 
discovered that a strongly armed Rand of rebels had alveady 
heon collected in the intovior of the districh. Pho fresh tidings 
he received from day to day of the rebel movements and .in« 
tentions, were pynetually communicated to Dr, Morton tho 
Magistrate, who being «foreed lo” bestir himself by the inorens- 
ingly serious nature of the rumours directed an enquity to 
be made, People then camo forward to ssonfirm the rumours 
that* had been in cireulation, As soon as tho chief conspira- 
tors saw that the suspicion of the authoritics was twouseil, 
they senteimmediate instructions to Kheechungway whio wag 
in command of the armed rebels, to commence operationa, 
Village after village was ajtacked and pillaged, the old town of 
Arracan was burntethe lives of peaceful inhabitants were taken} 
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and the distvicl was in a terrible slate of anarchy and. ednfusion. 
A detachment-of tho Arracan Local Battalion was despatched, 

sunder command of Captain Bunbury, to the scene of Uistur- 
banee, It was followed up by a detachment rol Mugh Sepoys 
under Captain White. : 

This lalter officer on reaching the neighbourhood of the rebels, 
roads the disagreeable discovery that his men were not tosbe 
relicd on, ° Te therefore Look prompt measures to be indepen- 
dent of them. Returning lo Akyab, he despatched an express 
to Kyouk-Phyoo, and obtairfed a strong foreo off Regulars from 
there. While these troops were on their way to Akyab, ho and 
My. Fink occupied themselves with collectMig ‘ll the informa- 
‘dion that was procurable respecting the intgnded movements of 
the insurgents, Acting on My, Fink’s*dyice, Captain Wifite 
determined to secure the persons of the four leader, and 
gain possession of, the correspondence it was believed they 
had edrried on with the leading dacoits of the province. Mreing 
the people to riso, aiding the insurrection with their money, 
and indeed directing their operations, these fouy leaders had, 
nevertholess, been cnvefal not to identify their lot with that 
of the robels, ‘Choy remeincd hko peaceable citizens, in the 
town ‘of Akyab, “as well in the hope of escaping with impunity 
in oglse the insurreclionary eauso should fail, as with a view 
to koop themselves informed *of tho movements of the local 
Covenment. Though, gherefore, there was no doubt in My, 
Fink’s mind of theiy, complicity, they had not suffered them. 
solves to be betrayed into any overt token of sympathy syith 
the rebels. Their complicity would no doubt appear from 
the dofuments in their possession, and thege it wag desirable 
to soizo, The course of action was soon arranged, As 
these Idhdors were men of imfluence in “he town, there 
would be nothing suspicious in Captain White’s visiting them, 
and asking their counsel in the present emergency, This was 
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accordingly done. Captain Whito went to thom withthe oa. 
tensihle object of consulting them respecting the best means 
of suppressing the resolt, Ue reminded them of the difficulty . 
in the way of oblaining correct information of the rebel 
movements and places of concealment, ‘nnd of communicating 
- with them 60 as to reason them baek to their allegiance, with- 
ou, the mediation of influential uativis whose presenoo in his 
camp would alone be suilicient evidenco to tho insfirgents of 
the good will of the Government. The men lo whom this specch 
yas addressed, Wffected the ulmost fhdignation at the audacious 
conduct of their countrymen; and secretly thinking to fur- 
ther their own‘puffoses, readily offered to accompany Captain 
White’s camp. Ng doubt hey congratulated themselves on” 
bog about to do smvery clever thing, for they hoped thus to 
keep the rebel bands informed of all Captain White’s inton- 
tions, and to aid their own cause. A very short timo, howover, 
sufficed.to undecoive them, Tho day after their dopirinre 
with Captain White, the Junior Assistant Commissioner, ao- 
companied by Mr. Tink and some of the informers whom he 
had so successfully employed from tho beginning, proceeded to 
thoir dwelling, and seizing their papers obtained fiom them 
ample confirmation of their guilt, ‘Tidings of the discovery 
wore instantly dispatched by an express to Cuplain White ewho 
astonished his highly yespectable and influential native friends’ 
hy loading them With follers and sending them back fo» safe 
lodgomont in the Alsyab jail, 7 8 


From these papers and the disclosures made by sevoral wit» 
nesses al the trial, it appears that the first ear of' the gonspi~ 
rators waa to semure the co-operation of the Mugh corps 
stationed at Akyab. This was altempted through ‘the non» 
commissioned officers, seveyal of whom wero indneed Yo take 
an oath of allegiaace to the rebel cause, The hait held out 
to the troops was, that in ease the rebellion should be successful,” 
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each Subadar was to receive Rs. 200 2 month, each’ Jemadar 
“Rs. 100, and each private Rs. 80. In the meanwhile, each man 
Was required to record his oath on & ship of palm’ leaf” or 
piece of paper, and read it alond in the presefico of the assem- 
bled conspirators. ‘The document was then reduced to ashes, 
and these ashes having been’ dissolved in a bow] of water in’ 
which spears and musket barrels had been previously washed, 
tho water*was drunk by the person taking the oath, The oath 
obliged those who took it 10 do whatever might be required 
of them by the four leadfhg conspiralors, Besides hespeak- 
jug the services of numerous non-commissioned officers and 
é , : @ 
privates of this corps, Ongyojyn and hig party secured the 
‘co-operation of the leaders of all, the most notwble bands of 
dacoits that infested the interior, fo whdm arms and ammtni- 
tion were liberally served out. Upwardsy of filty Kyouks, 
officers holding subordinate police authority, were bribed, 
and “for upwards of a year the conspiracy grow ang gained 
adhorents without the Government beeoming aware of its exis- 
tence. . 
It further appeared from Ongyojyn’s papers and tho testi« 
mony of witnosses, that ‘the conspirators had arranged that 
_Whil&t the authorities and regular troops were engaged in tho 
inlegior secking to quell the disturhanges evgnted by the dacoit- 
Bands, Ngamouki, the most formidable gt the dacoit leaders, 
should attack the town of Akyab by night; that on his arvi. 
val, the conspirators gbelonging, to the Mugh corps should exch 
murder the commissioned or non-commissioned officer he had 
been previously appointed to assassinate; that one of the men 
should? kill the Magistrate; that, then, the dgiachmoeyt guarding 
the Treasury should plunder it; that the prisoners of the Jail 
should*be released; and that fastly, the town should bo fired. 
Rho scheme was a very amiable one, and gvriting of it at this 
distanco of time we are forcibly reminded of the very similar 
arrangements the mutinous sepoys of Bengal mado during the 
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memorable rebullion of 1857. In Bengal the dixbolival plan 
was iu more than ono instance successfully camied out; but 
this, we’ are happy to Say, was not to be in the ense of the 
conspiracy we are “escribing. The semure of Ongyojyn’s papers 
prevented the oxeention of the schemo. My, Tink, to whom 
ehad been entrusted the task of examining theso papers, fognd 
among them a slip in Ongyojyn’s own handwriting 1 in which 
were detailed tho names of the European gentlemen, officials 
as well as non-ofliciuls, that were to be gol rid of, and the 
names of the virions rebel leaders" who wore to be reward. 
ed with the wives of their European victims. ‘Tho whole 
scheme was most amiably constructed ; only it was nipped in 


the bud. Kmowing, now the intentions of tho rebels, and, 


the"particular night of which Ngamouki might he expected, 
_ Mr. Fimk, to whaso good sonse and activily the safely of the 
“town had beon entrusted, lost no time in arranging to’ meet 
the crisis, Fearing lest the evil-disposed inhabitants slfould 
take advantage of some false alarm to plunder the town and 
murder the families of the European residents, theso familics 
wore for the most part sent on board the ships or Chineso junks 
that lay in the harbour; strong pickets wore, placed at con- 
venient distances along tho entire river frontage of the Lown, 
it being well known tha, Ngamouki and his Land could cpino 
only by water ; the “polige was atfongthened all over the towp ; 
the peoplo wero not suffered to loiter about any where in 
groups; and the whole night was spent>by Mr, Pink in visi- 

- ting his guards, and seving that they did their duty, But 
Ngamouki had been informed of the discovery of the conspiracy, 
and declined to myke his appearance. ‘Lhe night passefi over 
quietly and though, through many subsequent nights, the peo» 
ple were fearful and ausions, wo attack was made, tl town 
yemained undisturbyl, and the offivers of the Mugh corps were 
not shot down by their loyal sepoys, 
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The dacoit bands in the interior lost heart as ,s00n Aa 
. they henrd of tho arrest of ihe leading conspire ‘alors. The 
eause of the rebellion became hopelegs, and the govarnment 
troops no longer found it diffeult to re-establish order, ‘Phe 
charge brought against Ongyojyn, Shwebaing, Onguoree, and 
Dodngue at their trial held during the special sessions of 1836,, 
wo@ sedition in tampering with, and administering oaths and dis- * 
tribatings money to, the native officers and men of the Arrican 
Tocal Battalion, promoting disturbances, and aiding and abet- 
ding in the perpetration of dacoities, by ,conspiring with 
Khecchame Sirdar dacoit, late Kyouk of Chapaguing, and 
furnishing him and his gang with arms and gmmnnition, and 
, assembling the kyouks awd village officers, and collecting arms 
sana ammunition and taking and» administering Baths to ugurp 
ite government of the provinee, from hhout July and August 
1884, 40 12th January 1836. ‘Tho evidento clicited’ ab tho - 
trinl, was very voluminous; government officials, officers and 
privates of the native corps, and natives of tho city Al united 
to fix the guilt of sedition on tho prisoners, ‘Their testimony 
conld nol be gainsayed, and the trial which lasted three weeks, 
ended in tho conviction pf the conspirators. Ongyojyn and 
Shwebaing wore sentenced by the Sudder Nizamut of Calentla 
to smprisonm nt in (rdnsportation beyond sea for life: Onguereo 
40 b8 imprisoned for fourteen years in wanishenent, and Déongue 
ontacenunt of old aga, and previous pbod character, to be im. 
prisdhed for seven years “without labour, 
Thus onded tho firg and lastgattempt made by the people of 
Arracan to throw off the British yoko, 
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Frais fril—Mr. Fink resigns connection wilh Serampore—ced 
“Resumé—Brief, Sketch of the American Mission in rvracan, 


Tho want of funds was now forcing on the Serampore 
-directors a curtailment of their eperations, With many of 
their agents they were deeply in arrears, and the diffienl€¥ of 
collecting a sum of money cqnal to the warts of so 
extensive a mission, was annually increasing, TLoping to carry 
out his projects of visiting the meaintain tribes, Mr. Vink ap« 
plied for some money to be laid out in presents to them; but as 
the Serampore Brot@ren did not feel free to” sanction any expen- 
diture for {he purpose, the vistis had to be foregone. 
Tl mountain chiefs were, Ifke all savages, very punetiliqns 
with respect to their forms of ctiqnetie, and they exacted o 
* yigid observance ot them fvom all yisitors lo their fastitessos. 
Etiquette required that no visitor should approae th a chiof’ ewith- 
out snittble presents for him and his wife, without whieh, in« 
deed, the reception he met with would be very doubtful. In 
desiving money for presents, therefore, Mr, Vink only desired 
tho means of access to the hill trises,—such access as might 
by degirces lead to friendly intereourse with thenf, but as neither 
money for this purpose nor that for ifineracies could be Noped 
for in the existin> findneial site of the Mission, Me. Tink 
was fain to relinquish - “tho idea of explofing the monhtains, 
and to content himself with his accustomed’ labours among 
the Mnghs, 4 7 
My, Fink had lived on a mere pittance for years, coutent to bo 
able to feed and clothe himself and his family ; it wheneadded 
to failing finds, thd)brethren ab Ser ‘umpore were, as nol unfro~ 
quently Iiappened> unable for avant of opportunity tb remit 
any money ah all to Ariacan which at that time was ab ag 
all but impracticable distanco from Calentta so fur as commer. 
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elal intercourse was concerned, the reader will not be surprised 
{g learn that for months together Mv, Fink was left to pre- 
ssveule his labours oppressed with the butden of a dislreds thift 
wag next door to absolyte want, Such a state® of things could 
not be suffered bo continue. It soon beeqme apparent that 
cithgr the Sdrampore Society must abandon Arracan, or Mr, 
Fink’s connection with that Mission must cease, Letters were 
received from Serampore futl of cordial sympathy with him in 
hid distresa, but empty of, substantial velief; and ag matters 
could not be suffered to romfin in their existing“state, Mx. Pink 
wrote to resign ccennection with the Mission, Klis resignation 
was accepled, In the reply he received the® gyvowing financial 
(iffteutties of tho Mission, word avknowlodeyd but vot a syllabio 
wits added in recognition of the sinvle-hearted labour “of 
years, ov a single wish exprossod for the, suecess sof his 
future career, Afler twenty years of galt denying toil, 
and when ho was foreed to resign from inability jo sup- 
port a family of nino children on nothing « month, all 
thab Serunpore had to say was: “Tho brethren have jreud 
your Jolley and cannol bul regrob that tho diMeulties of tho 
haere should, have led you Lo resion your connection with 
 bhey however hopa, that the canso of souls will slill bo 
oe heart, and that you will nob cease to pray for it, 
ain] do, all that Ties in’ your power Lo promato ils interests in 
the ylaeu of your fume residence? Mv? Pink's inability to 
supporl a Invgo famiy without an ineomo was not regarded 
as a aulligient reason for vesigning his ¢onncetion wilh tho 
Serampore Mission, and the Brethren could only hope that 
Ko wotlld nob altogether Jose his zeal for ihe eunsy of souls’ | 
What a gratifying insinuntion from the Tips of “brethren? ? 
Bat “Mr, Vink never had aty idoa of abfudoning Mission~ 
my svork, Uis desira for it, whiteyer gvight he thonghi, 
in some quarters, was unubated, Io left Akyabl in the yeur 
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1938, and awailed in Caleutta the result of an application he 
had made to the London Baptist Missionary -Society. The 
churehes in Arracanaromained connected with Serampore* ve 
litle time longer; but when My. Fink’ removed to Chitia- 
gong in the beginning of 1839, as an agent of the London So« 
ciety, the Akyab 3 Mission was transferred to this Society, One of 
the first things he did on reaching his new station, (we might 
have said, his old one,) was to propose to visit Arvhoan oy ory 
year, and superintend in some degree the labours of the lodal 
catechists. Ilig proposal was apptoved of in Culeulta, only it 
was intimated that the expense of the itineracies shonld bo 
kept within tht Smallest pdssiblo limils. But when the 
London Committee, came to considér the matter, it appeared? 
afore reasonable thateArracan should bo transferred to tho 
American Board, of Missions which already had its agonts 
in the southern section of the province, than,that it should ding 
along in precarious dependence on Chittagong, Dr, Kinedid 
of Burmah, then Mr, Kincaid, accepted charge of Akyab, and 
from_ that limo My, Fink’s connection with the province 
ceased. 

Tlaving arrived at this stage in dur narrative, Job us glance 
back for a moment at tlio history of tho Avracan Mission, idonti- 
fied as it was in its origin and progress with the best Kearse 
of Mr. Fink’s toitsomg ‘life. Driven from their homes hy 
Burman oppression, “Und Mughs took refug@ in Brilish territory, 
and there first received Christian teaching. Many of them 
having ombraced Christianity, vemained in the Chittagong 
district till the close of the first Burman wi, when the Bri- 
tish. annexation of Arracan induced them to Telwmn 1 their 

native land. Iithbe they were followed, or rather preceded, 
by My, Fink wh® spared no trouble in getting thom Smfort- 
ably settled on the island cf Krueday, and in the neighbourhood 
of Akyab, Laboring diligently as was his wont, in his now 
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field, his converts’ multiplied until five out-slalions had been 
formed, and his itineracies had oxtonded from the northern- 
, Most limits of the province to Ramyee in,the south, and govewd 
the islands lining the coasl, ‘The ten years thus spent in Avra- 
can were perhaps the *most remarkable in his missionary career, 
The brief aceount we lavg given of them ‘may not show any, 
brilliant success, but the record is not therefore unprofitable. 
Tho voadet may, after ils perusal, be tempted to say: ‘ Well, I 
see nothing particularly worth preserving in all this. Tfereis a 
man who labours steadily’ fowa number of years, and no doubt does 
his work conscientiously ; but he achieves no great success, and 
does not make converts by thousands, as they have done among 
«the Kavens,’ All this may be true ; nevertheless, may it not iis 
“the very reason why his labors should pe Yecordél? We have 
Inographies which gleam with Missionary triumphs, but the 
muel? toil and little success of tho great nfajorily of the men 
who equally with (heir more fortunate brethren, have endured 
tho heat and burden of the day, are seldom counted Worthy of 
record. We gaze with kindling emotion on tho achievements of 
tho man who penetrates into unknown rogions, and subdues*thon- 
sands by the power of thercross, But is that man’s labours no- 
thing, who withthe same courago aud the samo persistent 
ongiey does latte, alone and for years, though withont the same 
success ? Is the name of the one tobe ewhalmed in Christian 
Hilyyniure, ahd must the namo of the othe? perish? Is it right 
4o ostimale a ‘man’s labours by the extent of his success? 
Whilst we darn admitingly to tlse who can say, ‘We have won 
souls by thousands,’ do we do right to overlook the services 
‘of thtse who, hlthough they bring {he same resources into the 
field, and the same deyotedness, show Bhe safe brilliant 
results? Is it morally sublimgr toshopo whyn our thearis are 
dorno along on the swelling tide of hope, than to hope against 
hopo? Is il morally grander to march d¥ainst an enemy and 
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defeat him, than fo maintain one’s ground undismayed against 
overwhelming odds? Js tho man who labours on, eneourag ed 
by sugcess ab every slop, a greater hero than ho who alto : 
Jabours on, bub ucheared hy success ? And whilst we vegard dim 
as a great Missionar y, and think 4s histery worth ombalning 
_ Whose labors havo borne carly and abundant fruit, is ito 
weariness to study that man’s work of fhith whose reward 
God has garnered up as a surprise for him against the resur- 
vection day? When we think of the army of svlf-denying mgn 
*ganclified to the truth,’ who heave gone forth into the dark 
places of Satan’s empire and there fought and died wiknown 
to famo, we fecl fhaj,in the Missionary enterprise, as in so many 
others, the truest heroes have offenrbeen those whose names - 
fix no menfion in®lhe records of men, Tb is well for such” 
thet «God is nob unfaithful to forget their work of faith and 
labour of love’ * ° 
Those who are interested in {he Missionary entovpriso, ean 
form but an imperfect estimato of the arduous character of the 
wok from the biographies which record great saecesses, Take 
yather the men whose work atlenels no public atlontion,—avho 
after long years of toil can show nosfruit worth talking about, 
Ransack Mission reports-for information respecting thoty sandy 
devotement, their resoluto cnergy, thoir hopes, their fears, ‘Ufote 
sufferings, their disappomtments, their death in the heedeh ; 
read these reeords im tlfe light of that stom martyr-faillt illus 
maintains its foothold in {he roaring ide of hostile fureos, in 
the light of ‘the strong-will ard the endelyour’ which enables 
men, even whon faint, to be pursuing,—and then say whother 
tho seemingly dry and monotonous narrative of commoneplace. 
Actails will “not spafxle with tho eloquence of n Divine power. 
Who has sob hoard, of Cavoy, Marshman, and Ward? ‘Phe ine 
posing results: which thor faith wrought have rendoredh 
them illustrious, and their names will never perish. But whilst 
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the lives of these mon have founda filting memarial in the 
‘ Tistory of {ho Serampore Mission,’ who knows dny thing.of 
the men who worked the various stations established by+therf ? 
“Who shall say how much of the success Migsionarics in India 
are reaping, is owing to the germination now of the seed sown 
by these all but unknown agents of the Sevampore Mission ! 
Lt is not 10 be supposed that Mr. Fink could leave the chur- 
ches he had established in Arracan withoul poignant regret, or 
that his people could regard his departure with indifference. 
But their mutual servorv was miligaled by the hope which he 
at that time entertained, of visiting the province annually from 
Chittagong, Thongh circumstances ultinmteby prevented him 
-fvom over agnin seeing Aléyab, he continued {o coprespond with 
“Lhe Mugh canverig, and at length had tha gelistaation of kuew- 
ing that the Mission had been taken over by the American 
Board 
The American Bonrd had bad a Mission at Kyouk-Phyoo, in, 
Arracan, ever since the year 1985; and Mr. and Mrs, Comstock, 
the Missionarics of the slation, had, frcem the time of their 
avrival, maintained fraternal intercourse with Akyab, Tn 1836, 
My. Vink was visited by» Mr, Comstock and the Rev. Mr, 
Maleglm, a dopatiction fram the Amevitan Board, who having 
ocemston bo visit Kyouk-Phyoo, extended his journcy to Akyab. 
The Kyouk-Phyoo station wasge-enforéed tht following year by 
thotartival of Mv. aul Mrs. lull, both of #hom fell yietims to 
the nialarions fever of the province, and died before their wok 
was begun, Two yeas later, tle Rov. Lyman Stilson ang his 
wife established themselves on the island of Ramreo, whither also 
Mi. ay Mrs, Comalock removed, In 1810, My, Kincaid went to 
ovenpy Akyah, whilst My, Abbott who hag heen edmpelled to 
relive fam Burmah Proper, took up his smsidence’ at San- 
doway, in the hopo of finding acecss thence td tho Karens 
within tho Burman territory. Reorganizing’s church by meaits’ 
of the converts thal remained in Akyab after My, Tink’s depar- 
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ture, My, Kinenid devoted himself Lo the preazhing of the word, 
and was carly rewarded by the growing interest which the people 
{ok in lig messager Converts were made here and in tif 
neighbouring islamd of Krueday, and at tho invitation of the 
chief of a mountain tribe called the Kémmees, Mesars, Kins 
renid and Stilson paid his people » visit, Mr. Stilaon reduced 
the clements of their languago to writing, and prepared a 
spelling-book and reader for their uso, But the clim’rte of tho 
province began to tell on the missionary band. Sivkness com- 
pelled Mr, and Mrs. Kincaid to retumn for a season to the United 
States; and in 1813, Mrs. Comstock died at Ramree, aad she was 
soon followed by® ao of her children. In 1844, the American 
Mission susiined pne of ils severest losses in tho death of 
‘ME Colmstock, than whom no more devoted, wise and useful 
missionary ever {yod a heathen shore, Mr. and Mrs, Stilson 
who were now -alone in the province, removed {o Moulncin ; 
and in-the autumn of 1848, the Rov. C. C, Moore ard his 
wife sailed for Akyab, the first .of the sx men for Arracnn? 
for whom Mr, Comstock had written home, In [818, Mr. 
and Mys, Knapp and Mr. and Mrs, Campbell arrived ab Kyouk- 
Phyoo. Mr. Campbell died of eliclera very soon alter his 
arrival, and My. Knapp, having to volurnlo Anfericn on qaevannt 
of ill-health, expired ab sea, Mr, Kinoaid, ‘on returning’ (rom 
America, was re-appointed to kis old field in Burmah, and 
did not go back to Arvacan, Ma. aad “Mrs. Koso arrived in 
Akyab in 1854, A fow months after, Mv. “Tngulls returned 
to Akyab, bub was subsequentfy at his own reqnosb, transferred 
to Burmah. Mr. Moore’s health having failed, ho sailed for tha 
United States; My. Roso withdrew from the Missior; and 
the year 1855 fount Arracan without any labourers excepl native 
catechists. Thatsame year, Mr. and Mrs, Saterleo Pere ap- 
pointed to the prgvinee but after a few months’ residenge 
at Akyab, Mr, Saterleo was stricken down by cholera. Ata 
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ean was thenceforth abandoned. In the report’ of tho 
‘American Beard for the year 1857, it is written’: ©The nris- 
ae ation (o Arvacan bereaved in the death ofr, and Mrs. Saterlee 
remained for vr shart poniod in eare of Mya, Knapp who subse~ 
quently rotited to Rangcon. Akyab sintign is now vacant. 
The Committee in view, nob only of the withcalthiness of the’, 
Arracan climate, but also of the demand for labour in| Bunpah 
Proper mfd elsewhere, and of the diminished supply, respeetfully 
sugegesh that the Mission be brought to a close’ No attempt 
has been made to renew mi8sionary operations fh the provinces. 
It may be asked how it happened thet whilsb the Amevican 
missionaries achieved sach onderful@suéeessos in Bure 
a 
“mah, Mr. Fink should have made but fow gonvergs in Arracan, 
Yah lob it bo remembered that this disparity of result{is 
equally manifest between the Inbours of the American brethren 
in Burmah and tho same men in Ariacan, «Lhe difference of 
results in the two countries is owing, not to any djfference 
inthe amount of consecraled activity brought to bear on the 
work, bul to differences of soil Among the Kareng, the 
Ameriean missionaries found a people prepnred by national 
dis bilities, by their freedom from tho deadening influences of 
Budahism, and by their own cherished traditions, to reecive + 
tho message of Christianity. ‘The ensy was different in Arracan, 
Here the people were Buddhist§ and theyahiag acl long intercourse 
with, the Mahomedine of Bengal. Indeed, no small part of 
the population, thoygh Arvacanese, was Musulman, Having 
a settled system of belief which had taken firm root in 
tho land, and having been to some extent indurated by inté. 
coursd*with the ouler world, the considerations togleter thom 
from embracing Christianity or rather {to make them pause 
before They did so, weighed sheavily in thé seale, and male 
omversions among them slow and infygquent, Ilad My 
Tink’s comparatively small success been owing to the 
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want of’ ntiesionary power or activity, then the Amotican 
brethren whe came after him, and who wero subsequently go 
successful in Burmah, ‘ought to have been able to show greater 
progress, But stich was not the case,, During the twenty. 
two years that the American Board occupied Arracan, they 
“gent thither eleven niissionarics ‘and their wives; but they 
were ultimately compelled to retire from the provines. Mr. 
Fink had lubowred alone for seventeen yeava, had organized 
five stations from whieh the word sounded forth, and when 
he left the count 5 ib was nob Deeause the slowness of success 
had discouraged hij Ms but jecause the Society that hitherto 
supported him and hf opors ations, wis no longer able to do so. 
Tad he heen “vee to choose, hawould havo elected {0 spond the ro4e 
mainder of his days it’ Arracan. But God ordained oth& 
wise. Most mor are full of buoyant energy und stirring 
pmpose when they are being borne alomg on tho lide of 
success y few can keep their energies perseveringly on the 
stretch when both wind and tide aro against them, It is 
glorions (o Liitumph ; but if is sublime to suffer God’a will and 
be strong. , Tho sublimity that belongs to the sluady discharge 
of duty was Mr, Wink’s., 
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Mr. Fink veturns to Ohittagong—The Sitacund’ Méla—Mr. 
IMA as a preacher—Removes to Serampore and ultimately »ta 
Calentla—Last days. . 


Tho interval between hig removal fom Akyab and his en- 
gagement by the London Baptist Missionary ‘Society was spent*, 
by Mr. Vink in Calcutta, where his childven were at schol, 7 
aud where he owned a small house which the family occu- 
pied, The greater parb, of 1838 was spent in preaching in 
and about Caloutin. Al the’end of the year, ‘being taken on 
the slaff of tho London Socicty, he yetwned to Chittagong, 
where he laboured unvemittingly till his Ynoval to Scrampore 

“in the year 1816, He was now forty tiireg yearg of age, had 
bed his constitution greatly impaired by a long residence*in 
Avracan, and moreover, was subject to gant, a disyase in 
herited from his futher, Still, with removal to a healthicy 
part of the country, and freedom from tho harassing pecuniary 
anxieties he had suffered during the latter period of his con- 
nection with Serampore, he had the prospect before him of 
years of comforlablo Jabour, lis work now xeqnired a.know- 
ledge of Bongali, and his first business was to re-apply himself 
to that language, Boforo his sottlemont in Arracan, he had . 
boon in the habil of speaking it, and it only needed a little 
fpr fo qualify him to renoty his laboprs ih it. 

Among the more Smportant fairs of the Chittagong district 
is one held annually gt Sitacund, ono of a range of hills rnn- 
ning right along from Ayracan through Chitingong and tnde- 
pendynt ‘Tipporah., In this rango, and about twenty-five 
miles hovth of Chitlagong, there are two hills which are the 
annual resort of crowds of THindoo pilgrinf arom gis parts of 
India.” The road 10 Sitacund «from Chiltaging, lies, for some 
fislance, along a narrow valley “between Aills whose densa, 
vegetation gives shelter to innumerable tigers, leopards, and 
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other wild beasts, To travel here at night is accordingly a 
dangorotts undertaking, except whon a party of men go together 
with) lighted flombeaux, Many belated pilgriths have begn 
detregFed in this pags, commonly known as tho tiger-puss,- 
Travelling through, one night, on his way to Sitacund, Mr, 
Johannes who accompanied My, Fink on tho oecasion, suid- 
“denly found himself in a very awkward predieament, IIe was 
being carried in a palanquin accompanied, us was the practice, 
bya torch-beaver. In ono of the narrowest parts of tho 
road, and where the jungle was densest, an enormous tiger 
suddenly bounded across the path with a tremendous roar, a 
few paces in front of dhe travelling party. Tho bearers 
of the palanguin i Tt stantly dvopped their burden, and van 


away j the _torch-bearel followed their example, and Mra 


Johannes was left alon& in un open palanguin, ab the dead “vf 
night, in the drewled tiger-pass, with the certain knowledge that 
one of these royal gentlemen was in the -immediate neigh 
bourhool. But his suspense was not of long continuance, My 
Vink whose palanquin lagged behind, came up a few minutes 
after,and tho fugitive bearers being recalled, the journey was 
yesumod, | P 
At the time when Mre Fink was in the habib of visiting tho 
* Sitacund Melé, the concourse of pilgrimd uged to bo Intmenne, 
Pilgrims aud tradeas enme to it, from Rangoon on the Cast, 
and Lahore in the mrth-west ; and for a wholo week or -more, 
the plain facing the sacred hills was Gowded with tho bioths 
and temporary sheds of shopkeepers ad devotees, Under 
adope of mango trees, and just a little removed from tho 
poothed pilmim-city, Messrs. Fink and Johanmws pitchog their 
tents, Therandienegs they gabhored, used to bo very great, and 
in thoso erly fimgs, the opposilion was sometimes mogk deter. 
mined. Tho bitterest hostility ‘came, as indeed it utways does 
Weuch melis, from class of men called byragecs, who make t 


their business to go from village to village persuading old women 
A n 
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and young to undertake the pilgrimage under their condact. For 
days before nanelé begins, herds of native women headed by those 


4 by¥Mgecs, may be seen wending their weary way with bunddgs 


an their backs, to the holy shrine. These guides, for it is their 


‘ profession to conduet “pilgrim parties, know quite well how to 
. 8 y q 


indemnily themselves for their woublo; and hecanse their ocou-, 
pation is a lnevative one, their hostility to missionary teaching 
has alway been great. They perceive that their eraft is in 
danger. At the Sitneund Meld, on one occasion, they stirred up 
amo) to sucha pitch of rage against, Mr. Fiak and his party, 
that they might have been murdered had he not called in the 


assistance of the Police. , ° 
The Sitncund and Baracund- hills ion three mileg apart 


“hym ‘one another, On the Sitheund, hill there’ ave the 


tamples, one at the fool, dedicated lo Malindeb ; a second half 
way up, sacred to Chundronath ; and a thikgrat the ver y top, 
the temple of Shumbhunath, ‘Cho pilgvim is required to 
visit all Uhese temples; but there is a ceremony to be observed 
before the ascent can be made, Ife mush first be purified 
in a sacred *tank which lies at the base of the hilt On 
reaching this gpol, he descends into the water, and onfpnying 
a comple of pied to" tha officiating bralmmin, is taught Lo-repeat 
a miadin, hiss park of the ceremony he performs with 
his Real bowed, hiv hands jouied, and Ahegtips of the fingers 
dipped J in tho water ge then bathes) affl on retiring from 
the dank, brings away a brass vessel full of the water. 
‘With this in his hand, and jouted, it may be, by haifa dozen 
other, pilgrims, he follows the brahmin seven tines roundaa 
sneredtree groWing close by, pouring the water, as he proceeds, 
over the tnuk and roots, and slopping devery nbry. and then 
to hug sod,kiss the Lee, This over, ho iggqnalifiea to make 
{pe sank On reaching the Michant’s resideheo which is in 
the sane enclosure as Mahadeb’s temple, adhe down a sunttf 
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money according to his'means. If poor, he will give 10 annas 
orso; ifvich, his gift will vary from Rs, 5 1616. At the’ 
tefaple” of Chundrandth, a second contribution is ee = 
and he pays for?the third time when he gains the top of the 
hill. And thus onds the first day’s work. On tho following 
$day he starts for Baracund. A fee placed in the hands of the 
_ presiding brahmin, procures for him a sight of what is known 
as the burning well, This well is an artificial reservoir whieh 
receives the waters of acontiguous spring, Flames play upén 
the surface of tiese waters as they Tall into the resorvoir, Tho 
most natural explanation of the phenomenon is, that the 
wator is charged" wilt carbar rotted hydrogen » Which ignites when 
brought into,contagt f ieh fro, ‘The’ Tindu pilgrims, however). 
ut tanght Co worship ho wator as endowed with divine power, 
Tho nino yeais,,spent in Chittagong were oulirely devoted 
by Mr. Fink te missionary labour, Ho rendered occasional 
assistangs in the English chapel, and took an active inferest 
in the welfare of the native christian families of the station ; 
but his chief strength was devoted 10 preaching the Gospel 
in Chittagong, and among the Mughs of Iarbang and Cox’s 
Bazav,:’ Ifo nover acquired that “correctness, a fluency, and 
power in the use of Bongali that had charseterized his minis. 
trations among the Arracanese ; but this was, hardly to” 1g, 0x- 
pected at his timo oflifo, “THis nataval youeebey of disposition 
betrayed ilsolf in the génial ono and mapnfdr of his addresses ; 3 
and though ho said many sovoro, things abgut the ¢ gods of JTindu 
idolatry, and tho vices and sins Of heathen socict, it was seldom 
tat his audionces betrayed the irritation that such robulcegehayo 
excited when coming from others. Of remarkublo pe ee 
of mind ang m&ngek, he never beat about the bush, or clothed 
his ‘denunciations sin in the refined drapery ofp pojntless 
—phyaseology. "Tha jheathen™ never had a bolder preacher of 
righteousness, or one who more successfully united the intensest 


. 
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human sympathy with a fall and most’ scrupulous detlaration 
of the counsel of God. To arrest attention, ho frequently 
beatin with some remark suggested by tho occasion® or’flre 
lncality, which caught the ear of the peofile hy its promise 
Lf pleasant talk, fis broad Dutch face lighted up with the 
animation of his theme, and his clear strong voice reaching across’ 
a dense mass of black heads, and making the passers on the aut- 
skirts of the crowd stop and listen, at once gave the idea of a 
nfan of earnest mood, of fearless mien, and of a soul passionate 
in its desive to ‘persuade mén.’ Considerably Yersed in ITindu 
mythology, it was a dificult matter foxany opponent in argu- 
mont to defend the character of his aos ft Soddesses against 
the facts and the ridieule that Me., Pint cqald bring to the dis- 
ewssion ; but the most remarkable featufo ia his preaching was 
the fulness with which the Gospel message raids declaved, In 
his anxiety to impress the fundamental truths™ef" the Christian 
system, he sometimes became prolix; but on such occagions his 
prolixity was overlooked for the sake of tho sallies of genial 
humour with which his discourses were frequently enliyened. 
Somotimes a orabbed disputant would try to turn the lg chter 
of the crawd against the gdod man, by_ criticising his gamma? 
or moeking ‘ris Pele accont ; but Mr, Tink had this advantage 
overall such ill-tempered sneerers, that he nover lost Z?s temper. 
Te would tell them, ; perhaps, That bad srqmpjar and false accentu- 
ation. wero prefexible t@ignorance and sin; or that God would 
not bring mon into jadgment for bad grammar, though Te car- 
tainly, would for their wieked lives. Thus an audience however, 
misebjovously disposed, sdon found that it was not easy to ais- 
toncert him, To was preaching in a bazay one day at Santi- 
pore in bho Nuddea district, the hot-bed / Amfiovsisr, cand 
was in. thefinidst of a desoription of Vishnu Tiding on the back 
af acalf} when areal calf finding itsol? gaédamed in by the 
gathoring crowd of listeners, made a rush to escape, and got- 
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ting hotaregn Mr. Finlt’s legs, lifted him on its Taek! The 


position was movt ludicrous, and the people did nov fail to pore 


ceive ie Uarviboll auerihol shouted the evowd ; and ity 


clapped theiy hands as they beheld the Missionary in Vishnws 


attitude, My, Fink fully alive to tho awkwardness of his posi+ 7 


gtion, neveriticless did not lose vithar his Gemper or presenag of 
min. Releasing the ealf or rather himself, he langhod as heart. 
: . saith 
ily as any one else, and resumed hid discourse as if it hud sie 


fered no interruption. 
But now the Sout from which Im had occasionally syffored 


for years, began to telL»pon his constitution. ‘The attacks of 
it became more sbride's and sonfetimes oven dangerous. On ono 
oreanion, it as only, Piky prompt mhedieal aid that saved hin.” 
feotPsuddetdeath, , Désgase adding its onervabing influence ép 
the toil and gxpeyov of a protracted Missionary career, bean 
to t Ul visiblp een oviginally vobust frame, aud it beeame de- 
sirable that te should remove from Chittagong, Bishop Spdheer, 
then Bishop of Madras, arrived at this time at Clhittugony, 
having undertaken a visitation-tour throngh the dioerse of 
ns Wilson who was too infirm to bear the taf of tra+ 
ie y ww hits “ordship yory kindly “oflbreds Me, « Hitk ne foo 
nites to Culuutla on Guard his own slatantee® Thy alter was 
thankfully accepted, and in duc time Mit Vink ited” ab 
Serainpore, whitheryis family had preceded him. fo oltained 
the consent of the Society to take up hig, Pishl pact hevey prove 
particularly vs his younger a Wore nowy of an aga to require 
, schooling, Seoing that diseast and ago debarted hing’ from 
rMlering any thing like sustained servies lo the Missignary 
cause, the Sociely voted him a pension whioh lelped to x Apporl 
Dim Dh tlie Wis death. + 
But thongh tw» removed from tho effective staffool abou. 
ys, Mr, Fink Pag nt anong the heathen whenever] iis Hiealae 
permitted, During the six years that he lived at Serampore, 
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he made sundry itineracies into the adjfining districts; and ecl- 
‘dom inissed'she large [indn festivals in the neighbourhbed, of 
SMimpore. Tn the year 1851, the Joseph of the family,bhis 
youngest son, died of brain-fever ; the associations of thesplace 
heeame oppressive to him and Mrs. Fink j and as some of their 
children were living in Calcutta, they resolved to remove thi-s 
ther, ‘They took a house in Intally, in the suburbs of the cily, 
and there Mr. Fink laboured in a quiet, unobtrusive way. "In! 
the year 1855, he established a seh ol in the neighbourhood of 
his house, for the benefit 09 the children of edwimars, the shoc- 
maker caste, the most degraded, TM post neglected class of 
Tlindu society. Interested hinfeelf in ijgMficecss, he inspired 
* his assiviants in the schoof with a contleinn qinterest, and 
wm the number of pupils inereasedate fi yor Sixty, Bhey 
wore taught to read and write Bengali, and Gp daily ipstruct- 
ed in Christian trnjh. My. Pink looked hool to the 
‘ast, ‘and left it, ab his death, to the care of his sons; who conti- 
nue to superintend it and_to interest the Christian public in its 





suppors, 
The infiznMbies of disease and old age were now fast bringing 
Mr. Finketo Hage He sufléred from foquese ing gree 
ing fad ol gd W,gwhich kept him éonfined to his room for 
wee fra evengonths at a time, ‘The disease was evidently 
gajning ground, Many dots tried it atone 3 bul the 
‘hoa tn tho” flo”? Kagenot vemoved. Buf ‘the Lord Jesus inade 
lis’ grace sufliciont for the sufferer, and he submitted to the 
pains of sickness with a ghoor!t mind, Men suffering from* 
gow SANG, as a rule, iptitable and captions; My. Vink ae 
the contrary was like “@ weaned child’ Never indeed, was he 
moroveheerful, more genial in conversatioff, Shuistian, or 
move spiral, dhan when suffering the nig BE disdase, 
Cfien iPationt in health, pabt made gm forbenring, 
and 4o those who loved the old man and  visiled him in = 
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aflligtion, shig chambe&” was a school of heavenly wisdem, 
a. sinetuaty ‘of heavenly pence, During tho latter months 
oftusdifa, he was almost incessantly ill. ‘Though fully ago 
thatshis ond wes at hand, he was nobon thab aeeount leas” 
cheerful or contented. During these protracted confinements 
to ‘his chamber, the one thing ho fleplored was his inability to 
go out, as had been his wont, ninong his heathen neighbours, 
and talk to them of tho great salvation, Tle wits on one 
ceension seen to weep bitter (ears under the influence of this 
regret. But thaevening of his lity was nob rendered restless 
by doubts. IIe had, froth tho beginning, so thoroughly 
comprehended thd pblime doctrine of grace, that no sin- 
clouds intorgepled fn light from the Sun of’ Righteousness. « 
When the ®Mles of dehaveto opencd to him, and he gig 
within the dgoof Cho shadow of death, ib was with no 
perturbed Hngrhigiling hearl, With a spivil ealinly repasing 
on the bosem of God’s grace; with an eye, not traciitg {hd 
labyrinths of a deceitful heart, bub steadfastly fixed on tho 
Cross whence cometh our help, he fell bold to trust the God. 
man in the darkness of death. In the spirit of ths unsuapects 
aug fai, HOlaced his hand tvithit that of thor 1g Brother, 
and sdid, Lead on; I will four no evil? AUR is a ‘shimony 
ofthose who know him best, and who cesta with tytn! shoul 
frequently during uw gloaming of life. | Ae 
To his sick chair he had long sat and Conichedt the spinel 
of the night when no man can worl, and now thw nio« 
ment emo for its curtains 18 fall, around him. Not’ many 
inura before his death, he called his “wile to him, and began 
to toll her bow ho felé that he haddone with Sarth, Mo had 
for many Yelheal 2 riven to the use of tobacco, but now ho 
made his cigar {ZF over to hor and bid her put it ayy} Padding, 
shall not woilibany, mote,’ On the following enerning so 
‘Was able to come Gut of his room ; at noon, fecling uncomfor+ 
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table in'his easy-chair, he asked his wife to assist “him t his bed. 

gllere he lay down, and turning on hig side, said He woud sleep. 

Mrs, Fink on this withdrew to an adjoining room, but a mo 

ment after, she heard an unusual sound- from his chamber, 

She hastened back to him, but he was speechless, dying ; gnd 

‘in another instant, he was dend. Te said he would sleep ; mid 

he ‘stept.’ There wag no time to summon his children to 

receive his parting breath. Understanding the nature of his 
own disenso, he had forewarned them,rthat his summons 
might come in a moment, AM he swas right. Ile was 
alone when the final strifo began 5 3 J sorrow-stricken wifo 
“eame to him just as le betathéd ew his spirit. And this was 
how God gave His beloved sleep. The, ustle Gr the great“city 
went on as usual ; the noisy activities a eae population was 
nob intermpted for 2 momenit ; some EPA —y Anaking money) | 
others were deplormg the aun or: of riched; but no noises 
prevented his slumber. The labour of a long day was done, 
and the rest that followed was sweet. 
*O earth, so full of dreary noises! 
©O men, with wailing in your vou at 
delved gold, the watler’s heap | 
4 ‘strife, O curse that o’er il fall! 
: od strikes asilence Throws y you all, 
‘An giveth Uis beloved stdep? 

Mr. Bink diedgon the 10th of September 1856. Ho was 
buried on the following,even fg i in the Circular Rodd Cemetery 
Being followed after san interval of nearly five years We his 
ar bFegmitleh widow, they both sleep i in the same grave, ‘heirs | 
together of the grace of life? a 
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